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HAT. great Ornament of our 

Profeſſion, the late Hr Ceſar 
Hawkins, Bart. having honoured a 
former edition of this little welds: 4 
with his approbation, will, I hope, T 
apologize for the liberty I now take - 


wal - 4 
in dedicating this e edition of 
0 you, and claimihg your Pro- 

tection. 


The public SA = ago had op- 
portunity of deciding on the merits 


* 
tw 
4 


of ſuch parts of it as then appeared z 
and though their judgment has not 


0 been unanimous, (and in what inſtance 
has it gy@ been ſo?) the Author has 
had abundant Evidence from his own 

Experience, and from the teſtimony of 


Others, of his labors having been pro- 
ductive of much Good. Nor has the 

. wo practice he enforced, as far as he has 
„ vec able to learn, produced the evils 

'  _ -ſome people had apprehended; while | 

. the ſtrong manner in which another ' 

? * * edition has been called for, is a pre- "0 
bs. ſumptive indication of _ favorable 
e of Others. | 
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"HW aim and expel, fromthe 


firſt, was public Good; and he has 


certainly leſs temptation than ever 


to inferior e in the preſent 
publication. His deſire therefore ſtill 


is, that the work may ſtand upon its 
own proper merits; and he is now 


happy in ſubmitting it to a Court 


ing an 


every way adequate to for 


impartial and valid Judgment; and 


deciding upon its future Reputation, 

However devoted of later years 
another branch of Medicine, the Au- 
thor is ſtill proud of having received 


his firſt Education under the Beſt Sur-" 
geon in the World, and of ſ$mitting 


to the Profeſſion, the reſult of ſome 
former experience in that line of 


practice. It were needleſs, therefore, 


to fay what Claim You, Gentlemen, 


have 
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to his labors, ſhould they appear 


RT to have any merit, and the Honour 


do him in accepting this 


Token of Reſpect, from 
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without ſome view to himſelf, or others, or to 


both; and cuſtom has eſtabliſhed an almoſt uni- 

verſal law, by which an author is bound either 

to diſcover his real motives, or to deviſe ſome 
plauſible, and handſome. excuſe: for his own 
boldneſs. The writer. of the following ſheets, 
without affecting any uncommon ſhare of phi- 
lanthropy, would not willingly bave: riſked 
the favourable opinion of his friends, had he 
perſuaded, that the practice he has 
ventured. to recommend is founded on the 
moſt rational pringnley, and dw not © fil.tp 
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* ither for want of proper food, and clothing, 
or from their diflbleite Vives, are the moſt un- 


PREPACE. 


— to ſay thus much, at leaſt, — 5 
ſeen very confidetable advantages ariſing from 


tod of treatment, materially different 
| Frofh that at preſent in faſhion, And if any 


improvement can be ſuggeſted, in a branch of 


ſurgery confeſſedly imperfect, (for who will 
deny that fore legs are difßcult ef 5. laſting 

cure ?) no great apology can be thought ne- 
ee, for communicating to the Sorld auy 
hints on the ſubject that may be uſeful. 

It may add ſome weight to this little per- 
formance, to ſay, that it is the reſult of more 
than twenty years attention and experience z 
the writer Having, for a tong time, invited the 

to his houſe, and even common beggars, 
the moſt intractable of all patients, and ſuch as, 


- 


Hkely of all to bo cured, He affects no other 
He than this attention to ſo Bmited, and in 

general” ſo much neglected, a branch of his 
rofeffion'; to Which he was led, o long ago, 
by an inſtance that fell in his way, of a cure 
performed with great eafe, and without con- 
finement, by a very ignorant empirie, after 
Two Unibet furgeons bad failed in the at- 
dtr., The Enowledge' of this at 20 carly 


period in Tife, when N and mexperience 
e ut 
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vinced him of the poſſibility of fuch cures, 
and led him to the knowledge of many, in- 
duced him to turn his thoughts to a ſubject, 
which he has never ſince loſt ſight of. 
mean time, his education under the beſt of 
maſters; together with his long reſidence in one 
of the largeſt, and beſt conducted hoſpitals in 
this metropolis, as well as his attendance. in 
thoſe of Paris, gave him ſufficient opportunities 
of ſeeing, that for ſome cauſe or other, the 
knowledge of completely healing old ulcers in 
the legs, has ever been very deficient and uns 
eertain. The ſubject, though of ſo great im- 
portance to the ſuffering individual, has, per- 
haps, not appeared of ſufficient conſequence to 
eminent ſurgeons, whoſe employment has uſu- 
ally been both of a more profitable, and agtes· 
able kind. It is hoped, gentlemen ''of this 
claſs, who deſerye and poſſeſs the higheſt de- 
- gree of public eſteem and confidence, will not 
think this an injurious ſuſpicion, eſpecially 48 
the mention of it is prineipally intended, to 
{ave the writer the mortificatiof of having his 


flrſt rate practitioner. Beſides, any attempt 


muſt be laudable to reſcue this branch from 


the e of quacks and ignorant pretendera, 
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> Who it muſt be confeſſed, have ſometimes got 
credit in theſe caſes, where men of ſcience 
and a regular education have failed. And 
here it may be proper, as the former claſs of 
_ practitioners needs no increaſing, to add, that 
the preciſe: quantities and forms of ſome of the 
applications hereafter mentioned, are not ſpe- 
cified, but left to the judgment of the ſurgeon ; 
who will find no difficulty in proportioning- 
every active and powerful ingredient, to the 
nature and variety of each particular caſe, the 
writer not having the leaſt — of N 
any thing from him. | 
The form, indeed, in which theſe elif 
tions are preſented, requires more excuſes than 
the author knows how to make; but he truſts 
that the plainneſs, or rather homelineſs of their 
dreſs, will not ſo far prejudice them in the eyes 
of liberal men, as to prevent their being examin- 
ed with candor, and made uſe of in practice, 
if, they are found to be at all juſt and rational. 
A want of regularity and elegance in compoſi- 
tion, may with truth in this caſe, be imputed 
to want both of experience, and leiſure to ſtudy... 
the correctneſs and imbelliſhments of language. 
He has, indeed, no pretenſions as a writer but 
though truth may be adorned by a florid ſtyle, 
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— in [theſe oruaments cannot invalidacet 5 
facts, nor juſtify. an ill - natured criticiſm, on 
that which: moon no "= of the POLE de- 
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fign. 
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are preſented, the preſent was judged the moſt "2 
lkely to anſwer any good end, for though what 2 
the author has to ſay in point af directions, 1 


might have been expreſſed in a ſmaller compaſs; "2 
or have appeared in ſome periodical publication, 
he could not, in ſuch a channel, fo fully ſupport 
the principles he has laid .down, nor juſtify 
his deviation from eſtabliſhed authorities. He 
knew, moreover, that an attempt had been 
made in that way, by a gentleman of acknow- 
jedged abilities,* which did not cem to gain 
— attention of the pub li. 1 
With regard to the few hints on — . 
- afeQiciis, and other 'matters {lightly touched __ 
upon, they are likewiſe the reſult of ſome ex- 
perienee: how far they are worthy the atten- 
tion of the public, is me nenn 1 
their conſideration. 
The author, however, bez Mike 1 to age 
again his good intentions, and to exprefs his 
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be, that the ſucceſs of his wrap may in 
_ ether hands, be equal to his oon; and then 
be ſhall expect the ſatisfaction of contributing 
3 very greatly to leſſen the difficulties and di- 
treſſes of many afflicted fellow - creatures, to 
preſerve ſome of them from leading miſerable 
hves, and now and then prevent that moſt 
dreadful —_— for dad a the loſs of 0 a 
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iT HIS. en edition tion appears before ile 
Public with fewer emendations, i in point of ſtyle _ 
and manner, than might have been expected. 
But the author having been called to turn his 
thoughts ſome what another way, and to other 
publications, really has not found time ſince 
a ſecond. edition has been much inquired after: 
to pay ſufficient attention to it. Indeed, with. 
out an entire change of plan, and new ar- 
rangement of matters, no adequate alterations, 
in theſe reſpects, could be effected; although 
he hopes there are others of much more impor- 
tance to the ſtudent. Beſides, . he 15 MNill of 
e S 5 l 
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"cel that, on account ofthe dodrine being 3 
ſo oppoſite to former practice, aud forne-pre® * 
judices to it yet remaining, an attempt w 
abridge the work very much, by ficaplyiobs 
| jecting to the lenient plan, and merely ſtating 

his own, were not the beſt method of combat- 

ing inveterate prejudices, or likely to eſtabliſh; 

a new mode of practice, as yet unſupported by 
great Names. The like reaſon, it is hoped, 
may apologize for cominuing the long reſer- 
ences and quotations from the ancients, Which 
might otherwiſe have been omitted. He has, 
however, made a few corrections ; has/abridge 2 
ed and tranſpoſed ſeveral parts, and made con+ = 
' fiderable. addition to others, in the trat upon 

ulcers; as well as attended io every objection 
that has come to his knowledge. The latter 
eſpecially, he thought mcumbent upon him, ag A 1 
it is probable he may not take up his pen'againt = 
on chirurgical ſobjects; and he hopes he hag 
executed it with modeſty, though with a firm · 
2 becoming the defence of a mode of pro- 
ice, which: he conceives to en. u 
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It is with concern, 
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in boſpivals. as to private patients; it being im- 
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poſſible ſurgeons ſhould viſit the former every 
day; much leſs dreſs every bad ulcer with their 
own hands. Such ſores muſt therefore be com- 
mitred to pupils, many of whom come to London, 
and indeed too many leave it, poſſeſſed of fo 
little knowledge or attention, that whenever 
any matter muſt be ſubmitted to their diſcre- 
tion and care, (of which the application of 

tight bandage is a moſt important one) it is 
well if patients do not conſtantly fuffer by it. 
Not that the plan, indeed, is incapable of very 


extenſive uſefulneſs, even in hoſpitals and diſ- 


penſaries, if ſurgeans would do their part in 
ſuperintending and directing the pupils, order- 
ing proper rollers, and adviſing patients to 
walk, and eſpecially, would they become leſs 
timid in their uſe of the precipitate. As an in- 
| Rave, the author has Mr. Pearſon's permiſſion 
to ſay, that ſince the winter of 1783, ſome 
ede rar, have been cured upon this 
plan, under his direction, at the Lock Hoſpital 


and Carey Sireet Diſpenſary; many of whoſe 


ulcers were very large, ſome extending nearly 
round the leg, and of many years ſtauding. 


But howſoever the peculiar advantages of this 


plan may, in auy inſtance, be leſſened, it is 


e e with, increaſed confidence, to the 


atten- | 


* 


attention of practitioners of every rank, which : | 
the writer feels himſelf juſtified jn doing, by 


the beſt of motives from the benefit it has 


afforded to ſo many poor \fullerers Sri the for- 


mer edition appeared. 
Agreeably to theſe fertions, he could refer 


to various other teſtimonies he has received in 


the courſe of the laſt two years. Qut of theſe, 
howeyer, he has ventured to fele@ a letter, (not 
more flattering than many others) which haw- 
' foever regarded in reſpect to himſelf, he has 
thought it a juſtice to the Public to ſubjoin to 

this preface. It were unneceffary, it is hoped, 


to fay, that it is preſented in the writer's own 
words, as well as with his conſent : and as its 


compliments would be very lightly eſteemed by 
the author of this work, ſhould their effects 
only terminate in himfetf, 0 ſhall be any 


cenſure to which the publication of them may 


expoſe him, ſhould other praftitioners be ex- 
eited to make a like fair trial of a plan, which 


he is perfuaded will exceed their warmeſt ex- 


pectations, and ultimately benefit maukind. 
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Mv a time has of late been 10 Sh 
epgrofſed by buſineſs, that T have not till now 
had an opportunity of anſwering the laſt letter 
. bonoured me with—You wiſh to know 
F of the fame ſucceſs attends me in purſuing your 
Pp. as that I had the Pare of communi: 


8a 4-7 


; at. the + with which 1 cure old 510 large 
Ulcers of the Legs, by a ſtrict adherence to the 
rules you have laid down, after they have with- 


ſtood every other mode | had been previouſly 
acquainted with. 

It was this continual diſappointment that 

| firſt led me, though prejudiced, a priori, againſt 

5 the plan recommended 1 in your Treatiſe, to give 


a fair trial to it ; and accordingly I took it up 
| early in the ſummer of 1783.— ] have perſe- 
vered in that plan ever fince, and it now con- 
ſtitutes almoſt the whole of a very extenſive bu- 
ſineſs. And I muſt declare in juſtice to you, 
that in the numbers I have cured, I have never 
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obſerved any inconvenience following the 1 
preſſion of a diſcharge, that could be in the leaſt 
attributed to the running being ſtopped—And 
having been myſelf equally fearful with other 
practitioners of the bad effes ariſing from the 
cure of old ulcers, I have been particularly atten- 
live to this circumſtance, till aſſured by long 
experience, that upon your plan, my fears had 
been groundleſs; - while the Eaſe with which 
I have cured ulcerated legs of every kind, and 
of every period of duration, from one to thirty 
years, in more than two hundred iriſtances; and 
the few relapſes which have fucceeded, con- 
vince me, (and will, I doubt not, every other 
practitioner who will give. your plan a fair 
trial) that it is the ouly one on which the cure 
of Ulcers of the Legs ought to be attempted. 


Wiſhing you may long enjoy, Ke. &c. 


I ſubſcribe. myſelf, with the moſt _ 
reſpectful eſteem, 


S 1 R, 
Your obedient, 


» al 
A 8 4 
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Nüsse 
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humble Servant; ON” 
| T. SMY TH. 
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Cneneny e 
near Peterborough, 


8 l ich, 1787, 
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| HERE. are | ſome Uiſcales which derive 
their i importance, not ſo much from their 6-4 
" | fatal tendency, as from the pain and un- | Mi 
eaſineſs they occaſion. / Stationary ulcers; in the legs, | 
may be juſtly ranked under this claſs. In general, 

we do not eſteem their cure eſſential to life; ; but he 

who is the unhappy ſubje& of them can beſt eſtimate, = 

how much the. comforts and enjoyment of 1 it arg im- = 

paired by them. er . ee Wee 

A variety of 23 might de made on the 

ſeveral peculiarities of theſe ulcers ; ; but it is, by no 

means, the, defign of this work to intrude upon the 

reader with theory on the nature of the En n= 


efabiſ the means of a ſafe, and laſting cure. „ 
In this view, it will be proper to drop # few-words 9 

upon ulcers in general, and on ſome mazerial differ» | x 

ences between thoſe now. to be conſidered, * | _ 


* 4 
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other ſores; between recent wounds of the legs, 


occafioned by ſome accident, and thoſe made on any 


other part of the body: ſome reaſon there · muſt be, 


for the additional trouble in healing the former, as 


well as the greater difficulty with which they are 
afterwards preſerved in that ſtate. This is eſſentially 
neceſſary if we would eſtabliſh a rational practice, and 
ſo far as this end is kept in view, it is hoped, an 
attempt will not be accounted ſuperfluous. 

It ſcarcely needs to be obſerved, that ulcers may 
be occaſioned either by every external accident abra- 
ding the ſkin,“ or bruiſing the parts underneath, in 
a certain habit of body, prediſpoſed to ulceration ; or 
by any internal cauſe, I exciting ſuch inflammation 


in a part as ſhall incline it to ſuppurate, though no 


external injury has been received: ſuch are fevers of 
different kinds, & theſe ſhould be added neglect, 
or miſmanagement, when an abſceſs is formed, by 


which a ſimple wound is ane into an ulcer, or 


C4 74 


continual ſore of the part. | 
Theſe are briefly the cauſes of ulcers | in general, 


and where no ſpecific contagion prevails i in the habit, 


are all that need to be confidered. 
In thoſe of the legs, indeed, we are Farther Ted to 
remark the ſtate and circumſtances of the limb, which 


Tongs a depending and an extreme part of the body, 


1 5 
4 


may be e as a particular and prediſpoſing 
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Vicus eft continui ſolutio ab erofione facta.— GAL EN. 
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I Viceris cauſæ vel internæ ſunt, vel externz,—-Patzr. 
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Eauſe. Its being an extreme part, appears to have a 
much greaterinfluencethan has generally;been imagin+ 


ed; or at leaſt expreſſed by writers on this ſubject, and 


tends: very much to account for the frequeney of the 
diſeaſe, and to point out an indication of cure, which 
in practice has been entirely overlon Red. 
But previous to entering upon the cure, it willi 
proper to make ſome obſervations upon ulcert in 
general, enlarging a little on ſome Mme 
ing thoſe on the lower extremities. 


- Authors of eredit* have — 4 defined an ul- 
cer to be a ſolution of continuity in a ſoft pomp difs 


charging a-purulent, or ichorous matter.. 


But the proceſs of ulceration conſſſts in more * 2 


WO IEEY 


ſimple ſolution of continuity; there 3 is a real Joſs of | 


ſubſtance in the-ulcerated part. To obtain therefore 


a more correct definition, I would be underſtood to 


mean by an ulcer, a ſolution of continuity in a ſoſt 
part of the body, from which an fchorous, purulent, 


ſanious, or vitiated matter is diſcharged ; attended 


why a loſs of ſubſtance 1 in the FO CE OTE OEM 

Fart * 8 N - Al $i 91 W107 0 ** 

s + Nfprobk Arft excepted, who calls „ 
e Ne Tn" 10" n #13 pe $4,007 

+ Wien, Totnes, BI. 


„ Partis mollis ſolutio purulenta, vel ichorofa.” ne WI 
4 Les ulceres ſont des ſolutions de continuitẽ dans le parties mols 
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t Srustirus andHorruan give neatly this definition Ul 
ap dicitur ſolutio continui cum inminuta maguitudine,4n parts 
A 2 | moll, 
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This character may be very applicable to ulcers 
in general, and be quite ſufficient as a diagnofis ; but 
many important diſtinctions are to be attended to, 
which muſt have conſiderable influence in the treatment. 
It will be ſufficient, however, to hint at a few of them. 
I. An ulcer may be k. —_ om; external 
cauſes merely. 2 
II. It may be the eee of or be congefind 
with hid bebiact body's n 
III. It may be owing to ſome . contagion. 
IV. The fituation alſo of ulcers deſerves our At” 
tention, IT ey . * the ſurfaces 1 , in 


#29307 oy bp r n 1 


5 f . 
2” ER 3 S 


molli, a materia erodente ortum habens. Differune nidſrur 
in eo vulnus et ulcus, quod in vulnere ſaltem eſt ſoluta unitas; 
vihil vero necefſario de parte amiſſum eit; in ulcere vero ſemper 
aliquid de parte: affecta imminutum et amiſſum eſt, ſi non plus, ſal- 
tem cuticula,” SENNERTUS: ib. 5. pars 2. . Sunt autem ulcera 
m ſolidarum, atque mollium cum cavitate quadam minori, 
ichorum tenuem, ſalſum et acrem fundente, diffolationes et eroſi- 
' ones a ſero extravaſato, et ren . ducentes.” Horr- 
MAN, cap vi. 1. 
It is evident however, that 8 FASL ** flee "Ol 
writers, deſign moreover by an ulcer, an old, or ill-conditioned 
dbſceſs ; and there ſeems to be ſome reafon for this diſtinction, ii 
we would ſpeak with preciſion ; for otherwiſe, every impoſthuma- 
tion, when burſt or opened, as well as every wound after an opera- 
tion, is equally an ulcer—Horrman's words are, Differunz 
ulcera ab abſceſſibus, tum in hiſce, major, quam in illis deprehendi- 
tur cavitag,.atque non tam ſanies aquoſa, ſalſa er acris, quam poti- 
us pus laudabile, bene coctum à ſanguine, in partibus muſculoſis 
ſtagnaute, et mora corrupto, gignitur; licet negari minime poterit, 
ulcera ſæpe ex eee oriri, l N! meri fuerunt 


lus,” . ' | 
2 , „ o * 7 4 4 4 1 * at \ 4 
— 22 * &G 4 +x 
: 101 Wo 4 4 # the 
wo + % 
8 - - 


INTRO DUCTION. 7 


che manner of an eryſipelas; or nartake- \more of the 
nature of a phlegmon, by c- ſeated in * ſub- 
e fy 705 en 
But it will be bene in this Maven 
d diſtinctions, noticed by the beſt writers. 
I. An ulcer, it has been ſaid, may be of ſuch a 
ec that it will not admit of cure.“ This, how- 
ever, cannot often ws the _ and ee not to _ 
- preſent intention. * | 
II. The ulcer may ariſe fz or be W 
with ſuch a peculiar ſtate of the conſtitution, & that 
the patient may be unable to undergo ſuch a diſci- 
pline, as will be abſolutely neceſſary to its cure. 
III. A patient's ſtate of health, or peculiar circum- 
- ſtances in life may be fuch, that the injunction of 
: confinement and a recumbent poſture cannot be com- 
- plied: with. — preſent inquiry will be more 
immediately directed to the treatment of ulcers oc - 
curring under theſe laſt-· mentioned circumſtances; 
and as the lenient method is generally injoined with 
-an horizontal poſition of the limb, they * 
reſpectively fall under conſideration. | 
-$ Ulcers: troubleſome in themſelves, or of ine p 
Landing, are very often brought into a healing ſtate, 
by mild means, and abſolute reſt, where no cachectic 
n e exiſts. If the patient Ker 9 


3 1 B+ rr * : 


Sv ee &c, „Ulcera W vix imo ne vix 

cutantur.“ HOC. Lib. vi. Aob. 48. | 
+ SHArP's Surgery. Iutroduct᷑. page 29., | 1 

2 Ib. page of Ib. page 31. Th, „ 
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live freely, or uſe mueh exerciſe; it is highly proba- 
-ble the ſore wilt break out again. In ſuch a caſe, it 
may be ſaid the perſon has been cured, hut he is not 
reſtored to ſociety, A very natural inquiry ſuggeſts 
itfelf here, viz. Is this the only rational method of 
treating ſuch ulcers If jr can be proved, that a 
ſtrict courſe of regimen is generally unneceflary, and 
that abſolute reſt is often not only needleſs, but pre- 
judicial; if it can be demonſtrated, that by a diffe- 
rent mode of treatment, they may be as certainly, and 
often as ſpeedily cured, and without danger of 
relapſe; it becomes a ſubject highly ee e 
attecfien of every practitioner.¶ 
It has been obſerved, and long hp A decided 
opinion, that wounds or ulcers, ſituated on the lower 
extremities, below the knee, do not generally heal ſo 
kindly as thoſe on the upper parts of the body.“ 
Various reaſons have been aſſigned for this laſt men- 
tioned fact; and as principles are more or leſs con- 
nected with practice, it will be very proper to glance 
at this ſubject, which will ys forward the mene 
diate object of inquiry. 
Theſe extremities being Jepeinding parts, a 8 N 
tion of the circulating fluids has been offered by ſonic 
as an explanation; whilſt others have eee it to 
A2 deſcent of en or vitiated humors. - 


Ie 


a * „ 
8 1 = — o N 2 —— _- 
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It is a maxim in ſurgery, that abſceſſes and ulcers will have 
a greater or leſs tendency to heal, as they are higher or tower? in 
the body. Shane's Surgery. Introduct. page ay eq 
+ See Wiseman, Turner, SHarP. | | 
oy Fans N. De Ulceribus malignantis Natures ow Talia enim — 
in 
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It is ever of the utmoſt conſequence, to ſeparate 
facts from hypotheſes. , Our knowledge is actually 
increaſed by the one ; we are not certain gainers by 
the other. Effects are obvious to every attentive ob · 
ſerver, but cauſes are often latent and dubious. 

The firſt, theory cannot be admitted; as its proxi» 
mate cauſe is, by no means, a conſtant attendant on 
ſore legs: Edema. ſometimes precedes, ſometimes 
accompanies, and often ſeems to be a conſequence - 
of ulcers, but is . one evidence amongſt en, 


of cachexy. 
The ſecond rn cauſe tands merely on a 


hy pothetical baſis. Till we get more diſtinct ideas 
of what is meant by vitiated, or depraved bumors, and 
haye their exiſtence demonſtrated, it ought n not to be 
admitted as the occaſion. of the difference in queſtion ; ; 
eſpecially, as this difference is capable. of being very 
conſiderably leſſened, merely by topical applications 
and exerciſe, as will be ſhewn in its p! proper place. 

Without preſuming abſolutely to remove the | 
difficulty, a, few hints on the 1 may not prove 
unworthy of attention. 


0 
——_©_ Oy... 


in quibus aut pars aſſecta tam vitioſo habitu eſt prædita, ut vel opti- 
mum ſanguinem, qui nutritionis gratia confluit, corrumpat: aut id 
quod influit, adeo perverſum exiſtit, ut etiamſi pars rectè ſe habeat, 
ab ipſo tamen ſolo erodatur. (De comp. med. lib. iv. 

AwBrosE PAR E, on the cacotthic ulcer, copies after Galen 
1 influettem corrumpir humorem,” (ſays be) and on the cacho- 
chymia—* propter iufluentis ſanguinis,. partem ein pata 
aſfecta nimium humida op conleſeit.” | Lib. aii. c.. 
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I. The living power of the animal exiſts in great- 
eſt quantity neareſt the heart. In proportion to the 
different diſtance of parts from this centre of life, 
the circulation of the blood'is more languid, the ani- 
mal heat is at a lower temperature, and the animal 
functions are more liable to interruption. But the 
healing powers depend greatly on the general, or re- 
lative vigor of the ſyſtem: if therefore, the vital ener- 
gy diminiſhes, at a diſtance from the centre, ſhall 
we be furpriſed to find, that the vis medicatrix 
(which owes its ſalutary power to the ſame _—_— is 
diminiſhed likewiſe ? | 
II. In the lower extremities there is diffuſed much 
tendinous or ligamentous membrane. This kind of 
ſubſtance, though not void of ſenfibility, poſſeſſes a 
very ſmall ſhare of it; its blood veſſels are ſcarcely 
viſible unleſs rendered ſo by diſeaſe, and in that ſtate 
it acquires a high degree of irritability. The ftruc- 
ture of the parts therefore, may in ſome caſes, have 
conſiderable influence in retarding the cure of ulcers. 
And perhaps the depending poſition of the limbs, 
though not ſufficient of itfelf, may in ſome degree 
co-operate with other cauſes in producing the evils 
complained of. 
When an vlcer on the lower extremities, tolerably 
free from inflammatory ſymptoms, and unconnected 
with cacotthic, or ſpecific affection of the ſyſtem, be- 
comes intractable under the moſt prudent manage- 
ment, it is highly neceſſary to know the cauſe : In- 
-quiſitive men have, indeed, aſſidiouſly inveſtigated it, 
but to how little purpoſe, the ſucceſs, or rather the 
— BE FA want 
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want of ſucceſs in general practice, too evidently de- 
monſtrates.— I have ventured to ſuppoſe, that the 
moſt probable cauſe is a defect of vital energy, either 
general or local. If general, which it is of impor- 
tance, indeed, to determine, and an atonic ſtate of the 
ſyſtem prevails, that plan muſt be purſued, which is 
moſt likely to produce a ſtate of general ſtrength; 
but if the cauſe: be merely local, our views muſt be 
very different, . It muſt then be treated as a diminu- 
tion of action in the part. Not that it is meant to 
ſuggeſt, that thoſe two cauſes cannot exiſt together; 
they very often meet in the ſame ſubject. But it is 
proper to obſerve, that they may, and often do exiſt 
ſeparately. Nor are we to conclude, that becauſe 
our treatment has a tendency to ſtrengthen the pati- 
ent, the defired end will always be obtained. There 
may be a ſufficient quantity of power in the conſtitu- 
tion to overcome a diſeaft, though that power be not 
fully exerted. It is often neceſſary to rouſe nature to 
action, by the external uſe of ſtimulants. But in do- 
ing this, it will be well to obſerve, that as we have 2 
certain end in view, our means muſt be adequate. 
Stimulating applications may be ſo uſed, as to fret or 
irritate the part, without the leaſt good effect, nay, 
with very bad effects. If the power and action of 
the part be not rendered ſuperior to the diſeaſe, every 
ineffectual effort of nature will increaſe i it, and con- 
Jequently retard the cure. 

Perhaps, the irritation ariſing from mation, may in 
this view, be accounted one kind of burtful ſtimulus, 
when applied to ulcers on the lower extremities. A 


tens perſon 
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perſon afft ed wick this ind of fore; though he ſhould 
not entirely confine himſelf, will be diſpoſed to walk 
Teſs than uſual, and to give the leg ſome little indul- 
pence. The ſtimulus, thus irregularly applied, ex- 
cites the veſſels to an increaſed action; pain becomes 
conſiderable; the ſurrounding parts are inflamed ; 
and the diſcharge is increaſed, He reſts. Nature 


vas making efforts to give a new ſurface to the ulcer, 
but the ſtimulus which excited her to action being 


withdrawn, her attempts are pattial and ineffectual. 


And as more or leſs of lofs of ſubſtance, always pre- 


cedes the ſhooting of granulations, perhaps only the 


firſt part of the proceſs is 'compleated; hence the 
ulcer is more foul, is deeper, and more extenſive than 
before. All theſe evils are attributed to the motion 


of the part, and abſolute reſt is deemed a neceſſary 
requifite towards obtaining 2 cure. — Whether this be 


as evident as it hath been generally imagined, is a 
matter very much to be doubted _ and is wor- 


ty of farther inquiry. 


- lt appears then to be rational, as well as anal 
to experience, to ſuppoſe, that, neither the only nor yet 


the rhief obſtacle to the healing of ulcers can ariſe from 


the legs being depending parts of the body, but as hath 


been obſerved, from their being extreme parts, wherę 
the citeulation is leaſt vigorous. Hence it is, that the 


compfaines of younger people are'chiefly, to 
the head and upper parts of the body, which at's 
more" advariced* age ufually affect the lower; and it 
frequently happens, that fuch as have had ciſorders 
wy eyes hen young, are afflicted with fiſtutæ in 


ano, 


— 


TINTRODUCTTON, wm 


uno, or ſore legs, when they grow older; the circulation 
of the blood through the more extreme parts, and their 
conſequent tone; being then impaired : and every ſur- 
geon knows how much more frequently a gangrene 
is found to ſeize the feet or the toes, than any other 
part of the body. For although the fingers, with 
their veſſels equally ſmall, are at a conſiderable dif- 
tance from the heart, yet the circulation in them is 
more vigorous, both on account of their veſſels com- 
ing from the beginning of the aorta, and the conti- 
nued exerciſe from their more conſtant uſe, The 
lower extremities being ſtill farther diſtant, and not 
ſo much engaged, have theſe diſadvantages compett- 
ſated by the exerciſe nature has impoſed upon them, 
in the ſupport and conveyance of the whole body; 
for the want of which neceſſary ſtimulus, in indolent 
and ſedentary people, the circulation becomes too 
languid to preſerve their due tone. From this cauſe, 
as well as from the anatomy of their parts, it is eaſy 
to account for the ſwelling of the feet and ancles, ſo 
common in ſuch perſons, as well as for chat which 
happens from the limb having been kept, for any 
length of time, in an horizontal poſition : for here, 
whilſt the moles movends is great, the wires moventes are 
diminiſhed. It is therefore preſumed, that exerciſe 
being ſo neceſſary to ſupport general health, and par- 
ticularly the vigor of the extremities themſelves, is ſo 
far from being poſitively detrimental, that under 
proper management, it muſt prove conducive to the 
healing of ulcers fituate upon them. Hence it will 
appear to be the province of art, to deviſe ſome pro- 
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per means to regulate the effects of exerciſe, rather 


than to aim at a cure ſome other way, by ſub- 
verting the order of nature, and depriving the patient, 
for a time, of a neceſſary mean of ſupporting, or re- 
covering his health; which pernicious cuſtom, it is 
preſumed, is one . occaſion of the —_— 
in queſtion, _ 

It may be War to —_ here, to > tade. Game 
antes of certain objections made to this mode of 
.reaſoning, particularly by the Editors of the Critical 
Review, It ſhould ſeem, that ſome of their ſtrictures 
have ariſen either from my having expreſſed myſelf 
inaccurately, or from ſome miſtake on their part; or 
it is not likely they would have adduced the inſtance 
of the diviſion of the ſacro-ſciatic nerve of a frog, in 
oppoſition to the theory I had ventured to advance. 
Buy this inſtance they would intimate, that great ner- 
vous energy is not ſo neceſſary in order to the healing 
of ulcers on the lower extremities, as I am ſuppoſed 
to have imagined ; and that © my theory is therefore 
« fallacious, and the eee drawn from it, 
« erroneous.“ 
I ſhall not ſtop here to make any remarks on = 
cold blood of this aquatic, as rendering it an impro- 
per inſtance for illuſtrating the ſubject in diſpute, 
but [ſhall only point out what my poſition has uni- 
formly been, viz, that the circulation of the blood in 
the lower extremities is too languid for the purpoſe 
oß due incarnation, and the ſpeedy healing of ſores 
ſeated upon them. That ſuch a languor actually 
.exiſls, beſides a variety of other evidences, is demons 
ſtrable 
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Hrable from the vaſt coldneſs of the feet and toes of 

people of a delicate habit, in whotn, indeed, they are 
ſeldom warm but in the hotter months. The fact is 
certainly incontrovertible, the vis vite is actually leſs 
than in ſuperior parts; and wounds oecaſioned mere- 
ly by accident, and under every favorable circumſtance 
of age, conſtitution, &c. and brought into a good ſtate; 
are found to cicatrize more ſlowly than on other parts 
of the body: whilſt no wound heals ſo ſoon any 
where as on the head, let the natural conſtitution be 
whatever it may. As to nervous influence, which the 
objection alludes to, there may be enough of it, of a 
certain kind, for any thing I know, and perhaps often 
mote than we wiſh for ; no ſores being more irritable 
than-thoſe of the legs. And if 1-have-appeared-to 
intimate, that. the lower. extremities are enervated, it 
was intended in ſuch a ſenſe only as to denote their 
atonic ſtate, for want of a due vis vitæ, a fact not to 
be denied; and T have no doubt, has for its cauſe the 
languid circulation in the parts. This, as well as 
every other inſtance of the animal economy is, in- 
dubitably, wiſe and ſalutary on the whole, though it 
will not follow that it is conducive to the healingof ul- 
cers ſo circumnſtanced; and will ſerve to illuſtrate the 
propriety of a meaſure of that exerciſe which nature 
has evidently deſigned the legs to ſuſtain,, and which 
is ſo much inſiſted upon in the copels of this work. 
0 1 ben. The 
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* The idea of a defect of vital energy in the part, has lately 
met wa — . 9 hae eee or rather from Er- 
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6 Nite nature af the ulderative proceſs next de- 
ſerves our conſideration. When from ſome cauſe, ex- 
ternal or internal, ulceration takes place, a very uſual 
way of accounting for this ſolution of continuity has 
been, that there is a melting down. of the - ſoft parts 
into pus, ſanies, &c.“ Experiments on dead and living 
ſubjects have been made to prove this; yet it is ap- 
prehended, this proceſs never takes place in the living 
body; it is a proceſs that contradicts every thing we 
know of the animal economy, and the e of - 
the moſt accurate phyſiologiſts. 125 | 
I 'Vbe perfect ſolution of a ſoft part, even en re- 
moved f . pe is e aner by art, 
| | - unleſs 

— —4j¹4d Da —x—— 
Which being aſcertained by a gentleman in no wiſe concerned in 
this diſpute, may, perhaps, have more weight than if ſuch expe- 
ximents had been made merely under my own eye. 

Mx. PazT1NGToN did me the honor of informing me, "hat as 
ſoon as he had peruſed my treatiſe, he tried the effect of electrĩ · 
city upon ulcers of the legs, ſerophulous ſores in the neck, and 
upon chilblains, whilſt they were under the care of ſurgeons of 
eminence : and that both they and Mr, Partington were ſatisfied 
of its good effects in expediting the ſeveral cures, in conſequence 

of ĩ its local influence and ſtirring up the vires medicatrices in the 
parts. Upon the ſame principle, I apprehend, it has been found 
ſucceſsful in many cutaneous diſeaſes, improperly aſcribed to 
acrimony, and other obſcure qualities prevailing in the ſyſtem, | 
which are rather owing to a diminiſhed wen energy, or d mor- 
bid action, in the part. | 

* Vaſcula diſtenta rupta cum dolore, calore, pulſe, n 
. Tuoseffundunt, ſolyunt, putrefaciunt leviter, ſolida tenera atterunt, 
ſolvunt, fluidis miſcent in unum fimilem album, ſpiſſum, gluuno- 
ſum, pinguem humorem, pus dictum.“ Boer. Ao. 387. 
Pu or matter is cerninly no natural ſeeretion. I believe T 
ma 
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unleſs it be immer ſed in cauſtic liquors;: muab led hene 
we ever ſeen muſcular fleſh, and cellular membrans 
converted into a fluid reſembling pus. Simple divi- 
fion of a living fibre does not neeeſſarily produce tho 
death of that fibre; but decompoſition, either by the 
putrefactiye fetmentation, or by art, never can take 
place without depriving the affected part of its life, 
Moreover, as the purulent matters diſcharged by ul 
ters, differ in their chemical: properties from dead 
animal fibres in a ſtate of diſſolution, wi are certainly 
not authorized to conclude, that there is a ſimi lat ar- 
rangement of particles. Beſides, we ought to find the 
mot profuſe diſcharge from an ulcer during che eur * 
foliation of its ſloughy covering ; whereas the reverſe of 4 
this is really the caſe : an ulcer never pouring qut-lo 
large a quantity of good matter, as during a ſew of the 
firſt days after its ſurface has hecome clean. And every 
practitioner muſt recollect having ſeen eaſes, where 
the dĩmenſions of an ulcer have been increaſed to twice 
its ſize, in the ſpace of a few hours, without. ſuch a 
proportibnate increaſe of the diſcharge, as TO 
to expect under the idea of diſſolutioaÿ. 
The proceſs of ulceration ſerms to be tense | 
of the abſorbent ſyſtem, whereby in conſequence of a 
ſtimulus, it takes up the ſoft parts, and carries them 
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2 venture to , chat the Gifolition of ſome of the ſolid por- 

_ ticles of broken capillary veſſels, and a mixture of ſome part of the 
Juices that ſhould circulate through them, makes a necefſary pare | 
of the F, Mx. Porr. wot, 5 i. 15. 3156. | 
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into the circulation.“ No anatomiſt can doubt the 
poſſibility of this, when he conſiders, that ointments, 
and even powders are readily abſorbed, eſpecially 
where there is a want of cuticular covering. If this 
account of the matter be admitted, we ſhall be aſſiſted 
in underſtanding the cauſe of the rapid progreſs of ul- 
ceration, the exfoliation of dead ſte . and de- 
9 of catious bone. 

Since this tract firſt appeared, it his on objected ; 
to this idea of ulceration, that it is a doctrine as yet 
by no means eſtabliſhed, and although there certainly 
doth exiſt in the animal body a power of abſorbing 
its own conſtituent parts, yet it cannot be proved 
that this abſorption is always attendant upon ulcera- 
tion; nor is there any reaſon that prevents us equally 
from ſuppoſing that ulceration may be the effect of 
ſome external corroding pens, the nature of which 
is unknown to us. 

Such an obſervation Eray Ae A ſerious 
attention, and I do not know that any thing I have 
advanced is directly inconſiſtent with it. I pretend 
to no great phyſiological knowledge, and never in- 
tended to inſiſt upon the extent of the abſorption to 
which I have alluded, or have attempted to prove 
that it always takes place in ulceration; I have only 


mm. *» —_— I. 


* Phyſiology, I believe, is . indebted to the ingenious Mz. 
Huw TER for this no leſs probable, than curious idea. ; 
I See Ma. Cxviksnank's letter on the abſorption of calomel, 
to whom the world is no leis indebted for his indefatigable n- | 


7e. to, and uſeful difcoveries in the abſorbent ſyſtem. 
con- 
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contended, that the, idea. of Mr; Hunter (as far as I 
have adopted it) appears to, me truly ingenious, and. 
fat preferable to that of parts being melted down intq 
pus; againſt which, at leaſt, I imagine ſome argu- 
ments are advanced that will not eafily be overturned, 
It is very probable, indeed, that the animal juices | 
when extravaſated, may-acquire ſuch an acrid quality 
in. a diſeaſed part, as may deſtroy that coheſion: of 
parts neceſſary to their life, and may ſo change them 
that, very little of them may be ſeen; though the whole 
of them may not be taken off by the abſorbents. It 
is certain, that the conſtituent parts of animal bodies 
when reduced to their firſt principles, are but ſmall 
in quantity, and when the body is ſo reduced = 
putrefaction after death, the quantity of earth and 
water is but very inconſiderable. But whatever ana · 
logy- to this putrefactive principle the juices may 
acquire during life, ſo as to be capable of mutilating 
the parts, it will by no means follow, that they are ſa 
changed as to be turned into pus; for not only is 
the diſſolution here ſpoken of, the effect of diſeaſe in in 
| the Juices,” but is ſuch as muſt reduce the parts to 
their fiſt principles, at leaſt in a conſiderable degree, 
and exiſts only in a. foul and bad ſtate of the ſore ; 
AG the. formation of pus, eſpecially. of laydable 
er, depends on the healthy ſtate of an uleer, and 
is i an indication of a favourable iſſue. So 
that, whatever corroding power there may be, whe- 
ther internal or external, it can, by no means, account 
for the. kindly ſuppuration of abſceſſes and ulcers, 
where the parts are ſuppoſed to be melted down into 
9 B | pus. 


n erkerser tes. 


An idea,"as I conceive, ; unbetomings thinks 
by ml; 28 it ſuppoſes ſothtthing ' utterly-anfike 
every thing elſe of Which we have 'afy probable evi: 
dence in the animal ovconomy ;and which was, indecd; 
the chief matter I intended to contro wert, aud muft 
Nil! think, is far lefs probable than that act of the 
abſorbents, conceived of by M. Hunter. 

9 But this idea of ulceration ſuggeſtsia aner 
inquiry, viz. From whence comes — ths purulent mat 
ter diſcharged by ulcers? It has been ſaid, that ul. 
cers are drains to catry off pectant tumors; A bfr dife = 
ſolved cellular and muſcular fubſtance; ＋ ve have 
been told, indeed, that pus exiſts in the blood; and is 

red forth at theſe outlets. The laſt- memtibned 
op is in itſelf ſo improbable, and ſtanding unſup. 
ported by any deeiſive proofs, it may be regarded 
merely as hy pothetical.— A. few remarks on the for- 
mer will vaturally” ariſe in the further diſculfion' of 
e #09) eng on yd 112 ai ⁰,ο,jꝭj⁴ d 


„n Ort et: 84077 1 Dad: t oi 26 Unt 
to 7 * er — — 
© o © Ulezry may be loaked. upon a. pled which nature has 
made choice of te to relieve herſelf,” Le Daax. Fo os 
4 1 pos is a wixture of yarious ingredients, v viz. blood, which 
has loſt its red col6ut, and is the largeſt ingredient in the mixture; 
little viſcid lymphatic juice, and the extremities of the lacerated 
reſſels, which' falt off in ſmall parcels, and are'converied into 8 
ſoftiſn and whitiſh kind of glue.” , F1zzz, Os Suppuratione 
6 Si ſanguis in ventrem effuſas fuerit tñ præter nat: ura pp: necefle 
eſt ut ſuppuratur. Hirroc. Apb. xx, Lib. 1 | 
<« Hac enim parte caro'putrefcit et exulceratur, et accedentem 
pituitam et bilem, inſupor putre facit, et fit * 10 1 — 
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The moſt probable opinion, (ſays a very ingeni- 
ous and reſpectable author) © hithertoadvanced, cons, 
oerning the formation of pus is, chat it is always pro- 
duced by a certain degree of fermentation in the ſe- 
rous part of the blood, after its ſecretion-into the ca» 
vities of uloers and abſceſſes.” This opinion ſtands 
ſupported by the moſt reſpectable authorities, + but 
is not free from difhculties, Serous effuſions made 
from a ſurface, that is not in a ſtate of inflammation, 
will remain for months unchanged, and never aſſume 
the appearance of pus. 1 More or leſs of inflamma- 
rion|| ſeems abſolutely heceſſary to its formation.” Je 
may likewiſe be obſeryed,. that the nature of the diſ- 
charge depends greatly upon the healthy, or morbid 
e the ſore, as will be made to appear in its place. 
Perhaps then, it may approach nearer the truth to 
ſuppoſe, that pus is a ſecretion ſui generis, from the 
ruptured. veſſels of a cavity, or ulcerated ſurface, con- 
ſequent on acertaip degree of inflammation; poſſeſſing 
originally'the' moſt bland and falutary qualities. $ 
0 Not that it is meant to be underſtood, that pus is ſe· 
t 


Mx. Bert. On the Theory and Management of ler, he, 

hs Dr. Gonk Foxpycs, 
t The water in bydrocephalus i internus, aſcites, bydrocele, xc. 
which is generally coapulable, _ 
When a quantity of Huid is ben opt iv apy e, 
(be, inflammation continuing) it ferments, und is e into 
pus.“ Dr. Gren Fonbxex. 

$ It is not neceſſary, that a part ſhall bare preciſely "what, we 
underſtand by 3 glandular ſtructure, in order to ſecrete g guide for 
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eteted in the form under which it appears, but ie is 

probable, that when it covers the ſurface of a wound, 
under the appearance of an adheſive glairy fluid, the 
only difference between this and white pus conſiſts in 
the quantity of ſuperfluous water: when, by remain- 
ing for ſome time upon the part, the thinner fluid 
is abſorbed, or exhaled, the remaining part aſſumes 
opacity, and acquires a thicker conſiſtence; * for: if 
nn ang 4 pb a o_ > — W n are 
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particular jab ay The mucous membrane, which lines, every 
cavity expoſed to the action of external air, ſecretes a fluid called 
mucus, for the defence of that part, &c.—This, in à healthy ſtate, 
is mild and inedorous, and much reſembles the white of an egg, 
being perfectly inſipid 3 and conſequently, can be little more than 
3 mucilage and water. Whereas ſerum contains neutral ſalts in 
abundance ; ſuch mucus therefore cannot be effuſed ſerum, If it 
were merely ſerum, it would be more irritating as its conſiſtency 
increaſed, the reverſe of which is the caſe. When morbid ſecre- 
tion takes place, as in catarrh, gonorrhea, &c. the effects of the 
neutral ſalts in the ſerum poured: out, are pretty evident. Now, 
theſe diſcaſes cannot increaſe the quantity of ſaline matter, conſe- 
quently, we muſt ſeek for the cauſe of this acrimony in the dif- 
ferent action of the veſſels, Theſe variouſly excited, by external 
or internal ſlimuli, to irregularities in their action, may likewiſs 
aſſiſt us iv our inquiries aſter the cauſe of the various appearances 
and qualities of pus, and of the difference between that and fuch 
' morbid ſecretions from an inflamed ſurface, as aſſume a purulent 
appearance. Wich regard to the latter diſlinction, it may be wor- 
thy the conſideration of phyſiologiſts, how far the fmple in lam- 
mation of a ſurface, may poſibly be inadequate to the production 
of true pus; and whether an eroſion, ot Jo/3 of ſubFance, * Boe 
be eſſential to that particular ſecretion. 

dy. in Jour rixorz. (Appendix. 
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examined a few hours after. being dreſſed,” no fuck 


matter as pus will appear, but a thin, -ill-looking- 


fanies is ſpread over the ſurface, #—-Indeed, the fore 
mation of true pus, ind the putrefactire fermentation 
of animal ſubſtanets, bear no reſemblance to each 
other, ſince pure pus is perfectly inodorous, whilſt 
the other emits à volatile alkali. Nor do we find, 
that matter diſeharged from a wound bears any regu- 


lar propetion either in quantity, or quality, to the 
ſuppoſed degree of fermentation. If we only attend 


to the different aſpect of an ulcer, when it produces 
pus, ichor, or ſanics, whether we reaſon analogically, 


or from evident appearinces, the idea that has been 
thrown out, of the healthy or morbid action of the veſ- 
ſels, as the moſt probable Gauſe- of his difference, 
appears, by no means, to be an unreaſonable conjec- 

ture. In 2 9 2h * this treo. however, , halt 
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* — 4c a fallacy may, be diſcerned 19 abs he: 
ery of the late Mr. Freke, though i it is a much more rational one 
than that of Concoction, « or what 1 is aſually meant by ſernientation. 


He humorouſly obſerves, if it can be ſhewn, that any part of the 


blood, put into a ſand beat, and digeſted there, or ther decoMiig 
it ever ſo long, produces any thing like laudable pus, he willgive 
up his theory, Viz, that pus is produced by deſpuroation, or agitn- 
tion, from the ſerum of the blood paſſing through, the partially 
obſtructed extremities of divided, or ruptured veſſels, which like . 
ſponge, refiſting a free paſſage to the globules of alt *ontaltied in 


the blood, beats up the ſerum in its paſſage into a froth, juſt as 


| foap and water 7 by by « a .like | agitation.—AzT of ** | 
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mention one fact that may merit ſame attention; Viz 
' that not only hy medicines, but by mere external ap- 
plications; it is frequently in the ſurgeon's\pqwer,to 
alter both the appearance, and the quantity of mattex 
diſcharged: from. a ſore, as every man of any experio 
ence muſt often have had occaſion to obſerve. | 
But, the idea of true pus being a diſſolution of the 
muſcular. and ellular ſubſtance, &e. may, in another 
point of view, ſeem to demand a little farther atten- 
nion. a ſupport of this opinian, we are told, that in 
every collection of matter, there is actually very con- 
fiderable loſs of ſubſtanee in the parts; and for proof 
of it; we arg pointed to the cavity from whence the, 
matter hag flawed, on the. burſting; or opening of the 
abſceſs, and,to the difappearance of the cellular and 
adi poſe membrane ; the greateſt part of which, how- 
every Femp,onhjreo be dene. To examine this „ 
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the euſe of large 2 ſuch 15 the plus 
abſceſs 11015 whence a pint, or more, of matter has 
3 run ous. on the ſpontaneous giving way, or artificial 
= opening of che integuments. In fuch caſes, has there 
been a/ de ſtruction of muſcle, veſſels, cellular and 

_ adipofe tyetmbrane, equial'to the quantity of pus, or 
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4 EE on beg animals bave * becn made to Fr. 
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£444) to a pint, ot more, of matter Me may, in: 
Gerd. find the; wuſples, ſeparated, g from. avgther, 


and the cellular membrane torn away by the weight 
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ban, / —— 'thas bes been advanced, . 
the, formation. of puz, r: doctrine. of: the apſorption t 
po ate. the nin. Far ase 1e 3 
ſaid.qn, the, latter ig merely to, account for a loſs of 4 
parts, which ſometimes, actual) diſappear | in the BY = 
g. eee 5 one eee e roy pol ſes 
d of partaip be.deltrayed, (im grder to account 
17 75 ve (vppyration) where re ſuch ms. 
nifeſt e 94 7 in! large e colledtions of - 

. e there 4 Log! Va odigiqus di iſcharge on the 

burſting e able abſceſs, but, it often continues im- 
po fry and eyen-for mgniths, till the patf- 
Ent bs d lel oj it; yet upon opening the e 1 

only, a very fal | Portion n of wuſcle, Appears to he lo 
and x there i is; luder or ng More. « deficiency of a adipofe 
membrave 3 in dhe: part, thap throughout che rell of t tl 
body; 8 the whole ol which, in 21 cales, 1 is exceedin n 
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| charge. 


great loſs of parts; and in che preſent, there is not # 
loſs of parts pfoporticniSte” to the immoderate gifs | 
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But it is ſaid by others, that there is not, Irdees#; 
fo great a diffolution of folid parts, as to ſutniſh the 
whole of theſe purulent matters, but ſo much of 


them is melted down as gives tenacity to the fluid; 
and is an eſſential ingredient in true pus.“ Beſides 


what has been already advanced in auſwer to this 
latter aſſertion, it may be obſerved, that wherever 
there is an evident admixture of fat, or of the craffi. 
mentum of blood, or the parts ate if a lax and 
noughy tate, the pus is never good, but always thin, 
diſcoloured, or fetid. Whereas, when the ſurface of 


an ulcer is firm and forid, without the eaſt appear 


ance of the melting down of parts, (as it is called) 
there, it has been obſerved, 1 bus is thick and 
good; there only 1 is it album, Teve et gualtb. 

Moreover, if the diſſolution 'of otganized patts, 
does not furniſh a very conſiderable portion of the 
'purulent diſcharge, it can ſupply only a very ſmall 
part of it, and is rather an accident, in particular 
Inftances, than a heceſſaty ingregietic in true pus. 
This, I think; way be ſufficiently manifeſt from what 
has been faid above on the Rate of the parts, as they 
"appear in thoſe who die of an atrophy; in conſequence 
of very large incurable abſceſſes, as well as from the 
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whenever there is an admixturvof fat; or of the emiũ · 
mentutn of the blood. © And if ſo Hittle of the pus 
can be furniſhed' by the diffolution' of ſolid parts, 
und its true purulent appearatice'be not ' occaſion> 
6d thereby, the difficulty is not removed, and 
the queſtion returns, via. ho is put formed Þ=-a 
queſtion I have attempted to anſwer, and it ig 
hoped; in a manner, that for any ching that has yet 
been advanced to the contrary, may appear more ſatis 
factory and rational than any other wecount that has 
been given of the matter. a mO n ernobioes 
When the conſtitution bacz ure demi beef 
life; been long accuſtomed to the preſenes of an ulcer 
in ſome part of the body, practitioners have been 
much divided about the propriety of attempting a 
cure. It has been deemed improper to heal it, with - 
out ſubſtituting a drain in ſome convenient part; in 
its ſtead # This opinion is founded purtly on theory, 
partly on obſervation, If we regard v1d uleers as 
drains, or outlets for vitiated humots ; the evacu- 
ants of à conſiderable quantity of fluſds, where re- 
tention. muſt diſorder, or overload. the ſyſtem, and 
Me plethora, f &c. ſuch ideas myſt naturally pro- 
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al 8 Mi- Beat, On ligt who thinks ide: io dl cafe jo 
ple boy of which ſentiment farther naves will, be when. 

I A meſure qu'on traypille Auge In ulcere, il faut avoir ſoin 

diouvrit un cautere à la partie qu'on juger le plus convenable, 

pour donner aux mauvaiſes humeurs un pzochgir ala place de 

celui qu'on va boucker, „Pain de Hie, Cc. 
2085 Ma, Rake "it : 
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dne a doubt of be, ,oxpedienty of effecting ſo im- 

portam a change :] and facts art not wanting to pro 
that diſagreeable, and even fatal conſequences, haxę 
followed the drying up of long sont: an 
even of iſſues .* But theughiithe facts canhot be de- 
nied, the explanation given of them may be, called 
an gueſtion. o$//1W eoknow;; that in many! caies very 
ſuſpicious a priori, ulcers have been dried i up. nt 
ody without bad conſequences, but where veny ;con- 
Aderable advantages have enſued. Whereas, c fatal 
accidents have ſometimes taken place aſter the cauti- 
dus rchealing: ef more recent fares in apparently good 
Paobits of body, which would ſcarcely have. been 
attrſbuted to ſueh cures as totheir proper cauſe. The 
p. Hoe and propter Hoc, it is well known, require a 
ziodieious diſcrimination.—Wbete, indeed, there has 
Jong been a very profuſe diſebarge of matter, a ceſ- 
fatzon of the ;aocuſiomed evacuation tnay haue ſome 
influence. But if particular caſes: are excepted; it ĩs 
more than grobahie, that che effect; of ulcerꝭ upon 
the gonſtitution: is not to be imputed to the Quantity, 
Enna untl a A \.. Gta tt $3: ters 11 


nr te - Sni Surely, Ed Len. 
t Uleen diuturna et inveterata non ſine periculo curantur, niſi 
corpus diligenter purgetur, et victus ratio bona obſervetur ; cujus 
wi ere haßt Pal Faber, de Jucdefb Hits dul eum 
uleus iweterbtum in eftire fniſtrb ub empirico” ldd cbrarufn 
Fullſize; pott henſes Niquot pteurfide in” finiſtro-latere correptus, 
argue de mbhuus eff, et morbo N ralia expult, Thalia tea 
a wee uch ger Wied. 
* en e Lib. s. Þ eite. 
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much leſs to the Quality of the matter diſcharged by 
em; which it is likely, depend on the ſtate and 
action of the veſſels of the part, where, at leaft; there 
is no-ſpecific contagion. No opinion is more popu · 
lar than the exiſtence of humors in the blood and 
perhaps very few opinions Have leſs; foundation in 
fact. The ferum of blood may differ in cunſiſtency, 
and contain more of: leſs ſalint particles ; the ted glo- 
bules may exiſt in greater or ſcmaller quantity; the 
coagulating lymph may vary in its relative propor- 
tion to the watery parts of che blood if we advance 
much farther, we are treading merely on n 
ground. 6; li Lata 267 BK D 11042! 
Nor arg wegxarranted quart eee 
that Quantity, ought to inſſpęenqe us much more in 
the healing af ulgers, This haz. indeed, been firongly 
aſſerted by, many, and is. urged by Mr. Bell in the laſt 
edition of his Treatiſe upon Ulcets ; but it is appre · 
bended, without any appearance of argument Let 
us inquire into the fact Are the effects of ulcer̃s 
upon the conſtitution, by any means, propartionats 
to the quantity of matter diſcharged by, them 2 Nay, 
do they not more commoply take place in people of 
2 ſpare and thin habit, and thoſe of a lax fibre; tathet 
than in the athletic, and ſuch. as are ſubject to ple- 
thora? And do we not ſee, that the ſpecies of ulcer, 
and its ſeat, very often determine its harmleſs," or 
miſcheivous tendeney? Whatever may be the habit 
of body, were we always to, form 3 
of che termination of ulcers, from the quantity of 


n ſurface 
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ſurface: they occupy, or the fluids they diſcharge; 
every day's experience would prove the fallacy -of 
ſuch an indication. Small ulcers, (unattended with 
caries of the bone) may bring on hectieal ſymptoms, 
and the amputation of the whole hab ban ave 
the life, and reſtore the health of the patient. 

It has been obſerved by the Editors of the! On 
n in their remarks upon this tract, that they 


blaxe ſeen . both aſihma and Palſy repeatedly brought 


on and "cured; by healing an old ulcer and again 


opening it; nor would any remedy prevent the re- 


currence'pf theſe dangerous diſorders or cure them, 
without reſtoring the uſual diſcharge; and from the 
very ſame part. I feel myſelf indebted to every rea- 
der who may ſtate objections in an open and candid 


manner, eſpecially when they relate to matters of 


fact, as in the preſent well choſen inſtance. But, k 
imagine it cannot be a preſumption to ſuppoſe, that 
ſuch inſtances are very rare, and can therefore operate 
only in a way of general caution. As to the more 
common evils which may have followed the healing 
up of ſore legs, it has been obſerved, that they cannot 
all be attributed to the cure of the ulcer, though it is 


poſſihle ſome of them may. But this, is has been 


ſaid, is an effect, by no means, peculiar to the cure of 
ſore lege and I am certain, for I ſpeak from experi- | 
ence, is ſeldom owing to the eure, but to the improper 
manner in which the healing has been accompliſhed ; 


 - Whereby'the veſſels of the part are left under a certain 


diſtempered ſtate and morbid action, which termi? 
9 81411 f ä nate s 


nates either in à new vleer, or irritates the ſyſtem : 
effects that can very rarely follow a proper digeſtion 
aud due cure of the ſore. And this is a circum- 
ſtance of ſuch importance in regard to ſore legs, that 


if properly attended to muſt, ſooner or later, induce 


ſurgeons to adopt the plan now, upon due reflection 
and experience, again commended to their notice; 


and will, I hope, eventually prove a laſting benefit ta 


ſociety, when I can no longer bave an intereſt in 
it. But to return from this little digretfion : it is 


general doctrines that good praQtitioners will have 


regard to, and the ſafety of healing old ulcers on the 
legs, is mentioned as ſuch; and as a general doctrine, 
L may venture to ſupport it both from reaſon and 
experience. Nor do objectors, I imagine, deſign to 
prohibit the cure of them on every occaſion, in the fear 
of aſthma, palſy, orany otherchronic complaint. - Par- 


ticular exceptions there, doubtleſs, are to every gene- 


ral rule, and wirh which men of practice are very well 
acquainted, and to which they will cautiouſly attend: 
though by the bye, ſurgeons are continually attempt- 
ing the cure of old ulcers on the legs in every large 
hoſpital, juſt as readily as if no kind of bad conſe- 


quence were ever to be apptehended; and when they 


fail of ſucceſs, are nevertheleſs in no fear of inducing 
an aſthma, by removing the ſalutary ulcer, at the 
expence of the limb. As to the peculiar objection 
to healing old ulcers, there is a deal of fallacy in the 
circumſtance of the length of time an ulcer may hap- 


pen to have ſubſiſted, and particularly with regard to f 
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poor people, in whom it: often becomes ſtationary 
merely from their neceſſitous ſituation, which. de · 
ptives them of the beſt means of relief; to Which 
may be added, their not being in a capacity af com · 
plying with the miſtaken notion of the neceſſity 
ant W proved eventually the occaſion of 
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= A anonymous writer, who lacy ſoggelied his 1 on 

blectated legs, with a view to lead ſurgeons to inveſtigate the Tub- 
Ject, juſtly claims from his candour a title to notice, eſpecially, 
from me, for the polite” mention made of the plan I had recom» 
mended, which was, then but juſt. publiſhed. And it is with pleas 
ſure L can aſſure this gentleman, that the treatment of ſore legs 1 1s 


now a matter taken up in different parts of the kingdom, and with 
| a ſucceſs that has ſerved amply to confirts che practiſe I had ſug- 


geſted: Every freſh inſtance has demonſtrated the propriety of 
the idea I threw out, as to the occafion of the difficulty of the cure, 
and the means of removing it, as well as of the futility of at · 
tempting it upon the lenient plan, which, as this writer ohſer va 
either fails in the firſt inſtance, or the ſore often breaks out again, 


In farther confirmation of this ſentiment, I would remind this 


candid inquirer, that much more powerful applications than yellow 
baſilicon are required to bring ulcers into a good ſtate, which once = 
effected, dreſſing them with a auld digeſtive will not keep them 
open, (as he has ſuggeſted, in caſes where he apprehends they 
ought to be preſerved as iſſues,) unleſs it be from its not being 
ſufficiently active; and not from its ſtimulus. Let the pea be 
taken out of an iſſue, and the ulcer dreſſed with yellow baſilicon 3 
or a perpetual bliſter. be treated in like manner, and they will nei- 
ther of them be long kept open; whereas, common bliſters are 
ſametimes difficult to be healed ; and exery ptactitioner muſt have 
known them continue open for two or three months, in ſpight of 
every attempt to the contrary, -eſpecially in teething children 5 
Gough here, it is acknowledged, the“ evil is not local. This wri- 
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oleuce gad aecideut, which uſually attend: che lowes 
Aaſſes of mankind. 48020 
he ill- effects which ulcers have upon the con⸗ 
ſtitution depend, it has been ſaid, on the circumſtames 
and ſituation of the ſore, and ſeem to ariſe from ĩtriati 
on and the conſequent general ſtate of excitement: int 
whichthe ſyſtem is thrown. When the diſcharge is ver 
ptofuſe, inanition is produced ; but ſimple inanition 
is not a proximate oauſe of hectic fever, norcof ſymp⸗- 
toms of iĩrritation.æ The ſyſtem being kept ãn a per: 
petual ſtate of tenfign,'by the conſtant ſtimulus of an 
ulcer, and nature fruitleſsly exbauſting herſelf to ſubs | 
due an obſtinate diſeaſe, will ſufficiently account for 
chat train of ill ſymptoms, which: nete ace: 
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re idea way. . wy to exemplify what pains. mp, 
upon the lenient plan, to compel ulcers. of the legs to dry up, 
hes the light fimulus of a mild Mgeſtibe is ſuppoſed capable 
of keeping them open . We candot therefdte infer; from ſome 
contplaints ſur cerding to eures effected it the ordinary i that 
were gan be no ſaſe way of healing ald ulcers ; nor learn, from 
yeh, prise, when, pr by what means they may be falueary, or 
injurious t to the habit. 

* Wounds of the 2 ligaments, eftiges; and the cavities 
of joints, are more {able to be attended with ſymptom of irita- 
tion, than the inflammation of other parts: hy ſuch ſymptoms 
therefore are meant, great depreſſion of ſtrength, anxiety, frequent 
_ reſpiration, quick and ſmall pulſe, a tendency to delirium, or ſpaſ- 

modic: affections of the muſcles, Theſe ſymptoms. do not indicate 
a diſcaſe of the general ſyſtem, but depend upon the preſence of an 
irritstiog cauſe and hen the cauſe is removed, the effect imme 


diately ceaſes, 
dts panies 
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panies ulceration. But though ſtimuli, in certain 
habits; and under certain circumſtances, may prove 
detrimental to health, yet in many inſtances, we ſind 
them excellent remedies. The good effects of bliſters 
and cauſtics; applied near the ſeats of diſeaſes, are 
generally knoun; yet we do not ſuppoſe, that there 
s any ſpecific virtue in cantharides, neither do we, 
regard them as the evacuants of vitiated humors. It 
is a fact pretty generally admitted, that however plen- 
tifully a bliſtered part may pour out its ſerum, it is 
often more advantageous to heal the ſore, and apply a 
freſh ſtimulant, than to keep it open by mild digeſ- 
tives. If the good effects of bliſters, therefore, be ad - 
mitted upon theſe principles, why reject this reaſoning 
in the caſe of ulcers, which may not improperly be 
termed perpetual bliſters or iſſues? ; 

The effects of ulcers upon the conſtitution in gene- 
ral, being thus hinted at, the main queſtion may be 
reſumed, viz. Is it always proper to attempt the cure 
of ulcers? Were a general and direct anſwer. to 
be offered, it might be given in the affirmative. 
Should a caſe occur (which is not improbable) where 
upon the whole, it may be judged a leſs evil to ſuffer 
the ulcer to remain, than to attempt its cure; yet if its 
extent of ſurface be very conſiderable, it will be pru- 
dent to leſſen no To this may be nnn 
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4 Natura enim, ſemper ſolicita eſt in conſervatione individu; 
tui, morbiſque ſeſe opponit ; ſed prout valida aut imbecillis fuerit, 
aut victi ix evadit, aut ſuccumbit. Hit banvs, Oherv. Chirurg. | 
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chat at the ſeat of an ulcer, bowever ſmall, may 
be in a very inconvenient part of the body, a large 
iſſue * may; in many eaſes, be ſubſtituted in ĩts ſtead 
which if this reaſoning be valid, will much oftener 
than it is imagined, have the ſame good effect. 
Whether, therefore, we regard the operation of ulcers 
as a drain, or as a ſtimulvs to the ſyſtem, there can ſel- 
dom be any — objection againſt healing 
chem. 

The preceding obſervations are natural, they are 
founded on facts, and it is hoped, they will ſupport 
the inference intended to be drawn from them. Many 


of them almoſt inſenfibly occurred to the author in te 


courſe of his practice, nor did he diſcern half their 
force, till repeated experience conſtrained him to at- 
tend to them, and forced on bis mind ſuch reflections 
as led to ſupport them. Be it obſerved, however, 
once for all, that ſuoreſs'preceded his reaſonings, and 
though he ſhould have'lalled in his theory, the facts 
ſtand unaltered, and every mam) will find himſelf at 
| liberty to prefer his own ilfuſtration of them. He 
concludes it, indeed, far ſafer, even induſtriouſly-to 
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In all theſe caſes, it is proper to purge once or twice a week 
with calomel, if the patient can bear it, and to make an iſſue 
when the ſore is almoſt healed. Stare, Introduction, þ. 40. 

t Ls Dzan, Bert, The latter has ſome obſervations tending 
| to prove, that the diſcharge from a common iſſue is uſually much 
greater chan i is generally imagined. 
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invent a ſpecious theory in ſupport 
to found a practice on mere metaphyſical reaſonings, 
however ingenious they may ſeem. If he has erred, 
he has erred on the ſafe ſide, and again cheerfully 
ſubmits both his principles and practice to the Judge 
ene v aarred V3 


ans. 4 —_— EE. Q — OD Es oomo—y 4 oO 5 8 11 ” * % " K EINER 


Fw wy 


Jil 


4 


o + * 7 * 7 
1 . \ * 5 2 ” * . ” 
"4 . 
6 * 
, * 
. ” . * . - « 
: - £ # = i 1 * ic , Z 2 p | 
* * 0 4 
* " 
= 
7 . * * 
«© by s n « 4 4 1 ” l 
Y 8 
. k — of U * nd * 
* =» : 3 , N 
4 * . & # 5 ” N 5 4 4 * 7 
— 4 o 4 p * — * # 


vr ON 


* # . « 
"ATT * Y * \ F 'l 


ULC E R 8 of the L E G 8. 


NIE , — ; 1 2 
N the treatment of ulcers on the lower extre= 
1 mities, it has been eſteemed of the utmoſt 
importance, to confider the ſore ih 2 peculiar 


| connexion with the general health of the patient. 


In this view, it has been judged ſufficient to bring 
ſome ' ulcers into an eaſy, harmleſs ſtate; whilft 


others, from their long continuance, Alte, or 


advanced age of the patient, have been thought 
incapable of cure. But where none of theſe im- 


Pediments may occur, ſurgeons, nevertheleſs, differ 


very much about the moſt ſafe and rational means 
of accompliſhing it. 

Whether there be many ulcers whoſe cure may 
not be undertaken with the greateſt ſafety, and 
probability of ſucceſs, I ſhall not diſpute again in 


this place; and however numerous they may be, 


the known rules of art are ſufficient for every thing 


C2 that 
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Wat ſeems to be expected from f. Fa however, | 


venture to add, that perhaps nothing will contribute 
ſo much to the eaſe of the patient, as the bandage 
hereafter to be mentioned, drawn moderately tight. 
It is * conpneey curablg ulcer thepy. t ill be 
the chief ſubject l of this tract, iacludihg, Nowever, 
many of thoſe found in that dubious ſtate ſome 
practitioners have imagined... i | | 
To purſue this intention more perfectly, it 
will be neceffary to take a comprehenfive view of 
the vſual-modes of - treatment recommended to- 
gether with the internal remedies on which ſur- 
geons have at different periods principally relied. 
And here a large field for diſputation would open, 


if notice were taken of every thing that has bee + 


in vogue, or has had ſome warm advocates « even fr 

the preſs. But I ſhall oply glance at ſuch things D 
have pot been generally adopted, and ſhall chiefly 
confine my obſervations to thoſe i in great credit 
amongſt ſurgeons of reputation, who the author of 

this little eſſay wiſhes may peruſe it with the ſame 
degree of candor, that he bas meant to exerciſe of 
_ modeſty and reſpect, in the Uperty be bas Jaken in 
differing from them in opinion. He e es 
knowledges the ſuperior abilities of many of thoſe 
who may be his readers, as well aß their more extep- 
five experience in the general practice c of ſutgery——be 
thinks, however, he has ſome improvements to offer 
on the article of ulcers, though there are ſo many 
ethers, in which he Ae thiok it ſufficiently ' ho- 
norable : to, ſay, 1 pres Fees f von Pulibus ful. 
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Ik muy Be proper to begin with the internal 
remedies, as they will "require but few obſervations, 
und will ſerve to unfold the nature of che plan 
propoſed in the folldwins pages. Aniongft remedles 
of this claſs, che Sibvfa, Sof ANU, and 'N1Twt 
were once in great repute with ſome practitioners. 


Of the foriner "Which" has been tried in ſo many 


Cötplalnts, kite Mork deed be fad in this days 
walten it Bath failed of thar general ſueeeſs we 


were once Tide to expect, in any of thoſe "fot 
which it was at firſt (6 highly recommended; though 


ir Well Known there "are others, in Which it fre- 
quentty probes à molt valuable remedy. In the 
bands of judicious pbyficians, and particblarly theſe 
Stent ornaments to the profeſſion, Dr. Marren, "and 
the late Dr. Forbergill, many ſevere anomalous em- | 
Plaints have been immediately relieved by it, after 

havin g withfto6d"every rational means that could be 
thought of * rde cictita, however, is no ſpecifiefor 
TC ITD TIF 15 7 | ry wy * 7916 3; I? Karp 


01 Fr 2 eres . * If i *) WY writ ' 47 4 = * | 2 4 


. eon OBs 25 rr OE 
Of this, * er of that Pages u perbaps, N the 
moſt fortunate inſtauces, when under the care of Dr. WAR RENYW 
for a moſt ſevere and painful affection of the face. Phe cicota 
alſo proved equally ſucceſsful. in regard, to Mrs. Underwood, w | 

afflited- for a long time, with. violent pai in the flomach, 

for which Dr. V. arran bad previouſly directed cordials, Gab as 
opium, without any lating, advanrage.—The author hopes he ſhall : 
pat offend that emjpept. "practitioner, by taking this opportunity 
of publicly acknowedging, the very great 2 he has been 
long under to his. friendſlup : and ſervices z and as, by no means, 
the leaſt of them, that he has * more than once, the kind 
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face legs, and; though it may have its uſe as an 
anodyne, in a; few caſes hereafter to be mentioned, 
it will be ſufficient to obſerve here, that it bath, 
perhaps, done leſs for theſe than for any ulcers, 
for meh it bas, been at diffrent times. recom- 

The dane 1 bende bis yorn long exploded, 
2044. remedy” not at all to be depended upon, and 
would not have been mentioned- here, if great things 
had not once been ſaid of it. It appears, however, 
to have had its uſe in ſome caſes, which I was witneſs 
to many years ago, when houſe · ſurgeon to St. George's 


hoſpital, but it is certainly much too powerful and 


uncertain a remedy for general uſe, and no rule has 
been found whereby a judgment might be formed 


of the probability of its ſucceeding, unleſs it may be 
ſaid in caſes attended with great pain; and herein it 
is not only far leſs certain than opium, but much 
inferior to the cicuta. It may, however, be admi- 
niſtered with ſafety for a few days, and will often 
produce a florid ſurface on an ill-conditioned ſore. 


| Nirtzs was a few years ago recommended in the 


cure of W and having been long oo arg of 
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inſtrument of ae the valuable days of bis neareſt relative, 
and choiceſt comfort in life, The cicuta hath likewife been 
ſometimes efficacious in diſeaſes of the moſt dangerous nature, and 
even in that opprobrium to the healing art, the cancer; when 
ſeated in the uterus, Of this, the writer moy give the public a 
fuller account in ſome future work, if the remedy ſhould con- 
finue to be as ſucceſsful as he has in ſeveral N ver 
experienced . 

Dr. Rowrzv, On Ukcers i the Lon 
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very thing that promiſed relief in theſe complaints, 
I. was readily diſpoſed to attend to it. After a fair 
and repeated trial of it, I can venture to fay only, that 
it is likely to be uſeful upon the lenient plan, aa t 
cettainly eo- operates with the intention there pur - 
ſued, of reſt, evacuations, &c. by its known quality 
of. leſſening ſenſibility in the nerves of the ſtomach 
and the general ſyſtem, and thus making the fluids 
eirculate more ſlowly : but it has been obſerved, & that 
the cure of ulcers, when accompliſhed by ſuch means, 
is, ſeldom permanent. Beſides, the poſſibility of 
ſuch a medicine, in large doſes long continued, pro- 
ducing ſome unpleaſant effe&s in certain conſtitutions, 
may be conſidered. as another objectian-to its general 
_ uſe. It is, indeed, a well known and powerful 
diuretic, but when taken in tho large doſes preſcribed, 
its temporary good. effects, I apprehend, are not ſo 
much to be attributed to this as to its ſedative pow- 
ers. In more moderate doſes, however, it may be 
adminiſtered in thoſe. caſes, wherein the above res. 
medies are mn. alles Wis as will be . | 
bereafter. c{ ene 19) Men 

Before I ad o  dogpderaher; into the * 
of internal remedies, it may not be amiſs to glance 
likewiſe at ſome external modes of treatment not 
generally adopted, which might not, indeed, be 
thought worth mentionipg, but that T wiſh to noticd 
every thing that has been reputedly ſucceſsful, __ 

One of theſe conſiſts of frictions, and though it 
5 way be: accounted in ſome g's empirical, PPM 
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_ the ulcers are apt to break out again. 


* uſed in an, 3 the ene not 
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toineides with the preſent plan, as it proves a ſti - 


mulus, ſupplying the defect lariſing from the languid 
tirculation in the extremities. It will thereby li- 
berate the parts, and open the fine veſſels termin- 
acting on the ſlin 3 but there is ſomething ſo painful 
(as I am told) in the operation, and ſo inelegant and 
ibartificial in the mode, that e e tres 
bably ever adoptit. 265 34 49) 4 4944 n 21811193 263 © 

There are ether empiries who efectually basses 
of the legs without- confinement, or regulation of 
diet, ſome of them with, and others without the uſe 
of tight bandage; one of theſe makes free uſe of the 
mercur. cortofiv. rub. and as N appears, with very 
good ſucceſs. But where no bandage: has been ap- 


710900 


- Another. method among ſueh practitioners, is that 
of bathing the limb in aſtringent liquors, or applying 
aſtringent lotions or dreſſings. And indeed fuch à 
practice in ſome caſes, with certain limitations and 
additions, ſeems more intitled to attention, than 
many other external applieations; though it is cx« 


pable of doing great miſchief in the hands of empitics. 


This method, however, as far as. I have been able to 


„ eee wee ev rd bandage or reſt. 


"| Beſides theſe methods, there are others which have 


26014 70 * 


* Pefridtto poteſt Girers Kane, 5 —.— 1 dura lis 


| 15 molks'{olvere: multa n minuere:; 3. moderata craſſefacere. 
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Withour ſome ſuecefs; but .o msech- pate las Been 
taken to concen! them, ttiar cbeit good eſe WR 
neceſſarily vet y Nenited· Atmomgſt "theſe, che- moſt 
remurkable thut has come tomy knowledge, is th 
long practiſed by à teſpectable gentleman not bf 
profeſſion ; who died ſoon” after the fortter irion 
of this work appeared. He, indeed, ' evet” ke pt. his 
remedies as ſecret as poſſible; but, iris to be opel. 


his ſucceſſor in this branch of the healing art, may be 


prevailed upon to act with 2 Hberuftty becoming dhe 


#1289}! Ls i: £434 52 51 AW VAL: „ohn — 


741 Seed vb, os tte hotice of fach ae ele 
dies as have been in more general Uſe, and ate filr it 
great reputation with the belt prackitioners in ſurgery. 
The firſt I mail mention is MEAT. This Bay, 


indeed, be uſed with great advantage in many 1 e 


25's moſt powerful deobſtruent and fiimdfant. 
when © exhibited freely; ſd 48 to raiſe 4 faliva. 


tion, the caſe is entirely elianged; it may, indeed, 


from the vaſt diſcharge it oechffons by the vat 294 


ſecretions, in a few inſtances carry off fotnething that 
has been injurious to the Habit, and may efpectlty 
keep it from the wound, and from colnteraQting ' the 


ſurgeon's deſigns ; but it is very probable, it uſually 


the preſent, and thereby coincides' with the 1 inten- 
tions of reſt, diet, and purgatives,” as will be farther 


ſheun/ in the ſequel of this work. And every candid 
PIETY uy that of 5 the” caſes” of Tore 
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acts far more powerfully by reducing the vis vite for | 
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legs that return ſo frequently to the hoſpitals, the 
greateſt number is from thoſe. who were cured under 
courſe. of mercury; nor is it even probable, chat 
— and laboxious men, whoſe | ſores have been 
N bealed by the means of ſo debilitating a plan, ould. 
continue long in a ſound ſtate, when they return to 
their, uſual. .diet and. exerciſe. 3162400 Mos. 21611 50 
A  CaLoMEL taken — 
alterative, though it leſs powerfully promotes the ſe - 
cretions, acts nevertheleſs upon the ſame; plan, and 
being, indeed, uſually joined with purgatives, cannot 
fail to effect juſt, as much as other medicines. of this 
claſs... It may have one advantage of them, however, 
by acting as a ſtimulus to the ſyſtem, and in com- 
mon with other mercurials is likely to be — 
where. the habit may be tainted with lues venerea. 
; Penpviay Bank is directed in the. cure of — 
of the legs, as it is alſo of many other ſores, and is, 
doubtleſs, a very valuable drug. In the caſes before 
| us, and perhaps in all others, it acts as a tonie, and 
as ſuch, often produces wonderful effects ; neither 
phyfician nor ſurgeon would willingly practice with- 
out it: but in the preſent inſtance, it may be ob- 
jected to, in many caſes, as a medicine to be very 
long continued, at leaſt, with the view in which it is 
ſometimes preſcribed. It is uſeful only where nature 
is languid, and her powers ſtand in need of affiſtance | 
to. bring an ulcer into à good ſtate; it may then, 
in general, be ſoon diſcontinued, as ſhould every 
other means uſed under the idea of expediting 2 
cure. It may be doubted, indeed, if it ever acta as 
* „ AR 
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an aſtringent in this way, but if it does, it · will he 
often injurious, as will be farther explained in its place. 

After what has been ſaid, little need to be oh- 
ſerred on the article of Puseixg, unleſs it, be. 0 
make an; apology for ſo egregious a deviation from 
the general, and. moſt antient ptactice zu and this I 
am ready to do both on the preſent, and every other 
occaſion, when 1 ſhall be found differing from gen- 


tlemen who have made ſurgery their ſtudy and prac- 


tice, much longer, and to more advantage than I have 
pretended to,—But, amicus Plato, amicus Socrates, fed 


magis amica veritas. To yield to any authority, 


would here be criminal. Facts muſt, and will 
ſtand.—I have ſeen the practice of the maſt eminent 
of the profeſſion both here and in Paris, and have 
profited from it; but in this inſtance, at leaſt, ge- 
neral preſcription has failed, and every man knows 
hoy tedious is the cute, and how frequent the relapſe 
of ſore legs. Nature is compelled to dry up, the 
ſurface of the ulcer, by. the i improper help of epu- 
lotics, reſt, abſtinence and phytic, rather than en- 
couraged to throw off by the ſore, whatever is offen- 
five, to fill up the ſurface with ſound fleſh, and gra- 
dually to abate the diſcharge, only in proportion as 
that ſurface diminiſhes.— This is the work of na- 
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* See de Li. 4. Ha. "Torwun, Sn4ny, and 
Hzisrtx on Ulcers of the Legs, the laſt of whom more particularly 
adviſes frequent purges to carry off the foul humours ; forgetting 
that 2 continued recourſe to them, will carry off the you's 2s well 
as the bad. 
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Niro pris lager att ſbonidt © een 
$41 ee her endeavours, or tetn6ve the obſtacles m 
vet way: — Put this ib to anticipate the ſubſtaice of 
the following beer ; faffice it to fay*here, that whar- 
Wt virrue the exhibition of purges may be judged 
to Habe in healing of ulcers, the "frequent" uſe of 
them certainly does not diſpoſe them to remain 165 
nay on the other hand, I venture to uffert, chat the 
Jong continued uſe of chem is needlefs, and even 
Prepudicial, zn the cure kfelf, 48 is every other friedh 
bf. towering the ſtrength, and for the preſeft im pain 
dg dhe general health ef the patient 
Another mean in great repute; both with former 
and modern practitioners, is the uſe of ALrenwirvt 
Mrbicinxs. What virtue ſome drugs may pellibly | 
be poſſeſſed” of, it may not ſcetm vety modeſf to diſt 
. this 1 may venture to ſay, that ſome me- 
jcines have obtained vety fins names, which it is 
Well ir they deſerve; | That there are ſich, as" with 
very Hittle or no ſenfible operation, may affiſt the vis 
wedlcattix nature to make a falutary change in the 
iyſtem, will not be doubted by men of experience; 
though there ate certainly very few medicines that 
act ſpecifically on any diſeaſe, or induce any ſuch 
change in the blood, as the term ſeeths defigned to 
imply. There are caſes and conſtitutions, it is grant- 
ed, that require medicines to affiſt the healing of 
vaunds, but in ſpecific contagions excepted, we have 
nere reaſon to 1 are —— nem the 
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- name. pf. alkerutives,, in ſuch a .ſcnſc,, a3 to ping 
them out as, adapted. 10 the ulcers; now, unden gn 
ſideration, or: that do any thing more towards the 
curs of them, than of apy, other gund, It will he 
— therefore, the general, health be attended 

to, and ſuch, medicines, occafionally directed, as ate 
likely to promote it, (of which notice wilt preſently he 
taken); if it be otherwiſe, I haye been hitherto fore 
tunate in not having found che neceffty of 
aud the e ſeldom e. few he is troub 
with - 0 b n 1:4 „l blo vers 
The reader's. attention is . next to the- Pier 
to which fuch patients ought to be confined 3 and 
here I muſt again expreſs my diſſent from, the, ge> 
neral opinion, which I would. not do, without being 
thoroughly ſatisfied of the ſuflicienc) of the grounds 
upon which I advance ſo very an uncommon. one, 
But it is apprehended to be à matter of very con- 
| fiderable importance. — The diet ought, not to be 
ſlender, unuſually low, or limited, as. is oo fre- 
quently recommended,“ but juſt that which. the per- 
ſon ought to uſe 1 in 2. good... ſtate: of health; lower 
than too many like to indulge in, and rather better 
than ſome; peaple allow themſelves ; paying due at- 
tention to cuſtom and babit, which, it is well known, 
are to 2 proverb become a ſecond. nature. Tbe 
alen and advantage of ſuch a diet will be * 
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at „Me wed. x aqua . Hae- 
roc. De Ulegibus. See alſo HeisTER;,, TurngR, and more 
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modern. writers.op- this ſubject. 
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cularized in another place, at preſent I ſhall confine 
myfelF to what is Judged to be improper, and ſhall 
therefore briefly point out the diſadvantages of an 
error in this reſpect. A low, and very limited diet, 
by its effects in weakening the conftitution, together 
with reſt and purging, tends to keep up that indiſ- 
poſition to heal, conftantly obſerved in theſe ſores; 
and thus conſpites with the weaker circulation in the 
| parts, to prevent the formation of good and laudable 
pus, fo neceſſary to the cleanſing and filling up of 
every old ulcer. Beſides, cures effected under ſuch 
a regimen are very unlikely to ſtand, and accord- 
ingly very rarely continue for any length of time. 
In many patients, and eſpecially the heedleſs, and 
often abandoned amongſt the poor, who ſoon return 
to their old and very different ſtyle of living, the yet 
tender cicatrice is unable to withſtand this new im- 
petus of the fluids, the conſequence of which muſt 
be plain and obvious, without adverting to other 
conſiderations. Indeed, too applicable to this and 
other circumſtances of diſcipline, in the management 
of fore legs, is that univerſal maxim, ommis ſubita 
immutatio periculoſa; for indeed nature is abhorrent 
from it.*—In ſhort, if. the cure of very bad ulcers 
on the lower extremities is defigned to be laſting, 
there muſt be a greater conformity in the non · naturals, 
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. Neque ex multa fame nimia ia ſatietas; neque ex nimia ſatietate 
fames idonea eſt.— Item, neque ex nimio labore fubirom —_—_ 
ons cs are er mend | 
| .Ciioys, Lib. i. cap. 3. ” 
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. as they are called, both under, and after- the cure, 
than ſeems to have been agreeable! to the ſentiment, 
| or practice of the generality of ſurgeons i in any age. 

_ - "The ſuppoſed importance and neceſſity of Rxsr, 
| and an horizontal poſition of the affected limb, has 
long been a fine-gua non in the cure of large and old 
ulcers on the legs, both amongſt the ancients and 
moderns,* and though it may ſeem bold, yet it is 
the leading defign of this publication to attempt to 
ſet it aſide, at leaſt, to propoſe a method of cure 
without it, better, more rational, and laſting. And 
here it will, doubtleſs, be ſuppoſed, that every idea 
of neceſſity, or peculiar indication is excluded, ſuch 
as fever, local inflammation, &c. which certainly 
demand a temporary confinement; and that the ob- 
jection is limited to the ſimple idea of reſt of the 
part, in order to facilitate, or perfect the cure. Where - 
as, the frequency, I had almoſt ſaid conſtancy, with 
which large and old ulcers on the legs are found to 
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- *.Stare autem uleeri minime eondueit, præſertim fi quis in 
erure uleus habeat ; imo neque ſedere, neque ambulare. Verum 
otium et quies maxime conferunt. Hir roc. De Neeribus. 
8 See alſo Trait? des Tumeurs et des Ulceres. Paris, 17 59s 2 4 

„ injoin reſt, with a due poſition of the limb, if not in bed 
ot upon a couch, lying along at leaſt upon ſome chair or _ 
near a level with the trunk of the body.” Tüuaxzx. | 

Above all things reſt, and an horizontal poſition; which 100 
circumſtance is of ſo great importance to the cure of ulcers on the 
legs, that unleſs the patient will conform to it ſtrictly, the {kill 
of rhe ſurgeon will often avail 8 SHARP" 8 „ 
( PTY p- 38. 
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return, is greatly owing to their having been healed 
in an horizontal: poſition of the limb. 


_Hayixs now confidered many, and perhaps the 
chief of the internal means in general uſe, together 


with the poſition of the affected part, and the diet 


of the patient, I ſhall proceed to make ſome obſer- 
vations on the ordinary topical ee, the mare 
immediate province of ſurgery. Pal ory: 
And the firſt thing that demands enen 
fk long continued uſe: of : Fomentations and Poul- 


tices, which, however they may invigorate and warm 


at the inſtant, / tend greatly to relax the open mouths 


of the ſine veſſels, to deſtroy the tone of the muſcular 


fibres, and induce a flabbineſs of the ſkin over the 
whole limb; “ thus laying an additional foundation 


far ulcers, healed in this way, to break out again. 


The uſe of them likewiſe generally obliges the patient 


S not oply to reſt, but to keep in his bed, that the 


lunb may be preſerved conſtantly warm; for where 


this is not attended to, little good can reaſonably be 


expected, ſince a common poultice, ſoon becoming 
cold, is likely, in many caſes, to produce more harm 
than advantage. What has been ſaid, it ſhould be 
obſerved, relates to their long continued uſe; an oc- 
Taſional tecourſe to them, eſpecially in the com- 
mencement of the cure, and in ſome inſtances here- 


after to be ſpeciſied, may be ä N not 


very frequently neceſſary,” . „0 


See Beit. Part ii. f. 2. 1. 4 C 
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fy ithout exornining particularly the great variety: 
of Dreſſings that have been in common uſe, it will 
be ſuffieient in this place to fay, that mere greaſy ap- 
pheations without fome warm and ſtimulating addi- 
tion, however - proper and uſeful in fimple ulcers! 
on other parts of the body, are liable to the ſame 
objections, and therefore not adapted to old ſores on 
the legs. For though, like the former, they may 
ſometimes, with the affiſtance' of reſt and epulorics; 
bring the ſkin over the ſurface, they are WD leave” 
the diſeaſe at the bottom. 4 M05 
_ *- AFTER having thus ſtated ume principal objectlons 
againſt the ordinary practice, I am happy that expe+ 
rience watrants me in propofing a plan of cure more 
certain and agreeable, as well as more durable than 
any hitherto deſcribed; Indeed, the ſucceſs has been 
abundantly greater than was at firſt expected, and its 
ſimplicity cannot fail of recommending it in prefer-" 
ence to any other, if it were poſſeſſed of only equal 
advantages. But to ſave the trouble and pain of 


confinement and ſtrict regimen, almoſt without'the: _ 


uſe of internal remedies, which in general are net 
very much reliſhed by patients of any claſs, is ſurely. 
an object highly worthy of attention; ſo that very 
little need be added, if the rationality and ſafety of 
the method can be anne _— Ty with its cer! 
tainty and eaſe. ＋ oF." 

Ix the treatment of Ts two. wing are prin · 
cipally aimed at, by whatever means we may deſiga 
their accompliſhment ; firſt, to bring the ſore into 


a 224g der N with reſpect · to its eee 
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its diſcharge, and the ſenſations of the patient; and 
then ſecondly, to induce its furface to dry up, or 
form a cicatrice. In ordes-to theſe; in the cure of 
every deep uleer, it is neceſſary that-its bottom ſhould 
throw up healthy granulations, and come up near, 


or quite to the teyel of the ſurrounding ſkin, unleſs 


the ulcer has been attended with great Joſs of ſub- 
fance, or caries of the bone ; but ſuch incarnation 
takes place at the time, or very oon after the 
fore puts on a healthy appearance. Te theſe. in- 
tentions 4 third may be added, which enters pecu- 
Harly- into this plan, Which is to heal them by: 
ſogch means as ſhall be moſt *. to ben E 
retutnu of the complaint. | 


40 ier is keriſydpoſed toi bs; ehetrendelliovich: 


much topical inflammation, or uncommon pain, and 
without any febrile diathefis in the habit. Here the 
principal intention is ta procure, and keep up a copi- 


ons diſcharge, without any apprehenfion, in general, 
about the time it may continue, or the effects it may 


produce; the former will not continue long after the 
ulcer is becomeelean, the latter, (it will be he wu) may 
be regarded as the very object in purſuit; at leaſt, the 
ſame means that have produced and kept up a copious 


diſcharge, will eleanfe. the foul-ſurface, liberate the 


veltels in the part, and occafion a good appearance 
ol the ſore, much ſooner than any thing elfe, and can 
_— gem no manner of eee 
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25 1 ſhoùſd be uojoſt if I did not Ree thet when thels tor- 


rible icorbutic ulcers are cured by this method (a ſuppurative povl- 
| rice} 
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The means of accompliſhing theſe intentions may 
be ranked undet four general heads, External Appli- 
cations, Bandage, Exereiſe, Diet and Medieiges. 
Of the firſt it would be difficult to make any exact, or 
regular arrangement; but it may be ſaid in general, 
that they conſiſt of digoſtives, deterſives, We 


Ix order to ſtate the advantages which it rb bew 
ſaid may be expected from this plan, it will be ne- 
ceſſaty to examine the ſeveral articles juſt now enu- 
merated, and to obviate the objections that may ariſe 
in the minds even of eminent practitioners, againſt 
ſo free a uſe of the remedies propoſed ; eſpecially as 
ſo much is expected from them, as to occaſion the 
diſcarding ſo many other means which cuſtom has 
ſtamped with an almoſt ſacted authority. . 
The Digeſtive in moſt caſes cannot be too ſtrong, 
if not productive of that kind of irritation, which 
may provoke inflammation in the neighbouring parts; 

nor is that much to be apprehended, for it is remark- 
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ce) you may perceive during the cure, the patients countenances, 
which were generally of a ſquallid hue before, to be clearing up 
daily by the diſcharge from the ſore, till they come to a perfectly 
healthy appearance. And this being done without any internal 
medicines, I lay it down for a maxim in all caſes, thar ir is better 
for the patient to diſcharge any peccant marter externally from 
the part, which nature laid it on, than to retract it into the blood, 

by bleeding, purges, or other evacuations ; for by this means, the 
matter is often tranſlated to the lungs, or other noble part: for it 
is a well known maxim, that ab extra intus redire, malum of” 5 


Fasxx's Art of Healing. We * 
Dy 7: able 


and a certain kind of aſtringentese. 1 
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able, that very irritating applications to theſe ulcers 
ſcarce ever induce it, eſpeeially, (however incredible 
it may appear) where exereiſe is freely allowed 
which by its tendeney to promote the Se d o 
far counteracts inflammation. ! | » 118871 

FThbe preciſe form of ſuch Jigeſtives, it would be 
though trifling to inſiſt upon, as the Pharmacopœiæ 
of London and Edinburgh for the moſt part contain them, 
or ſuch as are very ſimilar to them; “ though both 
pharmacopœiæ are deficient in regard te a ſuitable 
digeſtive for tendinous parts. In other reſpects, how- 
ever, ſome one of the more active among theſe pre- 
feribed formulæ, will in a very few days produce a 
fine ſurface on an old, and very painful ſore, and 
with the affiſtance of exerciſe, a good diet, and pro- 
per roller, will in a variety of caſes, and without 
any ether means, effect x ſpeedy and laſting cure; 
though the patient ſhould have been ſubject to ſore 
legs for a number of years, and never eaſy a month 
together, after having been repeatedly healed in the 
ordinary way. 


n . 
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* It 1 may be uſeful, SEEM, z to fay, that the 5e Vogvent. 
Baſil. nigr. of the London Pharmacop- as a digeſtive for ulcers 
en the legs, is as much preferable to the Baſil. flav, as that 
would be to the Ung. album. And I mention this, and have alfo, 
in the prefent edition, taken notice of other applications I have 
found uſeful, in.confequence of being i informed, that gentlemen 
who' have adopted the plan, and with very good ſueceſs, have 
been at great pains in making experiments in regard to topicals, 
before they could be ſatisfied what might boſt correſpond with the 


hints I had * given. 
I can 
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cdu foteſee no formal objection to be made 
5 any of theſe digeſtive, * or dererfive ointments. 
Such tade of the warther guts, balfariis and oils, 
habe always been in uſe among ſurgeons ; and if 'I 
have intimated, as I mean to 05 that they cannot he 
too powerful (if calculated to promote digeſtion, and 
induce firm and florid granvlatiens), and that they 
ought to be longer eontinued "that is commonly 
done, it is on account of the more inert flare, anfl 
weaker circulation obſerved in theſe parts, and their 
diſpoſition to break out again into a' fore, if preci- 
pitately healed. It is to prevent this, that tlie 
diſcharge is directed to be kept up as long as 
nature ſhall be diſpoſed to it, inſtead of having early 
recourſe to drying, or healing applications, as they 
are called, in order to haſten the cure; and for which, 
in the greateſt number of caſes, there will be found 


little occafion on this plan. 

ſuch as very icodladng and corrofive i 
Here, 1 wiſh firſt of all to obviate in part the force 
of a principal objection, that they occafion pain, 
(which, however, they often remove, ) by obſerving, 
that ſuch applications are to be uſed only now and 
then; and I can affert, that although they are to be 
applied in confiderable quantity, they will not excite 
half ſo much pain as might be apprehended ; as 


„ 
q * — 
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* See Wisexay, 0. Ulcers with Pain, Chap. iv. Obſerv. 2. 
Book, ii. 
Fs they 
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they are uſed chiefly.to ſores in à certain PR which 
will very well endure them, and are rendered very 
tolerable at the worſt, by means of that exerciſe io 
-continually inculcated. For I am conſtantly told by 
patients to whom they have been the moſt: freely 
;uſed, that walking always mitigates the pain, which 
accordingly is ſevereſt in bed, at whatever time of 
the day they have been applied. Nor ought I to omit 
aſſerting, that filling a ſore with mercur. corroſ. 
ruber, affords. very little more pain, than mode- 
rately ſprinkling it on the part; beſides which, we are 
to. confider that one dreſſing in this manner fre- 
quently ſuperſedes the neceſſity of many Oo of 
it, in a more moderate way. | 
Another objection may ariſe from the fimulus, 
foch applications will occaſion, endangering ivflam- 
mation, and rendering an \ill-conditioned ſore / til} 
more obſtinare, by producing 2 ſharp and ichorqus 
diſcharge more abundantly eorrofive; This is cer- 
tainly true in a few caſes, of which I ſhall ſpeak in 
their proper place, but in a general way, facts prove 
directly the contrary ; ſores on the legs require 
a ſtimulus, * and it has been ſaid, are not eafily 
provoked to inflammation, I have applied the 
red precipitate to ſores exquiſitely tender and painful, 
diſcharging nothing but a thin ichor, which has co- 
pered the N Kin with heated pimples, and 


_ —— 


* WiezuaAn obſerves, that applications to theſe ulcers ought 


50 have a temperate heat ; and whatever objections“ (ſays he) 
10 may be made againſt even cauſtic e where milder 


ones take no place, we proceed to the ſtronger.“ 
ſmall 
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ſmall ulcers, and that after trying lenient applications 
40 no purpoſe ; the precipitate has immediately chan · 
ged the appearance and diſcharge. of the ſotes, the 
furrounding &io has loſt its unpleaſant aſpect, the 
pain has been removed, and the ulcer, . * 
been nearly filled up in a few days. 

Beſides objections taken from the pain, and 8 
effects of ſuch evident ftimuli, it may be farther re- 
marked againſt the quantity and manner, in which 
ſuch. applications are uſed, as well as the intention 
itfelf, that large ſurfaces, being thus repeatedly and 
rudely deſtroyed, and even deep ſloughs produced 
in ſome of them, is a very inelegant mode of dreſſing 
an ulcer, and has more appearance of the farrier, 
| than the ſurgeon, I ſhall not on this occaſion ſtay 
to compare it with the actual cautery, very frequent- 
ly in the hands of the former, and not altogether laid 
aſide by the latter, but reſting ſatisfied with the Evie 
dent advantages ariſing from the means recommended, 
muſt urge the neceſſity of maintaing, in many caſes, 
a new ſurface ; without which, though the ulcer may 
ſometimes heal up, under ſtrict regimen and reſt, it 
will moſt probably break out again when the From 
returns to his uſual diet and exercife, 

Beſide the arguments that have been offered in de- 
fence of ſuch applications as create a mare than ordi- 
nary. irritation, or ſeem diſpoſed to increaſe pain in 
the ulcer, there axe not wanting abyjous facts to ſup· 
port them; it being univerſally acknowledged there 
are many caſes, even where a kind of ſpurious in- 
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Sake erin: id wich ibey prob 4 
fpeedily uſeful than any other applications: |" 'Entight 
paiticularly inſtance the {mall® ulcers on the gum | 
and inſide of the lips, ſaid to ariſe from. an affecxion 
f the ſtommach, which are generally cured in 4 
few days, by a little burnt alum, Aa flight touch with 
the lunaf catfiic;' or 2 drop of ſpirit Ok. fea⸗ falt. 
W hereas; holding warm milk, or any oc op vez 
for a much longer time in the mouth, and frequently : 
repeated, though ſoft and pleaſabr'ts their tender fars 


fate, offefided even with the ſtroke bf the tohgue, 
would have little or no tendeney to hea] them. 80 
alſo ; the true ſcurvy on theſe parts, will bear, 'by dex 
bes, the undiluted ſpirit of Al, f. a is cured by 
\ Then bland” applications * would Mereaſe the 
= tomplaint. It is alſo well known; that me ſmall 
-.. ulcers upon other parts of the body, (and even 


affections 6k the eyelids) which are 4 * to furniſh 


7 


1 


4 bare wade uſe of ch term N A \conviftjon, that there are 
frequent appearances of inflammation, as to colour and heat, Where 
the action of the parts affected is very diffimaiar tc to that always met 
with in true inflamyyation. Of this ſpuridus/kind may be ranked 
Eyfipelae, the 3rearment of which, it is well known, ought to be 

| mgrerially . different from that of the true phlegmon—But the 
Tubject 1 is not proper for farther diſcuſſion i in this place, and. would 

| lead” me roo fur : though it may be neceſſary the reads: # ſhould # iS 
keep the diſlinktion in view, in regard to various paſſages,”s as ES a: 
* the practice frequently inculcated, in the following page. 


. See VAN, SW1ETEN' 5 . on nnn. and LI ND, 
On the Aeg 
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painful, ancd diſfevlt of eure under enient ppl 


whly 


ations, are frequently 'dried/upiii® very Mort time, 


by a few flight touches of tlie öpat cauſtic 7 which 
by deſtroy ig ſome little dane gan, bebe 
the ſouroe of the evil at nb: — 
n regärd to the bracing, or allt ige ap application 


Thave mentioned, the propricty ot” then 11 appear 


beſt in their Proper place It will gy 1 be necellary, 
chat rhefCiiidgents's 1 Ui 


le l 


do. not leave a dryneſs on the ſkin, and nn they 


are of a very detetſixe nature : neither ate they made 
of ſuch a ſtrength as. to ſuppreſs 4 the diſcharge, bur 
rather to brace the ſurface of ſome particular ulcers 2 


beſides, the ble of cem is not A and * dan is 
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long continued. 
I cou next to the ſubject of Ras cis may 


be an empirical, but is no bad argument, when the 
integrity and common ſenſe of the ſpeaker are not 


ſuſpected, to ſay, that facts are ſtronger 
ſoning; 


than rea- 
they are ſtubborn things even to a proverb, 


and they ſpeak in favour of very tight bandage... I 


have applied it to the corpulent, heavy and inactive, 


to che young of an inflammatory habit, to the aged, 
to the pale and leucophlegmatie, nor have ever Fe- 
9975 the uſe of It when accompanied with exerciſe; . 4 


hich every one will ſee, has ſome tendency to coun- 


| teract the poſſible ill effects of ſuch, applications to 


the extremities. It is true, we have known tight 
Wo and the liced-ſtocking prove hurtful to ſomg 
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people, when applied to large, bard ſwellings of the 
leg with varicaſe veins, and have been repeatedly fol- 
lowed. by ſuch, complaints of the ſtomach, as have 
made it neceſſary to lay them afide, though the limb 
has been greatly benefited by their uſe, But this 
diſadvantage does not always take place eyen in theſe 
cafes, and the objection is greatly, if not totally re- 
moved, as I have had the cleareſt proofs, when there 
3z a fore on the leg; the diſcharge from which, cannot 
| but tend to obviate all the apprehended ill-coaſe- 
e :* and whilſt that is, on this Plan, encou · 


_ 
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70 See Wisznan' 8 bes! Bool i ii. Chap. 4z Objerw. 1. 


Although for very obvious reaſons, + I have been unwilling to 
2d&uce any caſes of my own, in ſupport of my opinion, yet I am 
uaclined to think the following is ſo fully in point, in regard to the 
diff=reace made by the preſence of a ſore, where tight bandage is 
vfed in diſeaſes and diſordered limbs, as well as reſpe&ting the ſafety 
of heabag vp ſome ulcers in very ſuſpicious babits of body, that I 
have been prevailed upon, in this inſtance, to wave my prejudices 
againſt introducing cafes on diſputable points. To avoid breaking 
in vpon the fubject, however, I have thrown it into a note, that the 
tender may paſs it over if be pleafes.—A young woman, whoſe mo- 
ther had been aMifted with a painful tumor and hardneſs of the 
leg, a ſchrhus in the breaſt, and afterwards died of a cancer in her 
mouth ; bag berſelf 2 ſimilar complaint of the leg from the age of 
eight years, On the firſt appearance of the menſes, this became 
More painful and enlarged, and ſoon after, confined her for ſome 
time v her hed ; it was then fomented and poulticed, and ſhe way 
tet blood ayd purged, which..took off the inflammation, but the 


hardneſs 
+ Aut ſamam ſequere, aut fibi convenientia finge, 1 
85 1 Wye ts Hor ace, de Arte Poelicas 
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raged; by digeſtives and exerciſe, it will abate only in 
proportion as the ulcet diminiſhes in ſiae; which, as 


will be ſhewn preſently, ee rather- n 


ee, un: 7 6 
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dien pad cee eat as before. A linen roller, and af. 
terwardy a laced · ſtocking were applied, which kept it caſy for 
three ot four weeks, but her ſtomech being affected, ſhe was 


obliged to lay them aſide. ' In a ſhort time, the leg became pain · 


ful again, but did not inflame for ſame years; when ſhe was again 
confined, and treated as before, but never got rid of the hardneſs 
and ſwelling, nor was ever long together perſectly free from the 
pain. She was always cafict after the flow mn * 
moſt pain about the reture of that period. * 


At the age of two and twenty n 


pregnant, ber ſtomach was much indifpoſed,; and ſhe ſuffered in that 
way for ſeveral weeks. During this time, her leg became abun- 
dantly better, the hardneſs and tumor abated, and ſhe could bear to 


preſs, and beat it with her hand, in a way ſhe had never before 


dared to attempt. About the end of the fourth month of geſtation, 


her ſtomach complaints eonfiderably abated, aud her leg became 
inſtantly painful; and in two days was very hard and enlarged; was ' 


conſiderably inflamed, and had a little oozing from under the ſkin. 
At this time I was conſulted, and was informed that her ſituation 
in life would not allow her to reſt, n together 
in a horizontal poſition. 

Upon conſidering the whole bf ber eng it appeared very pru · 
dene to prevent complete ulceration, but (as ſhe could not keep 
the pare ſupported) I was fearful I could not prevent it; though 
bad. ber habit of body been different, I ſhould have had no fears 


about treating the fore like other inflamed ulcers on the leg, when - 
ever the ſkin ſhould com pleatly give way. I therefore did what T 
could to prevent the farther cracking of the ſkin; but without | 

abſolute reſt, this. was ſcarcely to be expeſted, not is i cernin, 


cven 
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al Befides theſe things, che kind of roller is to be c 
idered, which ought to be made of the thinneſt Vælib 
flannel, not thicker-than coarſe linen, with advantages 


no N can have; it not only being ſofter, fitting 
32 > eaſier, 


* 
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even that could have prevented it. It accordingly gradually bes 
rame fore, and was painful to the 'higheſt degree, ſo that ſhe 
often fat ſereaming out aloud for hours together, unable to put 


her foot to the ground, though the foot was dreſſed only with 


ceratum alb. or a ſaturnine cerate, and ſometimes: with different 
kinds of poultices: n limb as ee ep te ae ra, 
would allow of. vt bers 
Not knowing what to * "ABR I e wen my owny 
method, being ſatisfied- that tumid legs will often bear rolling 
phen-afﬀetted with ulcers; though they would never endure it be- 
fore.” I dreſſed it with a powerful digeſtive, and rolled ir up mo- 
derately tight, though it was ſwelled to a greater ſize than any 
leg I ever ſaw-; notwithſtanding it had, for ſome time, been reſted 
great part of the day on a chair, It had broken into a ſmall; 
foul ſore; of an irregular, ſhape, without the leaſt appearance of 
red fleſb, and the ſkin was diſcoloured half round the leg, which! 
was exceedingly varicoſe ; it diſcharged a ſcalding ichor, that de- 
ſtroyed the ſkin wherever it ran, «increaſing the fize of the ſore,” 
and was gerting daily more painful. ,- 102 0 94 
Having : dreſſed it as above · mentioned, ſhe was now permitted 
and encouraged to walk, and became eaſier from the hour the 
roller was applied, which continued to agree perfectly well. The 
leg remained pretty eaſy throughout the cure, except for ſome time 
after it was dreſſed, when ſharper applications had been uſed, but 
continued to ſpread till the ulcer became clean, and a copious diſ- 
charge was produeed; which did not exceed ſeven or eight days 
at the moſt. After this, it was no longer painful, diſcharged» 


labdable pus, and in about a fortnight's time, began to heal very 


yy and continued to go ſo till it was * well. J 
EIS : Like 


eafier; and making ho paaiep etbb Ki in, bat welt | 
toa very conſide table degree; This is greatly increaſed | 
by its being torn! acroſs; and ſewed together ſel vages 
ale (the: ene Weng _— cut off 
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„Pl many * ©, — 8 when nga batient is pernſitred t to walk, 


it was always moſt painful in the night, for which reaſon, the was 


obliged to tale occaſtonally half a grain, or a grain of extractum 
thebaicum at going 40 reſt; which was ſufficient to quiet the pain, 
and ſeemed to produce a very good effect on the fore, | At the 
time this was the moſt painful, ſhe was not only permitted, but 
compelled to walk out, and always came home eaſier, though: he 
often walked farther than ſhe had been able to do at a time for 4 
number of years ; yet the leg never fwelled, but evidently grew 
fofter by the exerciſe. In this eaſe, as well as. in -a/variery/.of 
others I may-afterwards ſpecify, the application of precipitate, 
though it ſometimes gave great pain, for an hour or two, proved 
an occaſion of ſpeedier eaſe on the whole, as it deſtroyed the foul 
ſurface, produced a laudable difcyarge, and brought the fore into 
4 deſirable ſtate much fooher than/it could otherwiſe bare beer! 
When this application was made uſe of, the ulcer diſcharged a 
canſtic ſanies, that eorroded wherever it fan, and the {ſurface was 
fo ſenſible, that the patient could not eee the flighteſt toueb 
of an armed probe, to wipe off the matter. It was only a few 
weeks in getting well, the hardneſs and tumor of the limb fub- 
ſiding as ſoon as a copious ſuppuration took place; and before the 
ulcer was healed, the leg was, I believe, quite as ſmall as the 
other, and has continued ſo ever ſince, though there was no re- 


markable return of the ſickneſs, and the has now lain-in above a 5 


twelve · month · Neither did geſtation afford any, impediment to 
the cure, nor have I i in all the caſes I have met with, ever taken 
notice of ſuch att effect, though ſome gentlemen of charadter have, 


UbOERS? 6s” xk Os. 3 6 


= — - 
"> 4+. LINE 


6 * 
n 4 


: 
1 wo 
4 . 


62 A TREATISE: brow: | 


whereby the roller is made to yield to every motion, 
and varying ſhape of the limb, and admits of, and 
aſſiſts the patient'ſo-mbch in walking, that I have 

| Known perſons with ſuch painful ſores as prevented 
their ſtanding upright, find immediate relief in this 
reſpect, and be able to walk with comfort, from the 
firſt hour they were put on. To this fact numbers 
can teſtify, and it is from experience I can ſay, it 
will be found on ſmall improvement in rollers for the 
legs, that flannel is ſubſtituted for linen, and that 
they are made up in the manner here recommended. 
I ſhould" neither ſpeak with ſuch confidence, nor en- 
large as I have done about trifles, having ſeen enough 
ro prevent my depending on a few fortunate caſes, or 


containing any improvement, if not ſufficiently ſup- 
ported by facts, or if there were any room left to 
doubt, upon what ſuch favourable events had turn- 
ed Perhaps theſe, and other advantages I of this 
bandage, may be n on the following prin- 
ciples. 

I. The moving ſoft parts are not only kept warm, 
but receive a confiderable and conſtant ſupport, and 
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and much has been obſerved by authors on tis bead. In- 
pregnantibus ulcerum curatio difficilis, propter retentionem 9 
_ carum,  Propteres uod i pſarum menſirua retinentur.” , 
AviczNNA, de Ulceribus, Lib, ive © 
This perſon has ſince the former edition of this tract lain-in a 
ſecond time, and has enjoyed good health, * leg alſo continuing 
perfectly well. 


+ See page 77. Wits, ; Bo. 
their 


venturing to publiſh my thoughts to the world, as 
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their action is rendered more general and regular a we; 
may oven ſuppoſe that ſome. part of the effocts af 
action, is transferred upon the bandage, ot its oper; 


ration ſo modulated, unt it is not wholly exerted un 


the Kin, 

II. The en are determined 3 mare 
equable circulation. 

III. The growth of, fungus is conſiderably. 5 
ſrained, and callous aer are prevenmal, or re- 
moved. 


IV. The 838 * is brought F oa 


the ſore, and the ſeveral parts are brought into con». 
tact; and conſequently, a jodgmept: of matter is dels 
likely to take: place. 3 1 

V. Compreſſion warms, ſutains, dee ee — 
by repelling from the adjacent tumid parts, derives 
from the ſyſtem greater en of Kae, to the . 
of the ulcer. 

VI. The — diſooſes 3 fore to heal more, 
ſmoothly; and theſe advantages which are very con- 
fiderable, are increaſed, as hinted before, by the 
free uſe of the limb. - 

I have faid ſo de on this head, dee. ain. 
as a general practice, is ſo much out of faſhion, 
though once in great eſteem with eminent ſurgeons, 
and particularly M iſeman, whoſe. contrivance- the 
laced · ſtocking ſeems to have been. The antients, 
indeed, made uſe of rollers much oftener than we , 
do, and apparently to conſiderable: advantage, but 
they ſpeak of them only as retentive bandages, ot 
for bringing divided parts into contact, and to affiſt 
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the more ſpeedy clofing vpadf deep ulcers aft; 4 
proper digeſtion; or at the moſt, as expulſive, to 
prevent fluxion to a part; but their bandages were 


but ill- calculated to anſwer the end, and were never 
applied ſo tight as Wiſeman recommended, nor with 


particular reference to the- legs. Wiſeman himſelf, 
however, does not appear to have underſtood all the 


| advantages he received from the uſe of his taced..» 


ſtocking; as he ſeems apprehenſive that the cure of 
ulcers on the legs obtained by this means, were leſs 
Ukely to ſtand, than thoſe effected without it. He 
appears, therefore, frequently to have recommended 
the ſtocking and rollers on the ſame principle with 
reſt, and an horizontal poſition of the limb, to pre- 
vent what is termed a deſcent of humours to the fore, 


and the exdernatous {ſwelling that often accompanies 


theſe ulcers. But his reaſoning was certainly not fo 
good as his practice, and had his bandage effected no- 
thing beyond his intentions, his ſucceſs had been 
much leſs than it was. The roller has many other 
uſes beſides counteracting the diſpoſition to cedema, 
(to which the lower extremities are peculiarly liable), 
and one that I muſt beg leave to notice in this place, 
atiſing from the manner in which the filling up of 
every deep ulcer is effected. To this end, there 
is not only a trifling elongation of the capillary veſ- 
ſels in the wound, but the parts contiguous to the 
ulcer are found to waſte, or diminiſh confiderably ; 
infomuch that "Me re. Fabre * . enen 
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ſurgeons in Paris, attribute the whole of this proceſs 
to what they call un affaiſement, or a waſting away of 

the extremities of theſe capillary veſſels. This, in- 
deed, is by no means the whole of the caſe, * though 
it is principally hereby, that the cicatrice in deep 
ulcers approaches the level of the ſurrounding parts, 
when ſuch wounds are perfectly healed ; and this, 

(as hath been mentioned already) ought to be the 
caſe in newly healed ulcers; and when it is not, the 
cure in general is not very likely to ſtand. 

As chis is a circumſtance evident to every atten- 
tive practitioner, I cannot bielpiobtrevings it is mat- 
ter of ſome ſurprize, that rollers are not more” fre- 
qucatyiuled than they are, and a greater com preſſion 
made by them, not only for ſores on the leg, but 
alſo on many other parts of the body; as it ĩs probable 
they would not a little contribute to their cure. 

There is only one inſtance, however, chat I know | 
of (common, inciſed wounds excepted) in which this 
practice has been much attended to, Which is that of 
the venereal buboe; though even in this, the practice 
has not been general. But Mr. Bromfeild, I know, 
has conſtantly had recourſe to it for that ill- condi- 
tioned ſore, which it is well known is frequently very 
troubleſome to heal, after the venereal virus has been 
deſtroyed. Such, however, after reſiſting a variety of 
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* That there is a power of extenſion or developement in the 
veſſels of a wounded part, is evident from the vaſt fungus that 
will ſhoot up in ſome ill-conditioned ſores, and in various ex- 
creſcences, which ae err both with blood-refſels and 
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dreſſings and alterative medicines, have been pre- 


ſently healed upon the application of a very tight 


bandage; for which information, when I firſt began 


* buſineſs, as well as many acts of kindneſs,” I am in- 


debted to that gentleman, to whom the public well 
knows its Wen in matters of greater 3 
tance. * 
Upon this wat I: am much ;ndebted to thei 1nge- 
Nious author of a Treatiſe upon Ulcers before- men- 
mentioned, * whoſe reaſoning, long ago perfectly ſa- 
tisfied me, as to the ſafety and advantages of tight 
bandage, and determined me boldly to puſh the expe- 
riment, till I ſhould find reaſon to change my opinion; 
which this publication is proof enough I have not 
done. But the laced - ſtock ing ſo much recommended 


by Wiſeman, falls far ſhort of this double intention, 


and is every way inferior to the flannel roller, which 
lies much ſmoother, tighter, and makes a much more 
even, pleaſant, and ſteady compreſſion, than can be 


made by woes contrivance. ih Ls means, as 
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2 BELL, Part ii. 5 2. See alſo CLARE, On Abſeeſſes. 

© + W1sEMAN, indeed, almoſt every where prefers the laced- ſtock- 
ing to the roller, giving for a reaſon that the roller makes a lefs 
uniform preſſure, and even bruiſes the parts: but however this 


may be with a linen bandage, no laced- -ſtocking can be ſo ſmooth, 


firm, or ſo pleaſant as a flannel roller. The great advantages of 


which are now ſo evident to me, that however neceſſary ſurgeons 
may think reſt, to be in ſome very bad caſes, however attached to 
rticular diet or dreſſings, or prejudiced againſt any part of this 


work; I would, entirely upon principle, importune them to add 
to 
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It has been ſaid, the growing fleſh in a healing 
wound, is eafily kept within bounds, and that trou - 
bleſome luxuriance is prevented, of which a more 
moderate degree is always required; and for the want 
of which, it will be ſhewn, ſores on the lower ex- 
tremities do not heal ſo Na e as on moſt other parts 
| - 'the body. 

As ſo much Wenpedbes PDT . it will readily 
beipes aach ſome care is required in doing it, and, 
indeed, the application of bandage is no contemptible 
branch of the profeſſion ; for though I do not mean 
to hint, that ſo much judgment or memory is requi- 
fite for rolling up a leg, as in the application of 
bandage to many other parts, yet great attention is 
neceſſary. The roller muſt make a due preſſure on 
every part, or ſome finus may unexpectedly be 
formed; but of this there is not the leaſt danger, if it 
be applied with care, and the proper directions ob- 
ſerved, though it be drawn ever ſo tight; neither will 
it leave ſo much rifing on the ſkin as a linen one, 
which alſo will give conſiderable pain if the patient 
be permitted to walk. The warmth hkewiſe which 
the flannel communicates to the limb, nnn | 
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to all theſe, the conſtant uſe of a flannel roller, ls 4 can aſſure 


them of far greater ſucceſs than they have ever had, in every uleer 
of the lower extremities. Its advantages, however, ate not con- 
fined to ſuch caſes, for I may venture to aſſert from farthet ex- 
perience of its utility, that a flannel roller is greatly preferable to 
a linen one, in almoſt every caſe where a roller is had recourſe to, 
and particularly after amputations ; eſpecially in, the improved 
method, as Mr. 4/lan/on's may now uſily be ſty led. 
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cold weather, has long appeared to me à mattet 4 
very conſiderabie advantage.“ N 

The manner of applying it, it has been faid, re- 
quires nothing but care. Every one knows that tight 
bandage ſhould begin at ſome diſtance below, and be 
carried ſome way above the parts it is chiefly deſigned 
to compreſs ; otherwiſe, the matter attempting toiflue 
from the ulcer, being confined by the tight preſſure 
upon it, will force a paſſage wherever it finds a leſs 
reſiſtance, and thus convert a as ulcer 10 a 
fiſtulous ſore. 
But for ulcers on that legs, eſpecially where exer- 
ciſe is allowed, this rule ſhould be conſiderably ex-. 
tended, and the bandage (which ought to be about 
four inches wide) ſhould begin as far below, and 
be carried as much above the affected part as the limb 
will allow of. To this end, it ſhould commence at 
the extremity of the foot, where it ſhould be drawn 
very tight, (the end of the roller firſt croſſing the 
inſtep) and after being brought two or three times over 
the ancle, ſhould aſcend ſpirally (the edge of one 
turn of the roller being not more than about an inch 
from another) till it riſes to the calf of the leg. Here 
the ſtricture ought to be leſs, to permit a free action 
of the muſcles, and the turns therefore be ſomewhat 
more diſtant ; in which manner it muſt be continued 
up to the knee: above this part it would be im- 
proper to early it, though recommended by con- 
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fiderable authority, * and that for moſt obvious rea- 
ſons, where exereiſe is both permitted and injoined. 
I have been thus particular on this head, from the 
great conſequence I know it to be of, and hope it 
will not on this account be imagined that I affect any 
particular art in the performance. Every ſurgeon 
well Knows of how much conſequence it is, that 
rollers be properly adapted to the end for which they 
are deſigned, and how much trouble may ariſe from 
great compreſſion” being made above or below the 
preciſe part, for which ſuch compreſſion was employ- 
ed: all ſuch are capable of doing it well, if they will 
do it with care, which is the thing I mean to inculcate; 
as otherwiſe, the patient whoſe leg is rolled tight, will 
ſuffer great pain, and the ſurgeon be long difappoint- 
ed in the cure, However trifling theſe ditections 
may appear, experience will prove them to be other. 
wiſe—A very moderate ſhare of knowledge of the firſt 
principles of ſcience, were fufficient to guard me 
from inſiſting on trifles ; upon which the art of heal- 
ing will never depend. But as there are many 
young men always in London, who come profeſſedly 
to learn, and fome of them with very little previous 
education in ſurgery, for ſuch at leaſt, more parti- 
cular directions may not be wholly unneceffary. 
Win regard to Exkxxcisx, it may poſſibly be 
ſaid, that this in a great variety of caſes, (even with - 
out the preſence of fever, or topical inflammation) 
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- where ſtimulating applications are uſed. And that 


on the ſurface, and produce a cicatrice. 


ces heal ſooner with exerciſe than without it. It is 


it can be ſcarcely neceſſary ta point out, and I have 


to the preciſe point on which the argument turns. 


yet both lips will be covered with {kin in a very 
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cannot fail to produce, or increaſe: pain, eſpecially 


in all caſes, (though no pain or inflammation ſhould 
follow) it muſt have a natural tendency to retard the 
cure, if not entirely to hinder it, both by diſturbing 
the tender granulations as they riſe on the ſore, and 
preventing that proceſs of nature by which they dry 


Of this ſome notice has been taken already, as 5 
as pain is concerned, and it has been ſaid, that ex- 
erciſe frequently removes it. In other reſpects, 
though ſuch reaſoning may be very juſt, as it regards 
many wounds on other parts of the body, it has not 
a like application to old ſores on the legs; where a 
more than ordinary ſtimulus is required. The latter 
are never ſo expeditiouſly. cured, as thoſe, on ſuperior 
parts, in whatever, way they are treated; but I am 
ſatisfied from a variety of facts, will in many inſtan- 


acknowledged, that after the operation for the bare» 
lip, and every other ſimilar caſe, where parts are to be 
united by the. firſt intention, they muſt not only be 
brought into contact, but be kept fo for ſome. time, 
in as quiet a ſtate as is poſſible, or they will ſeldom 
unite firmly. But how very different theſe caſes are, 


mentioned them only for the better clearing our way 


For though the lips of ſuch wounds will not grow 
together, whilſt they are kept conſtantly in motion, 
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few days; and in this ſenſe, a healing of the wound is 
produced; and it muſt be very great motion indeed 


to prevent it. Now this is the kind of healing in 


queſtion relative to-ulcers on the legs, and if mo- 
tion of the part affected is capable of preventing it, 
(where a proper bandage is conſtantly worn) * it muſt 
either be ſuch, and to a degree that would prevent, 
not the union, but the healing of the raw edges of 


the lip I have mentioned; and ſurely no common 


action of the lips will do this. Or ſecondly, it muſt 


be effected from the exerciſe ſo greatly increaſing the 


diſcharge, as to prevent that diſpoſition to dry up, 


> 5 
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* Tt may not be uſeleſs in this place, to make a few general ob- 
ſervations on muſcular action, with a view to point out the ſource 
ol ſome of thoſe particular advantages of tight bandage before no- 
ticed, 1 where exerciſe is uſed, In muſcular action, there is 
always an accurtation of the moving fibre, and a general enlarge- 
ment of the muſcle. This increaſe of bulk is not equal, but is 

greater about the belly, than at the extremities of the muſcle. —Dif- 
* eaſe. in a part may render this action liable to great irregu- 
larities —Faſcia, and annular ligaments, & c. prevent unequ 
contraction, and its manifeſt inconveniencies. — Tt is true, we don't 
find the muſcles acting in ſuch a way, as to preſs from within out- 
wards, to a degree capable of forcing up the ſkin very conſiderably; 
but they can, nevertheleſs, pull upwards and downwards, with 


ſufficient force to derange a healing wound. Now bandage effec- - 


tually prevents irregular action, and will keep the ſkin from moving 
conſiderably when the muſcles act, as well as diminiſh the ſwell 


of thoſe that lie immediately under it,—Theſe are preciſely the 


points aimed at; and that bandage will anſwer theſe intentions, is 
very evident, both from reaſon and experience. 


+ See pages 62, 63. 
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which ought to take place in the extreme veſſels 
of the ſore, whereby it has been faid, the cicatrice 


is forined. And if the quantity of diſcharge be 
the objection, in regard to ulcers on the legs, it 
proves all I contend for; it is deſirable if it be good, 
and the want of it is, during the greateſt part of the 
cure, the grand obſtacle in our way to the healing of 
the fore. For thoſe on the leg, and eſpecially the 
moſt painful ones, either diſcharge very little, or 
abound only in a thin and excoriating ichor. Nor 
can either of them be changed for the better, but by 
ſuch means as ſhall reſtore the due tone of the veſſels 
of the part, ſo as to condenſe the looſe, or unfold the 
callous texture of the ſurface, and thereby open a 
waß for the ſecretion of laudable pus⸗ frequently the 
beſt dreffing that can be applied to a ſore. | 

Nou, exerciſe contributes to this, inaſmuch as it 
tends. to promote a free and bold circulation of the 
blood, to open the ſmall veſſels, and reſtore a free 
paſſage in the ſyſtem of lymphatics, whereby it in- 
creaſes the ſtrength and vigor of the limb. On this 
account, the diſcharge can neyer do harm, nor the 
exerciſe that promotes it keep the ſore improperly 
open ; for if the habit in general have nothing parti- 
cularly amiſs in it, and the circumſtances of the part 
be ſuch as have been deſcribed, the diſcharge will 
gradually abate as the ulcer diminiſhes, and its ſur- 
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* L'ulcere ſec, qui ne ſuppure pas, ne peut pas ſe deterger, or 

tout ulcere qui ne deterge pas, ne peut pas ſe guèrir. 
: T1 aite « tumenrs et des Ulceres. Paris. 
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face will always dry up in a reaſonable. time. Such 
exerciſe: of the part is not, indeed, neceſſary to the 
healing of ſores on the upper exttemeties; but the 
difference in the lower ones, and particularly the 
inferior parts of them, is greater than has been gene · 
rally imagined, or bas, at leaſt, had any influence 
upon practice. Nature, therefore, ever attentive to 
the good of the whole, and provident for every 
defect, has wiſely ſupplied the natural deficiency 
ariſing from their diſtance from the heart, in the beſt 
way it was poſſible; beſides, therefore, that ſhare of 
labor they have in common with other parts, it has 
not only impoſed upon theſe (as was hinted before) 
the weight of the whole body, but has deſtined 
them to be the inſtruments of this conveyance * 
one place to another. | 
But on this ſomething has aid been ſaid, and 
I may have ſtill farther occafion to inſiſt as I go on; 
ſuffice it to hint here, how greatly prejudicial it muſt 
be to general health for any perſon, accuſtomed to 
labor and exerciſe, to be confined for a length of time 
in an inactive ſtate, and the greateſt part of it, in an 
almoſt horizontal poſition, —Can it then be neceſſary 
in the cure of ulcers on the legs, to deprive the part 
affected of thoſe very advantages which nature de- 
ſigned for its preſervation in vigor? * Has it the 
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* Ofas corroborat, otium autem colliquet, Hirroc. Med. | 
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"This obſervation is oabverfulty allowed, and is remarkably evi- 
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moſt remote tendency to perfect the cure; I mean, 
to make ſuch a cure as ſhall ſtand?— If not, certainly 
our art is materially defective, or we are faulty in 
the uſe of it; for is not a perfect cure much more 
likely to be effected, under ſuch exerciſe of the 
limb as ſhall afford the natural ſtimulus, if the 
certain evils attendant upon that exerciſe can be ob- 
viated ? 

It is granted, however, that exerciſe may in the 
caſe of ſome large ſores, to a certain degree, retard 
the healing of ulcerated legs, for the ſame reaſon 
that very great motion might be hurtful to ſores on 
other parts. But inſtead of being otherwiſe injurious 
(by occafioning fluxion of noxious humours, and I 
know not what other evils ſaid to be peculiar to the 
lower extremities), it is really uſeful in every other 
reſpect if a proper bandage be applied, and is there- 
fore advantageous upon the whole for every ulcer on 
the legs, as I hope hath been tolerably proved; 
and particularly, as it hath a direct tendency to pre- 
vent the ſore breaking out again. * 


1 Many 
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dent in the vaſt influence that great exerciſe of the extremities is 
obſerved to have in watermen and porters ;- the former of whom 
have uſually large ſtrong arms, and ſlender legs; and the latter 
thick muſcular legs, almoſt without exception, if they are in 
health. 

Hou far the continuance. of a roller, which I underſtand a 
very reſpectable hoſpital ſurgeon adviſes to his patients, may pre - 
vent a return of the complaint, I have no right to attempt to de- 


cide, 
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Many, however, would be the diſadvantages of 
motion in ulcers of thè legs, if they were covered 
only with a common poultice, or left merely to the 
dreffings that are uſually applied to them; but upon 
the plan here recommended, they are conſtantly ſup- 
ported by a firm, ſoft, and yet elaſtic bandage or 
roller, which in very many caſes, as infallibly coun- 
teracts every poſlible inconvenience ariſing from mo- 
tion, as the motion itſelf, thus ſupported, has a ma- 
nifeſt advantage. And though ſome objections in 
turn might, with equal propriety, be made againſt 
the remedy itſelf, or the conſtant application of ſo 
tight a compreſhon as has been recommended, yet 
all ſuch objections, , it has been remarked, are greatly 


obviated by the uſe of exerciſe. * -I am aware, 
that 
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cide, ſince I have never injoined reſt, in any inſtance, fince I 
knew how to effect the cure without it; though, indeed, an hoſ- 
pital is not the propereſt place to determine the point, as the pa- 
tients are often never heard of after their diſcharge : we know, 
however, how very common it is, for large, or old ulcers, healed by 
means of reſt of the part, to break into much worſe ſores than 
before they were firſt healed, 

A free uſe of the limb has been ſo generally exploded amongſt 
regular practitioners, that it has been more neceſlary to inſiſt thus 
largely upon it ; and this appears, not only from its general diſuſe, 
but alſo from ſuſpicions arifing in the minds of ſenſible writers, + 
after men of ſuch experience and * as Mr. Elſe ſeem to 
have approved of it. 

+ BELL, On Ulcers.—The following Ae will ſhew * 


ſlrict an adherence to reſt, authors have requited, II faut faire 
tenir 


I Medical Obſerv. and Inquiries, Pol, iv. 
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that ſuch argument appears to manifeſt diſadvantage, 
and may be thought to be little more than a circulus in 


circulo; however, it is conſonant to various maxims that 


were never diſputed : for inſtance, as a very nouriſh- 
ing diet would prove hurtful, where proportionable 
exerciſe were neglected, and vice verſa, hard labor 
without adequate nouriſhment, but taken together, 


contribute to the health of the ſubject; ſo clearly has 


experience proved to me, the ſalutary effects of 
tight bandage and exerciſe united, 1 in e to the 
ulcers in queſtion. 

Notwithſtanding what has been hive and elſewhere 
advanced on this ſubject, I have been ſomewhat ſur- 
priſed, fince the firſt appearance of this tract, to find 
that ſo attentive and judicious a practitioner as Mr. 
Bell, ſhould in the laſt edition of this treatiſe upon 
ulcers,. ſo ſtrongly inculcate the neceſſity both of le- 
nient applications and reſt, in the cure of ulcers on 
the lower extremities ; without offering one argument 
in ſupport of the latter, or attempting an, anſwer to 
thoſe T-had advanced. Having barely mentioned my 
opinions, he obſerves, (p. 203) that he has tried 
every method that has been publiſhed to the world, 
and has ſucceeded in all of them, but that he finds 
no cures ſo eaſily or ſpeedily obtained, nor any 
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tenir la partie malade dans le plus grand repos ; le moindre mouve- 
rent eſt capable d'y faire des teraillemens, qui augmentent la 
douleur et la ſuppuration, detruiſent les ehaits tendres qui renai- 
Nent, et briſent les premiers lindamens de la cicatrice.” Trait? des 


Fumturs et des Ulceres, 


that 
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that prove ſo. permanent, as thoſe effected by mild 
dreſſings and reſt. Now, ſuch ſentiments, eſpecially 
the latter, appear to me very extraordinary indeed 
but being only aſſertions, I may, with the ſtricteſt 
regard to truth, venture in return to aſſert, that be- 
ſides all that has been adduced as evidence, in a Way 
of reaſon and argument, my own experience, and 
that of numbers of othets, in hundreds of inſtances, 
runs directly the contrary ways And 1 venture-tarthet 
to ſuggeſt, that if Mr. Bell will be at the pains of 
dreſſing his patients with his own hands, will roll up 


the legs conſtantly himſelf, and by the due uſe of 


active applications will procure a ſound ſurface: to 
ulcers, he will meet with many that will be healed 
ſooner, numbers more certainly, and all mote par 
manently, than by mild dreſſings and abſolute reſt; 
But if ſurgeons will make uſe only or | chiefly of 
bland applications, which it is granted may ſome - 
times more ſpeedily induce ue granulations, as Afr. 
Bell has aſſerted, but will never induce fornd ones in 
diſtempered parts, or on à foul ſurface, they muft 
expect ſuch a cicatrice, however induced, in a ſhott 
time to give way. And I may juſt obſerve in this 
place, that I do not wonder Mr. Bell ſo ſtrongly infiſts 
upon the neceſſity of inſerting an iſſue previous to the 
cure of every ulcer of long ſtanding,* though he 
conſiders them merely as local affections.— As iffues 
are not likely however to do any harm, and are ſome» 
times uſeful, it were needleſs to urge many arguments 
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againſt ſo general a ſentiment; nevertheleſs, iſſues - 
being always troubleſome,, and to many people very 

diſagreeable, it is but juſtice to ſay, I rarely propoſe. 
them, and have not, in any view, experienced the 

bad conſequences of the neglect. 1 
Tu Dir recommended in this method, may 
be as exceptionable to ſome people as any thing that 
has been advanced; but ſuch are defired ever to keep 
in view the whole of the plan, one part agreeing with, 

and aſſiſting the other, and all of them conſpiring 


to the grand end in view, which is to heal ſore 


legs in ſuch a way as ſhall tend to perfect a cure. 
And, indeed, were it not for the depending fitu- 
ation of theſe ' ſores, ſurgeons would ſcarcely: have 
thought of the propriety of a ſparing, or low diet,* 
for ſo many months together, in the cure of them; 
nor yet of that frequent recourſe to purging, without 
which the healing up of old, or large ulcers is never 
attempted. For theſe ſores, it has been ſaid, are 
not uſually attended with inflammation, and where 
they are, it is ſeldom difficult to be removed. In- 
deed ulcers of this claſs, are more generally to be met 
with, in weak, relaxed conſtitutions, than amongſt 
ſtrong plethoric ſubjects of an inflammatory habit, 
and are in ſuch \circumſtances more difficult to be 
cured. 

But when a way is difhovered to prevent the ill- 
effects of exerciſe, and the deſcent of humors, as it is 
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* See BELL, Part ii. & 2. where the ingenious author declares 
himſelf of this opinion. 
called, 
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called, there can be no objection, (an evident ſtate 
of general, or local inflammation excepted), to any 
diet that would be found proper for ſuch people at 
another time; and which moſt. are ſure; to indulge 
themſelves in, as ſoon as the e has taken his 
Jesse. 1 2 | 

The above :ll-effe@ts, it hat a alteady obſerved; 
are obviated by a proper bandage, and J hope it has 
been made appear, “ that the ſeat of this ulcer being 
on a depending part, is not the chief hindrance to a 
cure, but its being an extreme part of the body, in 
which the circulation is leſs vigorous, and the vires 
medicatrices naturæ, for theſe reaſons, more l 
Fern, ͤ cept aguiaiteg: 

If theſe things are allowed, many advantages ws 
ariſe from ſuch a diet, as hath.a-dice& tendency'to 
ſupport the patient in full health, and to aſſiſt the 
powers of nature to create, and ſupport a diſcharge 
of laudable pus, the conſtant forerunner of a cure 
in every curable ulcer. nol) 20 

THrx laſt article mentioned relates to —— 
of which ſome notice has been taken already, but 
chiefly in a way of objection to ſome in general uſe; 
it will therefore be proper here to enlarge a little on 
the ſubject, wherein I hope not to forget the caution 
its importance requires. I know how eaſy, and how 
common a thing it is with ſome writers, in order to 
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 * See IntroduQtion, p- 8-13. 
I Perhaps falted meats, and ſpirits, are the chief things to be 


interdicted. 
ſu pport 
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ſupport an opinion, to bear down their opponents on 
every occaſion, by declaring facts to be on their own 
ſide; which they often do not, and ſometimes, indeed, . 
are not permitted, to produce. Such an argument, 
therefore, ſeldom comes with proper teſtimonials but 
from hoſpital practitioners, or muſt, at leaſt, expect 
to ſtand or fall, according to the ſhare of credit due 
to the writer. As far as that can go, however, in the 

| preſent inftance, I am encouraged. to ſay, experience 
= has led me to ſuſpect, that leſs is to be hoped for, 
and much leſs is required from medicines, than 

is generally ſuppoſed; ulcers on the legs being, in 
general, mere local complaints, not connected with 

any particular diſeaſe of the ſyſtem. It is poſſible, 

I may be ſotnewhat ſingular in theſe opinions; whilſt 
others have produced their experience to prove, that 

fore legs can only ſafely be cured by internal remedies. 

It is, however, by no means, my intention to aſſert, 

that medicines are never neceflary for theſe, as well 

as other ſores ; but that they are frequently-preſcribed 
in a very indeterminate. manner, and their effects are 
conſequently uncertain. But ſhould the patient labor 

* under the true fcurvy, or the ulcer follow the ſup- 
. preſſion of ſome periodical, or critical diſcharge, or 
the "diſappearance of a long continued eruption on 
the ſkin ; theſe, beſide other more common com- 
plaints, fuch as evident ſymptoms of a venereal in- 
fection, the preſence of fever, &c. will conſtantly 
call for the phy ſician's aſſiſtance, who will be at no 
loſs. to purſue a rational intention. In ſhort, what- 
ever is obviouſly wrong in the habit is to be corrected, 
5 but 
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but where there is no peculiar indication, I neither 
know how to preſcribe, nor to expect much benefit 
from medicines. If ſurgeons will reflect for a mo- 
ment, they will perceive the import of this obſerva- 
tion; let them conſider only what are the medicines 
uſuallhy directed, which, perhaps, excepting only the 
bark and cathartics, are adminiſtered under the idea 
of alteratives, by which ſome people intend a claſs of 
medicines that will effect a certain change in the 
habit, without ſo much as an idea, what that change 
is to be. The patient has a ſore; it looks ill, that 
is, it is not deterged, or will not continue ſo; the 
matter diſcharged from it is bad; or the ulcer is not 
diſpoſed to heal up.— Let every thing be done in 
ſuch a caſe, that has a tendency to mend the appear- 
ance of the ſore upon rational principles, and which 
generally is done for ſores on other parts of the body, 
Let -recourſe' be had to ſuitable dreſſings; let 
the patient enjoy the air, moderate exerciſe,* and 
a proper diet; let a tight bandage be applied to 
© brace and contract the ſore, to keep down the fungus, 
remove callous edges, and prove a tonic to the part. 
If theſe things fail, ſuch medicines ſhould be admi- 
niſtered as will brace the ſyſtem, or correct its ma · _ 
nifeſt defets—farther than this, I muſt ſay again, = 
I have neicher known their uſe, nor that frequent - 
want of them which others complain of. 
45 | | F | ; Not- 


»Cærsus. Lib. vii. Cap. 3. | 
+ By a modern French writer on this lutjeft, u we are es, ' 
toon the — up of old ulcers, to cotrect the vitiated bisod, 
and 
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and the little unneceſſary expence, of importance, 


indeed, to ſome people, ate the principat objections 


en this head; but the great miſchief is, that in moi 
caſes, the ſyrgeon's thoughts being hereby led off to a 
wrong object, he is diverted from an attention to the 
true means of affording relief. Inſtead, therefore, 
of making the moſt of the partieular habit of each in- 
dividual, by proper topical applications and general 
remedies, he is contriving how he may remove ſome 


likely to find an adequate remedy. But ſhould the 

time come, when ſome real alterative, or peculiar 

tonic ſhall be diſcovered that may co-operate with 

+ the ſurgeon's defigns, I ſhall be as n mn 
4 embrace it. 

| Wherever ulcers are connected with evident diſ- 

eaſe of the ſyſtem, it has been granted, the aſſiſtance 
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n purify it from the * leven with which it 22323 
To this end he gives us fix general indication. 
x. Si le malade a la verole, le ſcorbut, ou les e 2. 85 
Ge ſang eſt charge de Ky 3. Si le ſang eſt acre et ſale ſans 
Etre charge de bile. 4. Si le ſang peche par etre trop Epais, et 
« rrop refineux, 5. $1 Pon juge que le fang ſoit trop ſereux, 

* 6, En générale, il faut, dans tous les cas, purger ſouvent le 

„ malade, mais le purger doucement; lui donner tous les jours 
une ou deux priſes de quinquina; et lui faire obſerver un regime 
*rexatt, tant pour la quantité, que pour la qualité de la nou- 
=. 5 riture —If the reader can acquire any practical knowledge 
3 from the moſt of theſe indications, I mult conteſs he has greatly 
| the . of me. 1 a 
| of 


Not that troubling patients with uſeleſs medicines, . 


imaginary, or at the moſt, ſome unknown complaint, 
or to cure a manifeſt dyſeracy, for which he is not 


hd wo wu ws wh acs a 
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of ſuitable medicines wil be required; all that I 
mean to infiſt ypon is, that this is not generally the 
caſe, The true ſcorbutic ulcer, attended with ſpongy 
gums, and other marks of putreſcency of the fluids, 
does not very often occur in this Iſland, or at leaſt in 
the neighbourhood of the metropolis ; and the ſero- 
phulous very ſeldom attacks the legs in form of | 
ulcers. The venereal, indeed, more frequently oe - 
curs, or at leaſt, ulcers will partake of the poiſon, 
and I have ſeen alſo the cancerous, or ſomething 
very likg it; but as there will ever be, in theſe 
caſes, ſomething characteriſtic to their cauſe, the 
ſurgeon can ſeldom or never miſtake them, 
There are, indeed, many foul ulcers, which when 
of very long ſanding, are frequently aſſiſted by me- 
dicine; but ſuch generally attack the poor, who have 
either injured the conſtitution by bard drinking, or 
on the contrary, have been in want of almoſt the 
necefſaries of life. In ſuch caſes, the bark js a tonic 
(which is ſometimes improved by the addition of f 
martis) is of wonderful efficacy, and ought in many 
caſes, to be given-in much larger doſes than it uſually 
is; and in a few jinſtances, for a conſiderable time. | 
There is another medicine, which from its popu- 
larity, ſeems to claim an attention, and perhaps hag 
been of ſervice in ſome caſes, though I am not yet 
ſatisfied the ſores would not have got well without 
it, This is the-corrolive ſublimate, which in very 
large, and old ſores, has, in compliance with cuſtom, 
been frequently adminiſtered with ſeeming ſucceſs, 
But i it is often improper for labouring men, who are 
. N much 
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much out of doors, and for obvious reaſons, more 
eſpecially in winter. However, where theſe ob- 
jections do not equally take place, every ſurgeon of 
experience will judge for himſelf, what advantages 
he may reaſonably expect from the uſe of it. 


_ ©" Befides the cicuta, opium, and other internal | re- 
| medies already hinted at, J ſhall here mention other 


three—a ſtrong decoction of the woods, lime- water, 
and emetics. The firſt will be of ſervice chiefly i in 
caſes of obſtructed perſpiration, and cutaneous erup- 
tions, or the ſudden diſappearance of them; the 
lime-water, in the eriſipelatous ſore, (hereafter to 


| be noticed) eſpecially where a great part of the limb 


is infeſted with a ſcalding diſcharge, which takes off 
the ſkin wherever it runs. But we ſhall be difap- 
pointed, if we depend on this, or any other internal 
means; at leaſt T have always found external appli- 
cations much more effectual Emetics, may fome- | 
times be uſeful in ſome cacochymic habits, or where 
there is a cold phleghm on the ſtomach ; ad previous 

to the exhibition of topics. 

© Havixs now attempted, at leaſt, to anſwer ſome 
ppl objections to the plan I have propoſed, 
and explained what may be expected from it, with 
the manner in which the effect is produced, it is 
high time to Proceed to a more particular appll- 
cation of it. 5; jor 

In order to this, it will be — to make ſome 
Diſlinctions of ulcers, fince the general indications 


cannot be alike applicable to all.“ Perhaps this 
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might have appeared, with mack more propriety, in 
a former part of the work, but it ſeemed of impor- 
tance to be fully underſtood as I went on, and to 
obviate, as they occurred, the difficulties of an at- 
tempt to introduce ſo confiderable an innovation in 
practice. On this account, I. have preferred this 
deſultory mode to a more conciſe and formal method; 
but ſhould I ſo far ſucceed, as to point out a practice 
which others can with ſafety adopt, and furniſh the 
ingenious with hints that may be depended upon, it 
is hoped, that ſome, or even many defects in other 
things will be overloaked. 
Tux numerous claſſes of ulcers, of which writers 
b have treated in ſo many diſtinct chapters, ſeem more 
calculated to diſplay the ingenuity of authors, than to 
lead 80 any uſeful diſcrimination ; and muſt therefore 
tend to perplex thoſe whom they ought to inſtruet. 
Such diſtinctions are taken chiefly from certain ac- 
4 2 cidental appearances of the ſore, and the nature of 
the diſcharge; but are nioſt of them ſo made as to 
have very little relation to practice, when applied to 
ulcers on the legs. Whether, indeed, ulcers are in- 
dolent or painful, fungous or callous, moiſt or dry, 


4 or diſcharge ichor, or ſanies, amounts to little more 
than that their ſurface is in an ill conditioned ſtate, 
g can make only an accidental, and no eſſential diffe- 
: rence in the grand indications of cure : all ſuch cir- 
z cumſtances being mere ſymptoms, requiring only a 


temporary attention, and not characteriſtic of a dif- 
ference in ſpecies, 


The moſt eaſy and practical diviſion I have been | 
F 3 n able ü 
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able to make, will be to confider them under two 
heads only, which are calculated to illuſtrate the pre- 
ceding obſervations, and correſſ pond with the mote - 


eſſential points of difference in 1 treatment they 
will require. 

The firſt Claſs wit! include ulcers attended with 
great enlargement, or hardneſs of the limb; recent 
ulcers originating from an abſceſs, or any 1 


Fe complaint ; ; and every very old ulcer of a moderate 


fize, eſpecially in habits accuſtomed to them. 

The Second comprehends the true phagedenic ul- 
cer; ſuperficial ulcers where the ſurrounding ſkin is 
excoriated by an exceffive and acrid difcharge ; 
various large ones in very old people, or thoſe of a 
relaxed fibre and habit, and all very large ulcers with 
a pale and looſe ſurface, generzlly the conſequence 
of bad health, poverty, or neglect. 

In ſpeaking of each of theſe, it will be neceſſary to 
make ſuch enlargements and ſubdiviſions, as may 
relate to practical uſe. 
| And firſt, it will be proper to obſerve, there are 
two general affections, or ſymptoms, every ulcer is 
liable to, which will require theit articular treat- 
ment. Theſe are inflammation and pain; for each 
of which it will be neceſſary to lay down ſome general 
rules. 

Wir reſpect to inflammation, ſhould this attend 
a large ſore, where the pain is very conſiderable, (for 
the pain fo common in very ſmall ulcers, is ſeldom 
the conſequence of much inflammation, but rather 


of ö a thin and cane diſcharge ;) an emollient fomen- 
| tation 


n 


in ſpeaking peremptotily on the ſubject. 
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tation of white poppy heads, and adde eb a bread 


and mitk poultice for a few days, may be appliec to 


advamage: but if ſuch a caſe can ariſe as to require 


a much longer continuance of a poultice, it fould 
be changed for one of the ſaturnine kind. This will 


furniſh the ſame moiſture and heat, and is not only 


a leſs relaxing application, (for ſuch it has been ob- 
ſerred, ſnould never be very long continued to the 
legs x) but is a more powerful antiphlogiſtic. And 
here I may venture to repeat from a long experience, 
that ſuch poultices and fomentations, however great 
their reputation, are ſeldom neceſſary but in the be- 
ginning of the cure, where the parts are in a ſtate of 
inflammation, and particularly in the poor, WhO have 
long endured, and ſtood much upon them in that 


Nate; whole ſkin is likewiſe often dry and left dirty, 


and its pores conſequently obſtruted. | But as ſoon 
as the inflammation and foulneſs on the Kin are taken 
off, ſtrong digeſtives, with exerciſe and a roller, will 
produce a much ſpeedier and better digeſtion. |— This 
I ani fo ſatisfied of, that I have no kind of hefitation 

I with to make one remark more on this head, 
which i is, that when a bread and milk poultice is re- 
quired; it ſhould generelly be pd on * naked 
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+ Wiszntas gives a caſe very much tn W 1 ae 
that after conflaing's patient to the bed fot # vefy'bad ulcer, which 
* be a 
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ſore, a 8 it ſits eaſier, and is much more re uſeful, 3 
becoming the mildeſt application that was ever con- 
trived, if it be well made. And I bope 1 ſhall be 
1 if 1 ds. it ought OY; to be made, 


and | 


_ Y 


he had poulticed a coniderable time, he could not get it to heal 
till he left off the Ml and applied a laced ſtocking, * ii, 
ch. 9. 

See Farxe's Art of Healing. 


1 When I confider the importance of « good poultice to ulcers, 
| when the uſe of them is called for, and the number of pupils who 
viſit the metropolis every year, with an expreſs deſign of acquiring 
every kind of chirurgical knowledge, many of whom there is reaſon 
to think, have rarely | ſeen a bread and milk poultice properly 
made; it is hoped, it will not be thought trifling on this occafion 
to mention the beſt method of making it, This can be at the 
worſt, but a little time thrown away, and if only one young prac- 
titioner ſhould make a better poultice by this means, or if a fingle 
patient be benefited by it, I ſhall readily forgive others who may 
ſmile at the receipt; for however well ſurgeons know how to 
make them, the fact is, they are ſeldom well made.— It bas been 

too generally thought, that theſe poultices cannot be boiled too 
long; but on the contrary, it is long boiling that ſpoils them. 
They ſhould de made of the erumb of moderately ſtale bread, 
which ſhould be cleared from every thing the leaſt hard, or lumpy; 
ami aſter being grated, ſhould be rubbed between the bands, till 
reduced, 36 near as poſſible, to its firſt ſtate of flour. The milk 
ſhould then be boiled, and the bread lightly ſprinkled in with one 
"hand, whilſt it is kept ſtirring with the other. The difficulty 
with which the ſpoon is moved, will ſhew when a proper quantity 
of bread is put in, after which it ſhould not remain on the fire above 
two or three minutes at moſt, and ſhould be turned out boiling, 
* which means the bottom will retain its heat a long time, after it 
ſurface 


wilt 
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and applied by the ſurgeon himſelf, or at leaſt 1 
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his preſence, and nat intruſted to a careleſs ſervant, 
or ignorant nurſe, as it uſually is; the former of 
whom imagines, no {kill is required, and the latter, 
that no body can make one ſo well as herſelf; though 
there is not one poultice in fifty, made and applied 
by either of them, that ĩs propetly managed. Before 
I quit this ſubject, I cannot help adding, that if much 
benefit is expected from theſe applications, they 
ſhould in many caſes be renewed oftener than they 
generally are: for the want of this, the ſmaller ones 
eſpecially, ſoon becoming cold, I am fatisfied, ate 
often likely to occaſion more injury than good. 
Theſe, it is well known, are the caſes which cal 
for bleeding and purging, and for which I have like» _ 
wiſe ſometimes adviſed nitre and cicuta, “ or opium; - 
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takes is become cool 8 to allow of its application. Ir would 
be ſpread upon a piece of double linen cloth, (not over fine) by 
the help of a round-ended knife (greaſed with hog's lard or oil, 
inſtead of putting greaſe into it, which prevents its hanging to- 
gether,) to the ſize it is required ; and ſhould generally be about 
three quarters of an inch in thickneſs on the linen, If Poultices 
are too ſtiff or lumpy, they will lie heavy, and become painful to 
an inflamed part; if too thin, or not well mixed into an homo- 
geneous maſs, they ſoon become cold, and chill the pare they are 
intended to nouriſh,—lf a poultice is to be applied to a depending 
part, ſuch as the eye or the breaſt, where it will be apt to ſlip off, 
it will be an advantage to turn up the four fides of the inner 
eloth, about half Re RN da 
be greatly ſupported, _. 
This may ſometimes have one 88 of opium, zit bath | 
no tendency to conſtipate the bowels, and if it has any other 
| : virtues 
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the laſt, however, will be lefs proper if the inſſam- 
mation be confiderable ; but the antiphlogiſtic regi- 
men can never be required very long, for if the in- 
flarntnation does not preſently yield, there is probably 


ſome other cauſe for it than rhe vfcer, tit leſs there 


be diſeaſe of the bone. The former, it will be the 
phyſician's province to diſcover and remove; but if 
neither of theſe ſhould be the caſe, and yet the in- 
flammation continue, it will not prove of the phleg- 
monots kind, and I can venture to ſay will yield 


together with the pain, rq ſuch topical applications 
2 ſhall promote a difcharge, and with the affiftance 
of firm bandage and exercife, ſhall cleanſe or deſtroy 


the roo ſerifible ſurface ; which wilt immediately be 
followed by caſe, and a healthy appearance of the 
It may be neceffary in this place, to take notice 
of a ſource of pain not mentioned, that I know of, 
dy any. writer, and for a clear account of which I am 
obliged principally to an ingenious correſpondent in 
the country, fince the firſt edition of this tract: having 
my felf obferved it only once, in any © confiderable 


degree. This is an obſcure edema, more commonly 
atfending ſmall ſores, and occafioning very great 


pain about the little ulcers, or not unfrequently along 
the whole ſpine of the tibia, eſpecially in the morn- 
ing; and is effeftaally cured by only applying the 
bandage a little fighter than ufual. It may be met 
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virtues than that of an anodyne, as ſome people have been I 


opinion, the Patient vin evjoy che advantage of them. * 
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with not only in latge and tumid limbs, but in very - 


well ſhaped legs, where the tedema is not percep- 
üble to the eye, but may always be diſcovered by a 
careful examination with the finger. As I have rarely 
allowed any of my patients to apply the bandage 
themſelves, and have always been careful of drawing 
it tight, it is not likely this painful œdema ſhould have 
often fallen in my way. The fingle inftance I mer 
with, however, has borne ſuch direct teſtimony to the 
- obſervation of my correſpotident, (who is often 
_ obliged to allow diſtant patients to dreſs their own 


| ſores for ſeveral days together), that it could not 


but appear to me as highly improper to overlook an 
obſervation, from which it is run many patients 
may be benefited, 

After what. has been ſaid, another obſervation ar 


two reſpecting the ſymptom of pain, is all that will 


be neceſſary. And here I remark, that ſevere pain 
muſt be mitigated, if it cannot be entirely removed, 


or nothing will go on well ; whilſt the degree of pain, 


together with the nature of the diſcharge, will point out 
the moſt proper remedy for it ; the quantity of the 
anodyne, is therefore not ſo much to be attended to, 
as its effects. I have known excruciating pain from 
ſmall ulcers, almoſt entirely removed by half a grain 


of opium, taken only every other night, whilſt at 


other times, three or four grains have wo but little 
relief. 

In theſe caſes, the diſcharge i is 1 thin and 
acrid; and though ſuch vitiated matter may ariſe 
from the morbid ſtate of the ſolids, and of the ſecre- 

tory 
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2 FARM organs 1 the parts, which throw off ſuch kind 
of f fluids as cannot be changed into laudable pus, yet 
Ji does not certainly ariſe from an inflammatory 
uſe, and therefore is not always removed by anti- 
Vogiſtics, and mere emollient applications; though 
Ft eyer will be ſo, when that is the caſe, But if the 
q abit is not particularly conterned, it depends, more 
"Frequently upon a want of that ſpecies, or degree of 
inflammation, which is neceſſary to produce well 
concocted pus, * which is therefore often induced by 
ſimulating applications, which are the moſt ſafe and 
and rational means of promoting it, and will, in this 
Cale alſo, as as certainly be followed by a. ceſſation. of 
* pain, + +] And, herein we go back as far as relates 
to ulcers on the e legs, to the practice of the antients, 
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'. La ſeconde cauſe (du defaut de ſuppuration) eſt le defaut la- 
e dans la ptaye. Trait? des Ulceres, &c. 
05 — PaxE v ſpeaks exaclly to this purpofe in the cure of olcers, 
. xii. cap. g. where after having directed cataplaſms of ſolanum, 
cicuta, poppey ſeeds, and ſometimes opium; ſhould theſe fail to 
Procure eaſe in ſome caſes, he adds, ** neque anodynis, neque 
narcoticis, ſedari poteris, imò blandis medicamentis appoſitis magis 
= magis irritabitur. Itaque ad catherzrica confugiendum erit, 
nempe fortibus mot bis fortia remedia ſunt optima. Quare ulceri 
impunatur pulvillus forti et viribus aucto egyptiaco, aut paulo oleo 
anti imbutus, bis enim domandi efferi illius doloris vis eſl.“ 
his he adds, interim ulceri circumponetur lie uni, ne 
tum remediorum vehementia flux ionem excitet,” —But this 
luer! is greatly obviated by the uſe of a proper roller. | 
x7 Ste Gate, particularly bis book De Compoſite Medicament. 
P Gencra, ang CELsus. Lib, v. cop. 26, 


whoſe 
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Whole eigtnenbe, it bas been noticed, generally colts. 
fiſted of the warm gums, ſpirits, and eſcharotits; 
which thovgh, in maby caſes, juſtly exploded from 
practice, in the treatment of ulcers in general, * are 
of admirable ey, in ſuch as attack the lotet 
extremities. nnn 
Wbat has been aid will probably be quite caſket | 
on theſe heads; we have here manifeſt indications 
before us, and the remedies are therefore uſually 
fimple and obvious not always thought equally'evis _ 
dent, through the whole indications of cure. 4 
SYSTEMATICAL Writers, who have been fond of mul « "if 
tiplying diſtinctions of ulcers, have been equally 
preciſe in their directions for obtaining a cure. We 
are to digeſt, deterge, incarn, and cicatrize ; ſinuſes 
are to be laid open, callous edges are to be en 
dy the knife, or deſtroyed by the actual or poten- 
tial cautery ; ſome intemperies is to be corrected, 
or the whole habit to be altered: and above all, Wo 
they adviſe a horizontal poſition of the limb, and 3 


— 


2 


* See BELL, On Ulcers, who has made ſeveral very uſeful ob- 
ſervations on this head, though the French ſurgeons are ſtill of a 
different opinion, (as appears from their 4th volume of Memoires == 
de Chirurgie), and indeed ſome latitude muſt be allowed ; for the _— 
fact is, that in the cure of every ulcer, as of fever, a certain 2 
degree of inflammation, or exertion of the ſyſtem is neceſſaty; 
and too little, or an undue effort, does as certainly, though upon 
2 different principle from Plethora, fruſtrate the ſalutary inten» | 
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tions of nature. 1 

1 Compoſic ulceris ad curationem multæ ſont W pro- _ 
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ipjoio abſolute reſt. The whole proceſs of cure is 
moſt accurately delineated, and ſome appoſite remedy 
preſcribed. to effect every intention, as if art were - 
ſufficient for it all, and nature had nothing to do in 
the buſineſs. And indeed, were ulcers ſuch. very 
tractable, methodical things, as the picture repre- 
ſcats, memory might ſupply the place of judgment, 
and this part of ſurgery would be reduced to arith- 
metical exactneſs. But he whom practice has made 
moſt converſant with nature, well knows that her 
operations and the arrangements of ſcience too little 
reſemble each other. 

It is univerſally admitted, honeys, that except an 
8 clean, it will not cicatrize, though 
practitioners are not ſo well agreed, concerning the 
beſt means of bringing it about, But we are always 
to know our proper place, art beiog in this, and in 
every other inſtance, a mere hand- maid to nature, ta 
tend aſſiſtance in a way the moſt agreeable to her on 
laws. In the introduction to this little work, an at- 
tempt has been made to reduce the principles of 
the cure of ulcers to two only, viz. an attention to 
the general vigor of the conſtitution, and to the action 
of the parts; but with this view, it may be neceſſary 
to pay ſome regard to the nature of the different pro- 
ceſſes that are going on in the healing of every ulcer. 
There is, it has been intimated, a production of new = 
ſubſtance in its cavity, and a condenſation of its 
ſarrounding parts to a certain level and extent. The 
former .of theſe, indeed, is, I believe, very incon- 


fiderable ; it is, however, by the union of the two, 
chat 
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that nature accompliſhes her end. That theſe proceſ 
ſes do take place, may be known by an examination 
of the ſubſtance which is formed in the cavity of 
every cicatrized ulcer; and by the apparent evenneſs 
of the newly formed eicatriee with the neighbouring 
parts. And every one muſt have obſerved, that the 
loſs of ſubſtance is more evident at ſome months diſ. 
tance bein of n * on the aba 
of the ſor mme. he e ; 
Nov, if the principles hop al ho been laying 
down, as well as thoſe laſt mentioned, are at all juſt 
and rational, they will at onee ſerve to diſcover the 
impropriety of depending upon very mild applica- 
tions, whilſt they inforce the W 10 the 
means I have recommended. | 
The cure, it has been ſaid, is n ae 
this general vigor of the ſyſtem, and the action of the 
the parts, together with an abſorption of thoſe con- 
tiguous to the ulcer, the moſt appoſite to which in- 
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This obſervation has been long made in the caſe of thoſe fo- 
veolæ which remain after the ſmall- por. v 

+ Perhaps the very beſt of theſe is the ſoppuratire poultice ſo 
much recommended by Mr. Fx RRE, but it does nothing without 
the horizontal poſition of the limb; and has even then been top 
frequently ipeffectual, or it is probable, would not have been 
diſcarded from hoſpital practice. His intention, however, was 
perfectly rational, which was, ** to ſweat out the diſeaſe:“ an 
idea I have always had in view, in oppoſition to that of drying up 
diſtempered parts ; which muſt always be wrong. But the former 
intention may be much better accomplithed by other means, that 
do not require reſt and confinement, 


eg dications, 
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dications, are good diet, exerciſe and bandage, with 
the external uſe of invigorating applications. And 
how much may be effected by them, experience alone 
can demonſtrate, and it is a- principal deſigu of this 
treatiſe to ſer forth. I am happy, however, to find an 
author of conſiderable eſteem, and amongſt the beſt 
of the later practitioners, ſo much of my mind, 1 
mean ¶M iſeman, uho had continual recourſe to warm 
and active applications, and rarely dreſſed an ulcer 
on the leg in the firſt ſtage of the cure, without merc. 
corroſiv. ruber in one form or other. By this means, 
and the help of a roller, or laced-ſtocking, he ſue- 
ſince, with all our improvements.“ And 1 am ſa- 
tisfied from what I have experienced, that bad he 
allowed his patients to walk, and by the help of a 
flannel roller, had made a ſtill tighter compreſſion 
than the laced-ſtocking can pleaſantly admit, or in- 
deed can effect, and had been yet bolder in the uſe 
of — applications, he had not had reaſon to 


—— — 
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Notwichſlanding all ſciences have been improved by reducing 
them to a ſtate of fimplicity, yet, in an attempt to purify them, 
artiſts have been ſometimes led to overlook the principles on which 
ſome practice has been founded, and have therefore diſcarded 
many things that were valuable like ſome unprincipled empiric, 
who in order to get rid of an imaginary ill-humor in the blood, 
directs ſo large a quantity to be taken away, as reduces his patient 
to a worſe diſeaſe than he laboured under before; forgetting that 
the good and bad blood would run out together. | 
See Thoughts upon Amputation by Dr, K1EXLAND. | | 


complain 
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complain, that, healing ſome kind of ulcers was in 
general only a palliative cure. For it has heen very” 
evident in reading his caſes, and comparing them 
with my own experience, that the principal things 

which he fajled i in (beſides forbidding his patients to 


walk, which it ſhould ſeem, was not, however, al. | 


ways the caſe) was. the not continuing his ſtimulating 
applications much longer than he did, and his chang- 
ing them for very drying ones, in the end, in order 
to haſten the formation of the cicatrice. See his 
caſes, in chap. x. particularly; in reading which, 1 
could not avoid being ſurprized he had not himſelf 
made the remark. The like obſervations may be 
made on Dr. Turner, who was in many reſpects but a 
copyer from him, but in others, ſeems to have bad 
an advantage: - and had he been well acquainted with 
the uſe of the roller, and. been leſs fond of abſtinence 
and reſt, would have ſet an example, which after- 
practitioners would have made but little A 
ments on. 

Tuzsz things then, viz. Exerciſe, 8 . 
active Applications, may be ſolely depended upon 
in ordinary caſes; and where there is .no ſpecifig 
poiſon, or other manifeſt evil in the habit, they will 
effect every thing in this claſs of ulcers, which art 
bath hitherto accompliſhed by reſt, diet, and medi - 
cine; and will moreover effect ſuch a cure as will 
ſtand through all the ordinary ſituations of life. * 
Any common digeſtive is rendered deterfive in the, 
depree i it may be thought fir, by the addition of. 

little * corroſive fublimare, the white, or. red 
F pre- 


A 
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Precipitate, or by a fmall Portſon of verdigreaſe.; or 
have a very excellent one ready made to dur 
hands, the ibgrent. citrinum: but, However uncom - 
mon che practice, it is ſometimes better to uſe the 
ed preelpitate alone in the firſt ſtage of the cure, 
chan to mix it with the digeſtive; and this the ulcer 
will alſo readily bear, when exerciſe, and à good 
det are allowed,” And here it is, that the judgment 
bf the ſorgebn Jifcovers itſelf, in adapting his' dreſ- 
fings to the nature of the ulcer, Which (lay ing ade 
the reßnements, and nice diſtinctions I have ventured 
to Ulfcard,) tuft by obe mean of other, be brought to 
diſcharge laudable pus, whatever appearance its ſur- 
face may have; for nothing goes on well rlt this 1s 
effected. On the other hand, ſyrgeons have gene- 
tal been too! eafily ſatisfied, eſfechally in regard to 
did ſores; and if the uſer has but a ppeared clean, it 
has been preſumed, that all has bees going on well. 
To tis end, "therefore, various trifling applications 
have been made uſe of, ſuch as waſhing with a ſtrong 
decoction of bemlock, dreſſing the ulcer with the 
gaſtric juice, and other ght ſtimulants, or afttin- 
gents, or covering it with ſedative and emollietit 
poultices. But all this is inviting a fore to heal up 
at any rate, and by leaving the diſeaſe at the bottom, 
bas inſured its breaking out again. But not only muſt 
the furface be ctean, bur the granulations firm, and 
fuch a plentifuf digeſtion promoted; as may liberate 
the vellels, feſtore the due tone of the parts, and fur- 
| niſh 1audable” pus. This, t oft inveterate ulcers 
on 1 the © legs 998 be brought t to "afford, as freely as 


. 
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fores FP where eſe; unlefs, perhaps, thoſe 
on the bead are 'Excepted; which, I think, furniſh 

pus mote perfettly album, heve, e aqui, ed thoſe 

of afly other Püt. 

Probably nothing but expetience cat _ wp 

one to think, how cafily this may, it ordinary caſts; 


be effeted by powerful Aigellibes, aud exert, and 


how ſoon afterwards many troubleſome ſores put on a 
proper appearance, and are brought into a _— 
and healing condition. But where theſe things 
recourſe muſt be had to more powerful means, YL 44 
ſuch as no ſurgeon is ever at a loſs for; which if 


apþeatarice of the ſore ſeems to demand them, wilt 
deſttoy the fout ſurface, and give nature (allified'by 


2 govd diet) an oppottunity to exett herſelf f and 
as Hoffman ſays on chis very coy ex voto: ſuc - 


cedit confolidatio.? © ' nd f 1 


Perhaps, one of the beſt applications 6f this Kind, 


is the terc. cor. ruber very fitiely levigated! this is 
peculiarly uſeful in ſome ſmall” and Ibſtigate ulcers 
preſently to be noticed, not Wirt it be immediately 
fuſpected, with What freed, ard frequency this 


6 „„ KM * — — — — 2 ——— 


1 4 e eee r — 
* : Ne 262 1 gd 

| wy Venen, eee deu c e 

boribus, autem, mira. Lenne e e wi 

GALEN, De Compand. Med. Lib. 15. 

+ In caſes wherein the anthar bes mods uſe of any, remedies out 
of the common way, he has in this edition pointed them out, and 
deſcribed the kind of ſores that may call for their uſe ; Mn i 
this clſ of deen ſack inſtance are very fem, 1 
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freely applied, interpoſing lenierte applications if the 
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active . may be applied. It may be faid of 
this, as Hippocrates: ſays, of . frictions, that. it ſoftens 
the hard, ſtrengthens the relaxed, fibres, deſtroys the 
unſound, ſtimulates and elevates the growing fleſh; 
that it promotes, or diminiſhes diſcharge, and keeps 
opep, or heals up the ulcer, juſt as you would direct 
it. Nor is this ſay ing too much of it, with reſpect 
to a great number of caſes, for all this is a very cer: 
tain conſequence of a proper uſe of it, here a tight 
bandage is applied, and adequate exerciſe allowed. 
But then, it has been hinted that, for ſome of theſe 
purpoſes, (which will hereafter be ſpecified) it muſt | 
be uſed with great freedom, and be often repeated, 
and inſtead of being lightly ſpripkled over an 1ll- 
conditioned ſurface, the ulcer muſt be filled * with 
it, the ſurgeon taking up a large * of Be. and 
plugging up the ſore, | 

It has been ſaid, that the above practice is partl- | 
cularly uſeful in many ſmall ulcers ; but even in large 
ſores, ſomething of the ſame kind will be found ne- 
ey," The-foul ſurface muſt be remoyed, and the 
ſore brought to the ſtate of a freſh wound, which can 
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* While 1 was 5 in drawing up this little ad, I chanced 
to meet with more authority ſof the above practiee than I expected, 
for looking over WIsEMAM, I found him making uſe of the very 
expreſſion; to which practioe, 1 am fatisfied,” he, as well as Dr. 
Tezxzn, owed much of theif ſucceſs. The ſormer tells us he 

performed cures on the legs in us few weeks, as the patients had 
been:years under the hands of . hecall the/barber chirirgeons 
of the time. Book, ii. ch, 9 * 
* OY down 


VECERS: "or tax LEGS, i 


bloc (4% it is "uſually (aid) by” "powerful" dig geliver, 
or deſtroyed b by corroſives; and till this be done, 
ſome obftacfe br other will contiually "ariſe, e but 
this once effected, 3 you remoye the greateſt hinderance | 
to the cure. And ĩt may "be more eafily done than is 
generally icagined, and bg the fuccetding ſutface 
ſhould. put on the fame upp! eaſant | appearance, after 

the firſt, or even ſecond | application, yet the amend- 
ment, though gradual, is certain, and the pain is lefs 
ſevere than might be expected. The digeſtives are 
All continued when the eſcharotics are left off, and 
the} parts being, by theſe means, pur into action, in 
general nothing farther'is required, than to wait till 
nature is able to accompliſh her proper work. The 
want of this ability, or occaſion to exert herſelf, is 
the grand impediment to the cure, but this reſtored 
once and again, — * ye” — an. is re- 
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* Ulceribus wad diligeneer auen. by * e 
ſolet. Pare, De Ulceribus.—See alſo RuAazes, Lib. Divis. 
cap. 134, 138. In which caſe (fays a modern writer) tlie gra 
nulations are either foft and ſpengy, and ariſe only from the ſur- 
face of the ulcer, or elſe riſe too high in the form of fungus, or 
ſoon ceaſing to ſhoot, are not Tollowed by a"Giſpoſition"to"fornm'a 
cicatrice ; or if the ulcer. heals, it ſoon breaks out again. 

.+ From the very judicious obſervations on the . 
with caſes annexed, publiſhed by Dr. Wart, it ſhould. appear, 
that the good effects. produced by them on ulcers of the legs, have 
ariſen from their volatile ſpirit. Such, an, idea agrees very well 
with the theory I have. adopted, and which every day's expe 
rience has confirmed. Dr. WALL, indeed, in one place ſpeaks 
of the coldoeſs, and aſtringency of the Malvern-waters externally 

applied, 
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Beſides 5 abovementioned uſe of the. , Precipitate 
for the purpoſe of bringing foul uleers into 2 good 
nete, it js not untrequently neceſſary, in order to pre- 
ſerye them ſo, and tg. promote incarnation; and even 

In this view, it often anſwers much better by being 

ſprinkled upon the ſore, than mixed up with the 
digeſtive, . 1 know how much that mode bas been 
objected to by the late Mr. Sharp, who bath . as 2 
writer and practitioner, 1 ſhould be more jnclined 
i. envy than to cenſure, Nevertheleſs, experience 
4s the beſt teſtimony, and has demonſtrated, to, mo 
how much, and to how, great adyantage, ; ulcers on 
the legs will endure the uſe of precipitate, Perhaps, 
an inemantjon to this, bas been one occaſion of the 


do of ſore legs, and of the difficulty of | 
their cure; but ſo various are the inſtances I have 
ſeen of the ſpecific power of precipitate, in different 
kinds of ulcers, where every common application 
:had been uſed to no purpoſe, that I can recommend 
it with more confidence than ever, I do not ſpeak 
merely of foul, or callous ulcers, but of thoſe very 
aptly, depominated  gy/epulatic, wherein nothing has 

append pri an Hu. thers. has been, no 
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plied, 1 aig is only an opinion be has taken * from 6 Fg 
gaſes, i in which they had not proved beneficial ;* for he obſerves, 
often pccaſiop fo great heat in the part as to induce ſuppu- 
tation in cold tumors, and that in almoſt every caſe where they 
have been uſeful, they have raiſed more or leſs inflammation, and 

| have oſtet occaſioned very conſidetable pain for ſame days. 
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ULCERS, op. rap LENS. jez 
eiſpoſiion, to heal, The, 1 of ſugh ores, þas 


been glaſſy, and the edges. ſarp,and an- 


2 1. newly, disiged with a, kpi N ier the 
laſt diſpolition 10. granulate dt ingapn,, ut at che 
ſame time not of 
them to ſpreadʒ wh 
head - The free, ple; of: the precipitates: Fog ſqur r 
five; days, though it has, indeed, ſamatimes produced 
little- Lought) - 
render;the ſores deeper, has put the, chic, parts in 

action, 206 like the gxhibition.of the — 
ocgaligns, hes: femorgd ger) unkingly Lu 
produced a HCH: © of good, pus, ag dil p led 


ulcer to heals I. baye already, binted if oer 


place, & that this ſtands no longer on my authorKy:s 


5 w Ky 


che accounts, IL. Have, been, Fayored; wat den 
different Practitioner, boch here, and on. de Cop: 
rigents, finge, the , former. edition, af ig, Keane 


bear a ditecd teſtimony to the advantages the. P PF | 


has derived from the hiars I then veptureg ta throw 


out. Patients have alſo. been treated an, this way. ip 


different hoſpitals, where the gde appRarane of 


effects of the remedies, are, indee eſſentially ne- 
Kan. by which dane eee te enable 


deset Profits to — * 1 
* 


G 4 to 


Wiitritable nature (which, inglines 
ich I ſhall ſpeak gf under; the next 


which, Howerer, chavg not roll lp 


large ulcers, repeatedly, covered with, procipitate, has 
fully anſwered. every, expectation E had, formed, of 
had previouſly experienced, in my, own, praftige- - 
Some conſiderable, knowledge. in the e profeſſion, , as 

well as experience of this plan, and attention to the 
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to judge how long he may continue the bold Uſe of 
io active an application : for it ſometimes happens, 
that one day too long will offend à ſore that has been 
inexpreffibly benefited by its uſe ; whereby the cure 
will be retarded.” And if the plan has met with leſs 
ſucceſs in hoſpitals than in private practice, it ĩs not 
unfair to attribute much of this, not only to the foul 
air of the wards,” and the improper manner in which 
(it bas been noticed) a tight bandage is ſometimes ap- 
plied, but to the inattention or ignorance of ſome of 
the pupils in this reſpect; it being impothble for 
the ſurgeon, in every caſe, to lay down rules fuf- 
fleiently preciſe for the pupils to follow, which con- 
trains him to ſubmit leffer Ant to mad e 
diſcretion of the dreffers. © 
Hans ſo folly ſtared, and eech Ry 
the principles and pratice laid down, it remains 
only to collect them into one point of view ; and then 
to ſelect a few of the varieties of ulcers to be met with 
in this clafs, with the treatment of each, as"illuf- 
trative of the ſeveral indications and remedies pro- 
poſed. And to this end, it feems only neceffary that 
the reader ſhould be reminded of what has all along 
been obſerved of the peculiar circumſtances of fores 
on the lower extremities, and of the cauſes and ope- 
ration of theſe peculiarities. To obviate the force 
of theſe, by proper bandage, and other ſuitable topical 
8 and general remedies, tending to re- 
or correct, the atony, and other ill- diſ pofitions 
a ue and both enable them, and the ſyſtem at 
_ to * ſuch well. directed and ſalutary exer- 
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tions as ſhall place uleers, ſo ſeated, in eitcumſtandes 
as ſimilar as may be to thoſe on other parts of the 
body, has been the leading idea throughout this 
work. How far this teaſoning may have been juſt, 
or the means above pointed out may appear rational 


and adequate, the reader himfelf is now called upon . 


to decide; whilſt” the author, for his Part, has the 
ſatisfaction of thinking, that ſucceſs has, at leaſt, 
juſtiſied his attempt, and given ſome IR 
Peters due ventures to recommend.” 7 

© AMoncsrT the few inftances to be ſelected Ein 
particular caſes, is a ſmall ulcer, frequently hinted 
at, and for which, after every other mean has failed, 
the precipitate, or other eſcharotic is a ſpecific. It is 
improperly accounted ſcorbutic, and particularly af- 
fects the parts about, and even below, the ank les; 
which, indeed, cannot therefore properly be called 
a ſore leg. This is exquiſitely painful, and for 
ſome time appeared difficult of cure without reſting 
the limb, ſo little advantage being obtained from the 


roller; which cannot be made to afford much com- 


preſſion below the ſeat of the ſore. It was in theſe 
caſes more eſpecially, that ſeman preferred a laced- 
Rocking, becauſe (as he tells us) he © could not 
uith a roller make a ſuitable compreſſion, fo near the 
ankle, without cauſing a ſwelling on the foot. But 


the ſame difficulty, I was ſoon able ta remedy it, by 


carrying the roller ſeveral times oyer the ankle and 


foot, ſo as to leave no part but juſt the point of the 


heel . by the roller; and by this means, 1 


alſo 


this is certainly a miſtake, for having, at firſt, found 


> X 
LOT - "x 
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agree. * If the: fore ſhould not ſoon change its 
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alſo. make a tolerable compreſſion below the vlcer + 


itſelf: to which intentions, the circumſtance of the 
roller being made of flannel, very greatly contributes. 


Theſe caſes. are often attended with a canfiderable 
puffineſs, and a tetterous appearance of the ſurround- 
ing Kin, accompanied with a thin and acrid diſ- 
charge, which renders the parts additionally tender z 
whilſt the little ulcer is almoſt ; perfectly, dry, and 
cannot eaſily | be brought to ſuppuration, till f the 
complaint of the, ſkin is removed- This I: ence 
thought was relieved by bathing the parts in, Nevil- 
belt water, as lately recommended for this purpoſe, 
but I ſoon. learnt, is much more ſpeedily removed 
by drying applications, which inſtead of the common 
cerate, may be ſpread on lint, or linen cloth, and 
applied over the uſual dreſſing to the ſore; fot which 
common treacle is often a very good one, as well as 
for many other. irritable ulcers. The outer dreſſing 
may conſiſt of cerat. alb, with bole and powdered 


allum ; or the ung. deſiccativ. rubrum, or in more 


obſtinate caſes, a compreſs of linen may be wetted in 
a ſolution of ſacch. ſaturn. and vitr;-alb. with an 
ounce or two of camphorated ſpirit, in a pint of 
ſpring water; which, gotwithſtanding the tumor, and 
heated appearance of the part, I never found diſ- 
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* Theſe affections of the ſkin; vulgatly called Korbütic, haye 
2 no one ſymptom of that diſmal complaint, and being merely | 
OW ſhould always be treated as a diſeaſe of the ſkin; for true 

ſcorbutic 


/ 
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complexion, on the diſappearance of the ſaſſectian 
of the fin, the, little ulcer. ſhowld be filled, wich 


Pregipitate, puly, angel. difloived lupar, cauſtie, or 


any ſimilar eſcharotic, and when the ſiough is come 
out, be immediately repeated, if che fore ſhould. nat 
then put on a Kindly appearance, vhich it certginly 
will in a very little time; but the cure, will, not 
ſtand if this be neglected. But though ſo much has 
been {aid on the bald; uſe of very deterſire, and even 
.eſcharatic applications, it is to be remembered, that 
recourſe, need nat always. be had-to, chem fin the-firſt 
inſtance ; but whenever leſs actiye means, aided by 
the bandage. and exerciſe, ſhall prove ineffectual, I 
reſt it upon every man's e to ae 
the utility of them. AE | 
There is nothing I can be more Gatisfied of, than 
as, propriety , of the method here recommended, 
There. is no fl _ ana nal rie e 
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ſcorbutic ulcers are * a very different kind, and will not endure 


the uſe of eſcharoties. See Dr. Cyt:Lex's Symop. nn 4 


Daun, on this diſeaſe, Part ii. chap, 2 


OM WinznaZ eilig of ſuch an ulcer,” has this bold expref- 
fion, which I doubt not was the reſult of experience, the beſt 
anodyne had been to have filled it with precipitate.” Book it. 
ch, 4.——He was not afraid of the conſequence mentioned by 
 Higpocrates, or knew better how to diſtinguiſh caſes, than to be in 
apy danger of the evil be mentions ; ; who ſays, 66 Thrinon Da- 
monis filius, habebat malleofum uleus, juxta neryum ſane non 
youre pop pop contigit, ut —— more · 


zetur,” 


Ei idem. Lib. . 
ſome 
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Wine beat, by ordinary t means, as än och ulcer Hear 


the ankle, and there are ſcarce any of the antient 
writers but mention it as ſuch; whereas, there is no 
ulcer on the leg, that i is ſo eaſily, ſoon; and certainly 
cured, when properly treated. | The manibers, And 
variety J have ſeen, leave me no room fot doubt on 
this head; of which ſome have been ftom three 
to thirty © years ſtanding, breaking out again as 
conſtantly as they were healed, and inexpreffibly 
painful.” But if not of che phagedenie kind (of 
which I ſhall treat in another place) are perfectly 
cured, in a few weeks, by taking much exerciſe, 
and dreffing with the warmeſt digeſtives, or (where 
theſe fail) by a free uſe of precipitate, and a ban- 
dage. This may be very tightly applied, if no true 
inflamtmation attends, or as ſoon as this ſhall be re- 
moved by bleeding, and a few days application of 
"Freke's ſuppurative poultice; x Which it will be ſome- 
times proper to begin with, if the ulcer is deep. 
Since the former edition, I have had an inſtance of 
che efficacy of the precipitate, in a ſore on my own 
ankle occaſioned by a burn. A ſmall and very pain- 
ſul little eſchar was formed, which, after I was tired 
of poultices and other emollient applications, and 
common digeſtives, I loaded with precipitate twice a 
day, and applied à tight flanne! roller; which I 
ſhould have done ſooner, had it not been ſo recent a 
ſore. The ſmall. 5 and a of the ulcer, in- 
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* See his Art of Fate poultice canſiſted of fps, 6nions, 


duced 


marſhmallows, and white lily roots, 
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duced. me to dreſs it: ſo often ; and by, this means, 
kindly, ſuppuration ſoon-took place, which ſe 
the ſlough. Imagining, now, the little ulcer might 


be healed by any common means, I made uſeſonly of 


a few turns of a linen toller, to ſecure the dreſſings, 
and for ſeveral days, applied nothing but ceratany 
album, and afterwards, common digeſtives; but one 
ſlough formed after another, whilſt under this courſe. 
I then returned to my flannel roller and dreſſed again 
with precipitate, which I ſprinkled on the ſore every 
day. After this no more ſloughs appeared; and tho 
ulcer healed kindly, under the en uſe of: thy 
precipitate,” 1 15615 n dne 

There is another den 10 ſmall ky vente 
difficult to heal, that is likewiſe, improperly, ter- 


med ſcorbutic, and is exccedingly painful, though 
without any tumor of the limb; and ſometimes at- 


perſed over a great part of the leg, particularly along 
the ſpine of the tibia; are generally round, and ra- 
ther deep, with thickened edges; and are often not 
larger than peas ; whoſqever has once noticed them. 
will readily diſtinguiſh, them from every other fore. 
Though difficult to be healed, and diſpoſed to break 
out again, as they certainly are, when treated upon 
the lenient plan, frequently nothing more is neceſſary 
than to bathe the limb for a few nights in tepid ſalt 
| and water; to dreſs the ulcers with precipitate and 
digeſtive, and apply a very tight bandage, which 
immediately removes the pain; and I have known 


ſuch ulcers, * of long ſtanding, perfectly healed 
in 
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in ten or twelve days. Should others, however, prove 
öbſtinate, from having their ſeat on mort tendinous 
parts of the leg, the ointment muſt be made inere 
active by the addition of a little lapis infernalis 3 
which forms an Wen nan for wan _ 
CIS 1 19821 b 127! 467 
There are W nal d W Acht uche 
am a peculiar kind of dreffing, merely: from theit 
being ſeated on tendinous or ligamentous ſurfaces, 
ſuch as the inſtep and lower parts of the leg. On 
this head, I nerd only to obſerve, that common 
treacle with freſh lemon juice boiled up in it, agrees 
with them ſo well, that they require nothing more, 
unleſs it be to have the ſurrounding. parts touched 
with a lotion of the tinctur. martis cum ſpir. ſalis, 
fulficiently diluted; both which applications ſhould 
be continued as long as the ſores remain in a very 
irritable ſtate. I ſhall juſt remark, that the like 
dreffings agree equally well with many foul ulcers, 
tbat are irritated with moſt other dreffings. 
I have alſo met with other deep, and painful ulcers, 
Hmewhat larger, of no regular figure, nor confined 
18 any particular parts, for ubich the fine powder of 
bark is often a good dreſſmg. After the ulcer has 
been filled with this; morning and night for a few 
days, anc covered with a good digeſtive, ſuch fores 
will begin to fill up with firm and florid granulations, 
and will loſe their morbid ſenſibility 3 bur if they 
mould not, the ſurface muſt be deſtroyed by prect- 
pitate, as formerly directed, and trial made again of 
—— if it mould ſeem to be neceffary. $5067 
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Ix ulcers of long ſtanding, and where the con- 
ſtitution is thought to be concerned, it ſometimes 
happetis that befides a large fore; the leg ſhalh be 
exceedingly ſwelled, with hard tumors, or lamps, in 
one of more parts of it, which will not always be 
diſſolved by the diſcharge. But while this is kept 
up, the application of a large piece of '6iPd ilk will 
produce the happieſt effects, and with ſafety diſperſe 
the Indurations. And as it ſometimes happens," that 
the other leg will be equally ſwollen, and exceedingly 

hard, though without ulceration, that ſhould likewiſe 
de rolled, and covered with a like piece of vid"; 
which, by exereiſe, will daily produce a confiderable 
perſpiration, and without the leaſt. aſſiſtance from 
medicine, will bring down the hardneſs and ſwelling, | 
by the time the ulcer on the other is healed: This 
direction, however trifling it may appear, L have 
found fuch evident advantage from, that I think 1 
ſhould not have done juſtice to my ſuby „ if T had 
not made particular mention of it. the like 
purpoſe, the leg may be well tubbe# with volatile 
liniment and about an eighth part of mereuriat 
ointment ; but I'think; I have never found-occafion to 
have recourſe to any embibestlöw of tft ſpecies of 
ſwollen leg, finte 1 firſt made 1 r agel 
roller and oibdfH I. 

Having now ſaid every e . 
fary, with reſpect to cleanſing and incarning, and 
pointed out a few uſeful medicines, and ſome parti 
cular caſes in this claſs of ulcers, I. ſhall cloſe 
it with ſome obſervations on healing; an article 
24 2 i | of 
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of as much importance, as t that has 1 
F nn d ot gane ei alf 
This laſt pence of nature is by. no means to be 
hurried; and if every thing is right, and the bottom 
of the ulcer become ſound, no particular means will 
be required for it, it being, in general, ſufficiemly 


diſpoſed to heal of itſelf, and will, even with the uſe 


of ointments not a little deterſive.æ For it is ſuppoſed 
(as will ſoon be explained), the more active ones 
have been weakened already, but not ſo much as to 
become mere greaſy applications; which (eſpecially 
warmed: ones, ) upon this plan, do as much in- 
jury, by relaxing the parts, 'as do very drying ap- 
plications, when uſed to haſten he n of 


the cicatrice. 
If this latter be NCHS too * and elpecially 


if carly recourſe be had to drying applications, the 


ſurgeon will foon perceive his miſtake. The ulcer 


being only partially digeſted, like thoſe treated upon 


the lenient plan, when apparently about to heal up, 
vin burſt out in one form or other. This will 
eſpecially follow in thoſe termed- conſtitutional ſores, 
attended with diſeaſed ſkin, and of very long ſtand- 
ing. Here ſmall ulcers will be formed in the diſtem- 
pered parts of the ſkin, which in à while becomes 
pappy, and denotes the parts ee to be un · 
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* en 17 N notes having cleanſed, incarned, and | 


bealed ulcers on the legs, by the uſe of precipitate.” 901 


1 See BELL, On Ukers, in regard to the relaxing 2 of | 


warmed applications. | Medio ui fue ibis. | el Gziv 2 
x Gans. 
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found; Hence matter may be forced up by preſſure, 
through many little orifices,, putting on ſuch an ap- 
pearance of diſeaſe throughout a great ſurface of the 
limb, as may diſcourage the ſurgeon from expecting 
a cure, without a great length of time, and aſſiſtance 
from reſt, But all will go well. notwithſtanding, 
under the advantage of good rolling and exerciſe, if 
the diſcharge be kept up; for the exerciſe, inſtead 
of protracting the cure, I am fatigfied, tends ip ſuch 
| caſes, directly to enſure it; and I accordingly always 
geſire it may be increaſed. All that can be necefiary, 
is to lay the ſmall contiguous fares. into one, by a 
ſüght touch of the lancet, Which will afford very 
little pain, as the parts ate nom became perfectly 
ſodden, and the ſkin. parted from the edges of tha 
ſore; or ſhould this be objected to by the patient, 
the little holes may be filled up, once or more, with 
pfrecipitate, and the cure will go on as ne 

and almoſt as ſpeedily as could be wiſh ec. 
It was ſaid, the digeſtive or other n . 
time may be weakened, and this may be done with · 
out improperly diminifhing that difcharge, which, it 
bas ſa often been infiſted upon ought to be kept up: 
for hen the moſt active remedies have been uſed, in 
bad caſes, for two or three weeks, the ſtimulus from 
exerciſe will ſuthciently maintain it; andi it is a good 
maxim to proceed gradually to that changę between 
x copious diſcharge, and its total ſuppreſſion, which 
mould be always Kept 3 in view. gd the whole 1 
the cure. 8 

As ſoon theff as che fr Yoverer large, puts on | 


a per- 
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a" perfectly healthy appearance, this change in the 


dreſſing ſhould begin, which ſhould be repeatedly 
weakened, three or four times, at ſuch intervals as the 


ſize of the ſore, and the time ſuppoſed neceſſary for 
its cure, ſhall point out. But great caution is re- 


quired not to be too haſty in this, or to continue it, 
if the diſcharge is ſtill very conſiderable. An at- 
tempt to ſuppreſs this is always improper, and-if it 
ſacceeds, will, indeed, divert the diſcharge ome 
other way for a time, but without any advanatge to 


the patient; and the matter inſtead of burſting through 
the ſkin, where that happens to be (diſeaſed, will 


form à paſſige in different places through the 
ſurface of the ſore. In this caſe, the bandage 
mould be drawn tighter below the ſeat of the ulcer, 
and the matter by preſſure with the fingers, at each 
dreſſing, ſhould be carefully forced up; the ſurgeon 
muſt likewiſe return to more active applications, by 
which the ſore will ſoon recover a more pleaſant ap- 
pearance. But if no ſuch change ſhould preſently 
take place, either more time is required to cleanſe 
ſome diſtempered parts in the ulcer, or elſe the 
whole ſore is unſound to the bottom. In the former 
caſe, time, it has been ſaid, Will do every thing that 
is wanted; but if it does not, recourſe muſt be had 
again to eſcharoties, whidh, if the bone be not diſ- 
eaſed, will invigorate the parts, and ſoon improve 
che diſcharge; ot if ſtronger be uſed, a thick ſlough 
will be made, and the ſurface, the moment that is 
thrown off, will be Clean, and will n, on a ROS 


9 again. * 
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Upon this head it may be proper to obſerve, 
that when large and old ulcers are brought to a co- 
pious diſcharge, whilſt the ſurgeon, from their un- 
kindly nature, is afraid of too haſtily weakening his 
dreſſings, though the ulcer may be very conſiderably 
diminiſhed in ſize, it will often be proper to defend 
its tender edges, and new ſkin, as it is called, with a 
little cerat. epulot. or ſome fimilar application. But 
it may be ſtill better, in very irritable ulcers, and 
fuch as are much indiſpoſed to heal, to ſpread a 
margin of cerate on the ſame dreſſing, that the whole 
may be covered with one piece of lint, by which 
means the diſcharge finds a readier way to run off; 
a matter of the greateſt importance in ſuch ulcers as 
are eafily offended. The pledgit, for this reaſon, 
ſhould likewiſe extend confiderably beyond the ſur- 
face of the ſore, eſpecially in ſmall ulcers, or the 
tightneſs of the bandage will prevent the matter from 
eſcaping, and thereby occaſion a continual irritation, 
which will diſpoſe the ulcer to ſpread. * But though 
H 2 cerate 
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The doctrine here inculcated, though founded upon repeated 
facts, I find ſtrongly controverted by Mz. HUuxTEz—“ When 
treating of pus, in my lectures (ſays that able teacher) © I ob» 
ſerved, that I was inclined to believe that no matter, of whatever 
kind, ean produce any except upon the part that formed it: nor 
do I believe that the matter of any ſore, let it be ⁊ubat it will, ever 
does, or can do any hurt to that ſore ; for the parts, which formed 
the matter are of the ſame nature, and cannot be irritated by that 
which they produced, except extraneous matter is joined with 
it.—If what J haye now advanced is true, wipipgh, or waſhing 
= = away 
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.cerate is allowed of with the view I have mentioned, 


Abe uſe of 6ryimg -appticarivin will, by 10 men, 


haſten the cure in this ela ſs of ulcers, n moet 
contains much the ann A viii 


A PETER _ _ . i 
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away matter, under the idea of keeping the- parts clean, is i eadry: 


caſe abſurd.” See his Treatiſe on the Fenereal Difiofe, page, 36, 


Note, 
It is fomewhar at to have to edutar ſentiments with fo 


reſpectable an opponent, whoſe experience as a ſurgeon, as well 

as his phyfiological attainments, might well claim a reverence from 
the moſt eminent practitioners. But the doctrine contained in the 
above extract ſeems to be far too general, and I think may lead to 
erroncons practice; for an enemy as I am toa ſcrupulous attention, 

and rude manner of always wiping off all the diſcharge that may be 

furviſhed by ulcers, I am equally perſuaded, that much matter con- 

fined upon them will often occaſion their ſpreadiug. It is very 
Plealing, indeed „to be able ts account for the changes taking 
place in 1 and for the operation of certain remedies, as 
we are thereby often enabled to extend the application of the 

latter to different complaints, and zender them more generally 

wſeful; but we may be too nice in our inquiries, and a turn for 

theory, and phyſiological diſquifitions way poffibly be carried too 

far; and certainly are ſo, when not only unſupported, but con- 

tradifted by facts; as appears tobe the caſe in the preſent inſtahce. 
For though i is very probable, that rhe fyſtem may not be affected 

by the abſorption of new venereal matter, any more than inoculated 
patients are by a freſh application of the variolous ; there are ne- 
vertheleſs other vicers'that will ſuffer by the acrid matters which 
they ſometimes ſecrete. The diſcharge furniſhed by a cancerous 
fore, it is well known, will erode the ſkin, and extend the dimen- 
fions of the ulcer when not otherwiſe in = ſpreading or ſphacelaring 
flare : and the like will happen to many other ſores when there is 
no admixture of foreign matters, To prove this, let an ulcer on 
EF : the 
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Ir. may then be laid Pay: as a general maxim, 
that they ſhould rather be ſuffered, than invited to 
ſkin oyer ; and to ſpeak plainly, 1 would, eſpecially 
in thoſe of long ſtanding,. rather i irritate than cos 
them, for 1 know they, will heal in the end. And 
I wiſh to enforce. this idea very, ſtrongſy, as of 
the greateſt, importance, and to recommend, in all 
ſaſpicious caſes, and eſpecially where ulcers have 
been diſpoſed. to xeturn, the long continued uſe af 
deterſive applications, not only till the ſores have 
long put on 2 very florid and healthy appearance, 
but almoſt, or intirely to heal the ulcer under the 
uſe of ſuch active applications; nor will even time 
always be loſt in ſa doing. Fot if every part is be- 
come perfectly ound, the bandage will furniſh that 

warmth which inclines them to heal; whilſt on the 
other hand, if nature be not yet diſpoſed entirely to 
ſuppreſs the diſcharge, the ſurgeon, as hath been 
ſheun, by attempting ta heal up the fore, will have 
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| the leg be dreſſed with a little white cerate, or any other bland 
ointment, ſpread upon lint, and afterwards with the like ſpread 
on a thin piece of ſponge, and the part be ſo rolled up as to conſine 
the diſcharge : or ſhould the cerate be thought capable of com- 
municating this property, the different appearances of the fore will 
be ſtill more evident when dreſſed one day only with dry lint, and 
another with ſponge, - In a certain ſtate. of the fore, when dif- 
charging plentifully, the ulcer will be either foul or raw, and its 
dimenſions increaſed, under the former, but will appear freſh, 
healthy and granulatipg, by means of the acrig er 51 
more abſorbed by the latter. 
= * page 28, of the TetrodaSion. 1 0 
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great part of his work to do over again, For this 
reaſon, dry lint, blue vitriol, “ nor hard eompteſs, 
ſhould never be uſed, though I know they have ſuc- 
ceeded for a preſent cure in ſeveral inſtances. The 
caſe, indeed, is different, when patients, at this period, 
are confined, 'dieted, and purged, (though upon 
that plan ſores are not ſo ſoon brought into a good 
ſtate ;) ſuch applications may then both agree, and 
expedite the healing of the ſore: but ſuch ulcers being 
rather deficcated by art, than cicatrized by nature, 
many ſuch parients matt ___ make ne 
again, 

The habit is to be firſt Srifl6ally relieved, and to 
ſpeak a popular language, the humors are to run off, 
and the change from a long accuſtomed, or copious 
drain, to be cautiouſly effected; but which gradually 
abating as the wound diminiſhes in its fize, nature, 
however averſe to ſudden tranfitions, will when left 
to herſelf, in a reaſonable time find ſome other vent, 
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* WrsEMAN experienced this in a caſe that appeared to be 
going on well, but ſuddenly turned foul, and in a few days be- 
came as bad as ever, (Book ii. ch. .] This, however, ſeems to 
| have been his uſual method, and it muſt be acknowledged, that 
ſome ulcers on the legs healed in this manner may ſtand well, but 
there is no adequare rule to determine by ; and therefore would a 
ſurgeon be certain of healing an ulcer, and perfecting a cure, that 
muſt not be his method. 

+ See Mr. E1s8's paper in the Med. Obfere. and FWD 
where he ſpeaks of covering the ulcer with a ſheet of lead; fo 
alſo a late French author; though, you tho praftice is very 


ancient. 
29 This 
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This. remark, and what has been ſaid above, it will 
be ſuppoſed, is peculiarly applicable , to ulcers « of 
long Randing, bur although i in more recent caſes, it 
may not be ſo neceſſary that nature ſhould find ſome 
| other outlet than the ulcef, vevertheleſs, all the above 
reaſoning, as far as it relates to practice, will gene- 
rally hold good : though it may, perhaps, be better 
accounted for upon very different principles. * Ex- 
perience proves that few ulcers on the legs, though 
brought i into a. clean tate, ought to be healed by any 
other. means than preſerving them fo, nor wilt any 
other, under the directions here given, in ordinary 
caſes, be found in the leaſt neceſſary. Every ſurgeon 
| knows. very well, that the great difficulty reſpecting 
the cure of 15 and r mare eſpecially thoſe on the 
lower, extremities, i: is to bring them into a good and 
healing ſtate, and when that is accompliſhed an entire 
cure will follow of courſe. pe This is one reaſon that 
wounds on the head fill up ſo readily; they are not 
long in a foul ſtate, and therefore after a few days uſe 
of ſome lenient digeſtive, want only to be kept clean, 
or at the moſt, to have their luxuriant granvlations 
kept within bounds, whith are merely a conſequence 
of ſtrong digeſtive powers, and of nature over-doing 
her part. But in the caſes before us, there is little 
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. * Having already offered an opinion on that ſubject, (vide the 
Introduction, p. 37, 38.) when ſpeaking of the good or bad effefts . 
ulcers have on the conſtitution, which, it was ſaid, were pro- 
bably rather owing to irritation than the diſcharge ; it was more 
natural to expreſs myſelf here in the common language of writers 


Io this ſubject. | 
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of this to be rer $65 ze bs 8800 faid, the 
conſtant and firm preffure from the roller, -(which 
may be increaſed as may be found neceſſaty,) will 
always keep down this looſe fungus. It will there. 
fore be ſufficient to apply a mild, defenfive plaſter, 

or ſometimes one more drying, (as formerly recom- 
3 if there are heats on the ſkin) which fhould 
be ſpread only on a piece of doubled linen, and be 
laid over the digeſtive; but if hard <comprels, 
or merely drying applications are laid on the fore, 
the. ill-conſequences I have mentioned will ge- 
verally follow, or the fore, for want of proper. di- 
geſtion, will break out again. r 

Upon the above plan, however, every objection to 
healing the ulcer, as well as our fears for its return, 
are ſufficiently obviated, and for want of which, the 
author of the paper in the Medical Obſervations, ap · 
pears to have obſerved the above unpleafant effects; 
for if old ulcers are dried up inſtead of digeſted, and 
kinned over inftead of _ rand and men * 
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201 Sabo ſpeaking of recent ulcers, Woes: at this expe- 
ditious method of healing under particular eircumftances, but how 


inapplicable to the caſes before us, reaſon and experierice will de- 
termine“ aut fi quis avertat (viz. ſuppurationem) ut amnino 


non ſoppurentur, præterquam neceſſario, eoque paucifiimo pure, 
et ſicca ſunt quam maxime, ex medicamento non moleſto,” — though 
in another place he adds, „ ulcera non purgata, non committi 
folent, etiamſi adducuntur, neque ſua ſponte cb eunt. De Ther- 
| abel, $ v. No better proof, however, need be ſought for, that 
ſuch is the general mode of treating ulcers of the legs, than the 
candid obſervation of the anonymous writer mentiotied i in the lu. 


troduction, page 30. Note, | . | * 
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If any thing is ever to be apprehended from the ſup- 
preſſion of an accuſtomed diſcharge, or the leaſt at. 
tention to be paid to the depending ſite of a wound, 
it is here we muſt expect all the evils that theory 
ſuggeſts, or experience is faid to have proved. But, 
indeed, it generally happens, that ulcers thus healed, 
form a callous cicatrice, which ſoon falls off when 
the parts are not ſound underneath, and ſo prevents 
the miſchiefs expected. Whereas, having thoroughly 
digeſted the ulcer, and brought it into a healing 
condition, leave it to nature at this particular period, 
and not only will the cure be effectual, but as hath 
been obſerved, will often be accompliſhed in as little 
time, as it is uſually done by reſt, diet, and purgatives, 

with the aſſiſtance of all the alteratives, as they are 
called, that I have ever ſeen uſed, - . 

One caution more, however, may be neceſſary; oY 
read to-a circumſtance juſt now mentioned, the 
healing up with a callous cicatrice, or ſcab; often- 
times not eafily avoidable indeed, and as ſeldom 
thoughrttof upon the lenient plan, but almoſt uni- 
formly an occaſion of ulcers breaking out again. 
This is, however, by no means, ſo likely to bappen 
upon the plan recommended, as under the lenient one, 
praQitioners being often glad to get old ulcers healed 
by-any means in their power, eſpecially e a 
which are crouded with them. | 

It were needleſs, I apprehend, to inquire into the 
cauſe of the breaking out of ulcers that are covered; 
in part with a ſcab, though it were eaſy to deviſe a 
ſpecious theory; but the fact is a ſtanding one, that 
| if 
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if ulcers are ſuffered. to heal up befor the whole of 
the ſurface has been covered, with firm granulations, 
or if after this, they have been dried up with a thick: 
ſcab, or ſuch be formed afterwards, they will be apt to 
break out into worlſe ſores than before, - Such ſcabs 
ariſe either from the ſurface of the ulcer becoming dry 
in different parts, in the form of iſlands, as they have 
been called, or from the thickening. of the edges of 
the cicatrice. The former muſt never be allowed of in 
this-claſs of ulcers ; but ſuch ſpurious covering muſt 
be deſtroyed, the bottom of the ulcer, in ſuch parts, 
being unſound; no ſore. on any other part of the body 
ever healing in that manner, when defended from the 
air. In the latter inſtance of ſcab, when the ſore i is ? 
become ſmall, the edges of the new cicatrice are 
found, from day to day, rifing above the level of the 
ſound ſkin, as the cicatrice advances on the ſurface ; 
and certainly indicates a ſucceeding ſcab. This is 
therefore to be prevented, eſpecially in ulcers of long 
ſtanding, or ſuch as have diſcharged very copiouſly, 
and in patients who have been accuſtomed*to fore 
legs. In order to prevent ſuch kind of healing, the 
new edges ſhould be well rubbed daily with an armed 
probe, or be ſcraped doun with the ſpatula as long 
as they ſhall appear thick; and ſhould this not be 
ſufficient, they ſhould even be deſtroyed by lunar 
cauſtic, and the deterfiye powers of the dreſſings be 
increaſed, This may be done by the unguentum 
citrinum, or the cerat. epulot. with precipitate, by 
which ulcers may be healed very kindly, and on the 
above account, I have obſerved this ſort of dreſſings 
; are 
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are in many caſes, preferable to a weakened digeſtive, 
in the laſt ſtage of the cure, ali 


Only large ſores will afford any difficulty; what- 


ever pain, ſwelling, or. humors, ſo called, attend 
ſmaller ulcers (of this claſs), they will occafion very 
little trouble, after a little experience of this merhod 
of treatment. The copious diſcharge, which à proper 
diet, exerciſe, and the digeſtives always produce, 
remove theſe, and many other ſymptoms, that are 
found ſo troubleſome on every other plan; and ſoon 
bringing the ſore into a healing ſtate, uſually no 
farther difficulties occur, if the bottom be found.” If 
therefore, after this period, a large ulcer is found 
indiſpoſed to heal up, (though there be no other reaſon 
for ſuſpecting miſchief at the bottom) and the uſual 


ſtimulants are found ineffectual, the ſore after the uſe 


of them, ſtill continuing at a ſtand; ſomething farther 
is neceſſary: the powers of nature being, in ſome 
habits of body, often inſufficient to cover a large ſur- 
face with new ſkin,” without other aſſiſtance, and a 
very different Wr Eats which will preſently be de- 
ſcribed.* 

Tunis brings me to the Second Claſs of . 
which in ſeveral reſpects, requires a treatment dif- 
ferent from the preceding. It was a juſt obſervation 
of Ambroſe Parey, „ neceſſe quoque eſt varia adeſſe 
medicamenta, viribus pariter et virium gradibus diſ- 
tincta;“ for ſays he, nihil mirum fit, ſi ſuo ſepe 
excidant fine, qui eodem medicamento, omnia ma- 
ligna ulcera curant, et ſanare ſe poſſe putant. 


* 
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* See Pages 140, 142. 17 Cap. 9. Lib. xii, S 
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Under bis head then, I ſhall treat that ſpecies of 
ulcer called eryfipelatous,* or herpes exedens, oc- 
eupying merely the ſurfaces of parts, which is always 
glaſſy, and in its firſt ſtage, eaſily offended by every 
unctuous application; alſo many ſmall ulcers, at- 
tended with an eryſipelatous affection of the ſkin, 
ſurniſhing & copious, and almoſt cauſtic diſeharge; 
the true phagedenic, and various large ulcers in very 
old, or poor people, and in patients of a relaxed 
fibre and habit; including every very large ulcer of 
long ſtaoding, with the like pale, and looſe ſurface, 
the conſequence of bad bealch, neglect, or intera- 
perance. Not that I mean to imply that no very 
large ulcer will y ieid to the former method, nor that 
he means there laid down, have no ſhare in the cure 
of thoſe now to be conſidered, unleſs the eryfipelatous 
be faid to afford an exception; for whatever may be 
the circumſtances of the ulcer, it is to be. digeſted 
and deterged, before we proceed to incarn. - 
- "Theſe things premiſed, the cure of every ulcer is 
-to be undertaken with the ſame intentions ; powerful 
ſuppuratives, digeſtives, and deterſive applications 
are to be uſed; and we ate to proceed to eſcharotics 
as occaſion may require. But when active remedies 
under every form are found to diſagree, aſter a ſore 
has been properly digeſted, and has put on a tole- 
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I To incarn before we ME or deterge before we digeſt, 
is building without a foundation, o or to uy ſuch foundation on the 
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rable appearance, it is to be rahked in the ſecond 
claſs, however ſmall it may be; and eſpecially that 
ulcer; the moſt obſtinate of any, deſcribed under 
various names, e and uſually known amongſt us by 
that of the putrid or Phagedenic—1 wah begin with 
the ery ſipelatous. | 

I avs adopted this term, for the want of a better, 
to deſcribe an angry, ſuperficial ulcer, which is 
ſometimes likewiſe accompanied: with an affection of 
the kin that will ſpread over the greater part of the 
leg; and chiefly attacks the aged and infirm... It 
always ferniſhes abundance of thin, and, very acrid 
diſcharge, eſpecially if the ſurrounding ſkin is af- 
fected, rendering the limb intolerably painful; and 
when the dreſſings are removed, frequently emits a 
ſteam like boiling water. I have known poultices 
and fomentations uſed a long time to no purpoſe; 
the ulcer. either not healing at all, or breaking out 
in freſn places almoſt immediately, and the pain ſtill 
increaſing. Purges likewiſe are here of no uſe; as 
to tnefdicines, opium and bark ſeem of the greateſt 
avail - the pain muſt be mitigated, and the habit be 
ſtrengthened. The dreſſings ſhould likewiſe be cal- 
culated to prevent fluxion to the part, or but little 
advantage will be gained ; and in this ſpecies, I have $7 
never ſeen any harm from ſuppreſſing the diſcharge, 
though the remedies Wenn inen, the 0p; at their 
ficſt application. 4 


2 
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* "Exxog gj, or Neu of the Greeks. —Ulcus depaſcene, 
rodens, or ſerpens; ulcus ambulatiyanm ; . uleus putridum, et 
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+ - Having, in bad caſes, made uſe of a mild ſuppu- 
rative poultice for a ſhort time, to cleanſe the ſkin, 
and empty the little inflamed and obſtructed glands, 
'by promoting their ſuppuration ; I always apply ſome 
digeſtive to the deeper parts, for two or three days. 
After which, they may be dreſſed with an ointment made 
with as much true armenian bole as Goulard's cerate will 
take up, or a cerate to which ſome fine crocus martis 
is added, inſtead of the pulv. lap. calamin : whilſt 
the whole limb, when the ſkin is affected, ſhould be 
well duſted with the fine powder of bark, or covered 
with the unguent. deſiccat. rubrum, and after a 
while, with a compreſs wetted in the drying ſolution, 
made with ſacch. ſaturni and vitr. album, formerly 
mentioned, * to avoid loading the ſkin with the oint- 
ment. With ſuch applications, it will ſometimes be 
uſeful to give the cicura, and aq. calcis minus compoſ. 
or the Liſbon diet-drink, where the pain has been ſo 
far abated as to admit of laying afide the opium, and 

there is no peculiar indication for the bark, But if 
the above externals ſhould fail, recourſe muſt be had 
to the aſtringent ſolution, or ointment, I ſhall pre- 
ſently make known, which will certainly be ef- 
fectual; and may, I hope, in many caſes, prove a 
valuable addition to chirurgical pharmacy. This 
is of itſelf, the remedy for thoſe ſmall ulcers attended 
with ſuch an affection of the ſkin, as will cauſe a 
ſteam to riſe from it like boiling water, which, after 
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applying a poultice a few days, I am not afraid of 

ſuppreſſing by theſe means ; and indeed have 1 
medicines incapable of doing it. | 

12 Where almoſt the whole leg has been affected, i 

ſcurf, or ſcab, will remain for a conſiderable time, 

which muſt not be haſtily rubbed off. But the parts 


may, now and then, be touched with a little unguent. 


czrul. mit. and at other times be waſhed with the 
drying ſolution till the ſcales fall off of themſelves, or 
are very eaſily ſeparated; at which time the ſkin will 
be ſound, and perfectly ſmooth underneath. In all 
ſuch caſes, a piece of oiPd-filk ſhould, now and then, 
be applied under the roller? about the time the 
ſcabs begin to looſen, though ſome of the ſores ſhould 
not yet be healed up; which will haſten the ſeparation 
of the ſcales, and take off the ſtiffneſs of the limb. 
This ſhould likewiſe be worn for a ſhort time after 
the cure is compleated, which it will contribute 
greatly to the continuance of, but muſt occaſionally 
be laid afide, if it induces too great moiſture on 
the ſkin ; and the flannel roller be continued. 

There is a ſimilar, but leſs violent affection of the 
ſkin, attending not only this, but ſome ulcers of the 
former claſs, which may be treated in a manner that 
may appear ſtrange on the firſt mention of it, but is 
perfectly ſafe. This is lightly duſting the fretted 
parts with precipitate very finely levigated, which ſo 
far from increaſing the diſcharge, or aggravating this 
ſpurious inflammation, uſually checks them very ſoon; 
Which it is evident ſuch a remedy cannot do impro- 


Per. I was myſelf ſurprized. at the firſt good ef> 
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ſects Lexperienced from it, after the aſore · mentioned 
drying applications had proved leſs friendly to tbe 
parts than uſnal. This appearance of the Kin in 
common ſotes, happens generally in the caſe of 
ſmall angry ulcers, where upon the healing up. of | 
one or more, others conſtantly break out; which 
nothing. I have ever tried, ſo often prevents as the 
treatment here recommended. But ſhould any of 
the excoriated parts get deeper under this treatment, 
and little ulcer. be made, it will always prove lets 
all-conditioned. than thoſe which had been ſpon- 
tancouſly formed, and will be ſooner healed chan 
theſe angry excoriatiogs would be, by any ſedative, 
or drying applications. The diſeaſe ſeems to be 1 in 
the ſebaceous glands, the nature of which, ſhould 
ſeem from the remedy, is an atonic, rather than 
phlegmonous diſpoſition of the parts. A Aar 
Fx theſe I; paſs on to the phagedenic alan; 
in tresting on which, perhaps every thing will be 
faid, that can be neceſſary for any other large and 
troubleſome fore, claſſed under this general diviſion. 
This ulcer is always attended with an obſtinate 
callus on the edges, and on ſome parts of its ſurface; 
is often ftreaked with red lines, and is foul, glaſſy, 
and ſmooth, or reſembles a newly made wound, 
where a portion. of fleſh has been rudely torn away 
by the bite of an animal, It is very cafily offended, 
and often ſpreads and eats like a canker, on the ap- 
plicuion of common cicharotics;® (which, indeed, 
1: 1.3 
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it will ſometimes: do under any treatment) the acrid 
matter either diſſecting its way between the muſcle, 
by deftroying the cellular membrane, or elſe: eating 
through the ſkin. Its edges always put on an irre- 
gular, and unkindly appearance, are often ſwelled, 
and ſtreaked with blood · veſſels like the bottom of the 
ſore, and are diſpoſed; from their laxity, ta bleed 
upon the ſlighteſt touch. This ulcer generally takes 
place in the very pooreſt people, whoſe bicad 'is 
broken down by hard labor, or intemperance ; is 
very difficult to cure, and when very large often baiſles 
every attempt of the beſt hoſpital ſurgeaps; ' 
There are, however, more ways than one of ſub- 
duing many of theſe obſtinate ſores, and to this, the 
free exhibition of the bark wilt greatly contribute. 
The efficacy of this medicine may frequently be great» 
ly increaſed by being joined with aromatics, or in wo» 
men whoſe menſes are obſtructed, with ehalybeates t 
which eſpecially in that form preſcribed by the late 
Dr. Griffiths, is, perhaps, the beſt remedy in chlo- 

rotic, and other cachochymic habits, ever adminiſ. 
tored, . 

Where the - patient's fituation will oy 
admit of reſt, (though indeed the remedies may ba 
— r it, .) a e Weed for a 

3 few 
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% nam diuturnior, et gopiofior ſiepantium, gt detergentium uſus, 
1 glcera cxcavant.indies; quare (ſays he) prudens videbit medicys, 
% quando A valentioribus deveriacibug, et corrodentibus ad mie 
4 tiora fit digrediendum.” Cap, g. Lith, i.. | 
ue different intention with which a common bread and milk 
; poultices 
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few days, and the ſuppurative cataplaſm,® ſupported 
lightly by a' flannel roller, about a week longer, 


never fail to leſſen the moſt ' troubleſome ſymptoms, + 


and ſo far to ſubdue them, as to render this ulcer 
more tractable under ordinary means. That kind of 


dreſſing, beſides every other advantage, has that of 


abſorbing, and therefore, ſheathing the corroſive, 
and cauſtic diſcharge, inereaſed by moſt other dreſ- 
figs, to the great aggravation. of the ſore, - --// 
Wben the callous edges become ſoft, their inequa- 
ligadage: removed, ard a fine ſkin-begins to cover 
them, the poultice may be. diſcontinued, and the 


ulcer be dreſſed with ſome mild ſuppurative ointment, 


with the occaſional addition of a little ſaturnine cerate, 
which is peculiarly friendly to this irritable; ſore, or 
ſometimes, the cerate made with crocus martis; but 
more frequently, the beſt application, in this ſtate, 
is Gonlards cerate 10 baſe n now ee * 1 
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poultice, and that now recommended, ; is made uſe of, is cd. 
that although the former is ſeldam of much ſervice, unleſs it be 
preſerved warm, by the patient being confined to his bed; the 
latter, from its potential warmth; will anſwer tolerably well when 
lightly ſupported by a flannel roller, though the patient be ſuffered 
to walk; which he may do, not only about the houſe, but to 
the ſurgeon's to be dreſſed, or examined, as I have repeatedly 
proved, 
 *Se page 108. 

I Beſides experience; ſuch bintments have the Canon of all 
the old writers from the time of GALEN, who conſtantly adviſe 
ſome preparation of lead with the abſorbent wx 9d or hogs * 


Ge 22 chis malignant dnd eatin” - ulcer.” VT 
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theſe meaps the ulcer. will become manageable, 
and will ſoon, bear more effectual remedies. This 
period may. be known, both by the appearance of 
the ſore, . and. by, now and then, mixing a little 
red. precipitate with the digeſtive, or by dreſſing with 
the unguentum citrinum. If the ulcer will bear 
theſe, a very, few days will produce a wonderful 
change, healthy granulations will ſhoot, the remain- 
ing calloſities will diſappear, (which may be haſtened 
by repeated ſcarifications) the hollow parts will fill 
up, and, probably, no farther difficulties will ariſe. 
And here, I muſt return to the caution, feftina lente, 
which can ſcarcely be too often repeated with regard 
to. ulcers on the lower extremities. But whenever 
gentle eſcharotics, and powerful digeſtives are found 
to. diſagree, recourſe muſt be had to lenients, either 
ſuch as are above-mentioned, or at times more ſup- 
purative ones, according to the particular appearance 
of the ſore ; now and then interpoſing a dreſſing with 
a little precipitate, or ſprinkling the fore with lapis 
calamin. and myrrhe, whenever the cure ſeems to be 
at a ſtand. 
| By theſe means 1 haye ſucceeded in very trouble- 
Tome ulcers of this ſpecies, though perfectly intrac- 
table at firſt with every common digeſtive, and ab- 
horrent from ordinary deterſives; ; and 1 believe they 
will generally ſucceed very well if the ulcer is ſmall : 
but if it be very large, it will not always be healed 
by them, without reſt, the bad conſequences of which 
have been olten adverted to. Mr. Fete, indeed, in 
0 regard to theſe. caſes, has ſpoken very poſitively of 

_— the 
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the effects of his ſugpurative poultice, but it will 
certainly prove inſufficient when there are large fungi, 
or of very long ſtanding. The diſeaſe often runs 
too deep, with too hard a callus, to allow the parts 
to get unloaded, and however ſuppurative the poul- 

tice, it is not active enough to anſwer the end. The 
hardened | parts, however, muſt be removed; and it 
may be proper in this place, to hint at a method of 
treating them that is often preferable, becauſe much 
leſs ſevere, than the cautery, or total exciſion with 
the knife. It is true, a fungus but rarely occurs, fo 
as to prove troubleſome, under the plan I have men- 
tioned, and which both the bandage and exerciſe 
have. an uniform tendency to prevent; yet it ſome- 
times happens that.a large and hard fungus is formed 
ready to-our hand, and is generally the confequence 
of a bad bottom to the fore, If this ariſes from a 
narrow neck, it may often be removed by preſſing 
ſome fine lint pretty firmly round its baſe; or if this 
fail, a tight ligature may be eaſily paſſed round it. 
But if the baſis be large, and it ſhould not ſrem diſ- 
poſed to yield to digeſtives and bandage (which the 
ſofter fungus generally will, as the bottom of the 
fore is leſs frequently unſound,) it will be ſufficient, 

in-moſt caſes, to make one deep incifion' t6'its bot- 
tom, after which its fides will frequently waſte away 
by digeſtives and bandage : but ſhould this prove 
-1nſufficient, eſcharotics ſhould be ſprinkled” between 
the lips, and be occaſionally repeated, till the fungus 
| ſhall ſubſide. This effected, proper digeſtives ſhould 
be continued, by which the difcharge will be kept 

| | up, 
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up," aud every thing Mr. Freke expected from his 
ſuppurative, poulme will be happily accompliſhed, 

without the baneful effects of reſt, of the limb; and 
without it, he never looked for o 

The large phagedenic ulcer is the only one thax 
will create. any great difficulty to the experienced 
ſurgeon ; ſmall ones, of whatever. duration, and 
whatever may be the age and conſtitution of the pa- 
tient, as ſar as I have ſeen, are healed by the aboye 
means, with eaſe, expedition and ſafety, after having 
withſtood a variety of others under a tedious con- 
ſinement. And many common large ulcers, though 
deep, with diſeaſe. of the ſkin to a confiderable ex- 
tent, it has been ſaid, are cured in a very reaſonable 
time, and require nothing but patience; I mean 
require the caution ſo frequently given, not to be 
anxious to heal them entirely, till the ſurface becomes 
perfectly good, and they are diſpoſed to it with any 
common dreſſing. But the very large phagedenic 
ulcer, which is eafily put out of humour, and dif- 
poſed to ſpread on every little occaſion, is that which 
will prove the ſkill, and ſometims try the patience of 
the ſurgeon. 

However, from what I have known, I can e 
to recommend a method to others; though it is con- 
feſſed, want of opportunities has limited my expe- 
rience in the worſt ſores of this kind,“ whith falling 
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In one of the Medical — anno 1586, we have a par- 
ticular account, by Leonard Gillſpie, of the wonderful efficacy of 
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to the ſhare only of the pooreſt people, are ſeldom ſeem 
but in large boſpitals, which I havè therefore oœcaſton- 
ally viſited, purpoſely to make obſervations upon ulcers 
on the legs, by comparing ſome of the worlt caſes 
with thoſe 1 have been concerned for. The poverty, 
and evil cuſtom of theſe patients, indeed, greatly 
aggravate the complaint, and though the plan re- 
commended be ever ſo well adapted to the diſeaſe, 
want of compliance on their part may render it abor- 
tive; and it is poſſible, there may be ſome Caſes will 
yield to no treatment whatever. 

If very active applications are uſed, in FA form 
of an ointment, theſe are often moſt advantageouſly 
applied to the large, and irritable' ſore, upon a thin 
piece of ſponge; by which” means very deterſive 
ointments will agree very well for the ſhott time they 
ale neceffary, when they would | otherwiſe eat the 
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lemon · juice, as 9 for the eee or pet; 5 vergl. 
ſeamen; and the public has been favoured with a like account by 
Dr. Blaue, in his treatiſe on their diſeaſes, How far this appli- 
cation may be ſerviceable in what is termed, at land, the putrid, or 
phagedenic ulcer, I have had no ſufficient opportunity of experi- 
eneing fince I have been acquainted with thoſe publications. How- 
.ever, from the good which I conceive has been effeted from a 
mixture of lemon: juice and treacle, it appears probable, that 
lemon. juice alone might be very uſeful in ſuch ſpreading ulcers, 
 - particularly from its tonic qualities; a circumſtance of great im- 
*portance, as will preſently be noticed. At any rate, however, 
deſirous as I am of throving every poſſible light on the treatment 
of ulcers on the lower extremities, I thought it proper to com- 
municate this practice to ſuch readers as may not have ſeen the 
uſeful publications that firſt recommended it. | 
goo ulcer. 
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ulcer into m___ give it a raw, dry, and indi- 
geſted appearance. I received this hint, from what 
Frele ſays on his poultice, that it abſorbs the acrid 
diſcharge, whilſt it conveys to the ſutface of the wicer 
a ſuitable; application. This led me to reconſidet 
the very frequent uſe the ancients made of ſponge, 
which is one of the many valuable remedies; of anti- 
quity, that the moderns have indiſcriminately diſ- 
carded; though it is in many caſes, one of the fitteſt 
means of conveying appoſite dreſſings to a ſore, that 
was ever deviſed. It is liable to no poſſible objection 
that I know of, in point of utility, if not made uſe 
of too long, and which e 7 v4 will Know * 
to avoic. 

There is, ts a very bad e olvar; 1 
and always a large one, that diſlikes almoſt every 
thing in an unctuous form, at leaſt will not be healed 
by ſuch applications, till brought into a different 


ſtate; that is, till its ſurface is braced. There is 


here, I apprehend, no virulent humor, as is uſually 
ſuſpected, no virus that wants to be diſcharged at the 
ſore, nor an irritans aliquid which nature cannot other - 
wiſe get rid of. Facts demonſtrate the contrary, for 
not only do patients enjoy very good health, after 
getting rid of the ulcer and their limb together, by 
undergoing a painful operation ; but the cute of 
ſome of the worſt of them, proves ſuch ideas to be 
rather apologies for the want of ſucceſs, than founded 
in the reaſon of things. Sores have been, and are 
healed by empirics, under all cireumſtances, and nd 
fork dreadfu] evils have enſued; but we have not 
14 known 
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kuown their art, and have contented outſelves with 
fuppoſing it to be unſaſe, and diſputing the propriety 
of a cure we have not on * to a 
labor, hoc opus eft ! 90 lb 

This I would ſtir up my Vterhreri$oatempt; and am 
perſuaded they may ſucceed oftener than it is imagin= 
ed; and perhaps the moſt rational means is to remove 
the local affection, a relaxed, and therefore irritable 
fate of the parts. That this bas been frequently the 
great obſtaele to their cure, it were eaſy to prove by a 
variety of obſervations taken from healing ſores, and 
from: ſuch as having promiſed well for a while, and 
then looking pale for a few. days, have run. into a 
gangrene; or at leaſt have continued at a ſtand . but 
J ani ſatisfled, evety experienced ſurgeon is before 
hand with me, and is inclined, at leaſt, to ſuppoſe it 

Paſha that the hint may be juſt. | 

It is not defigned, however, to dry up ulcers on the 
legs, as one would a ſcratch on the finger; the veſſels 
of the part are firft to be freed, and the ulcer pro- 
perly digeſted, and deterged ; eſcharotics are to be 
applied if found neceſſary, and the fore to be treat- 
ed as directed in the former part of this work, fo 
long as nature is diſpoſed to be active; but the 
moment the flags, ot cannot be rouzed'to a ſalutary 
exertion, by ſtimulating applications and exerciſe, 
(or whenevet ſuch applications offend,) the inference 
is as obvious, as an attention tö it never fails to be 
uſeful. The. fore is to be braced, and the parts diſ- 
poſed to contract ; the certain conſequence of which 


will be a _ and healthy appearance of the ulcer; 
a pretty 
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2 pretty ſure fign we have not miſtaken the 0 an 


«that the means we are ufing cannot be wrong. 
But if this be attempted too ſoon, the plan is io 


feQly itrational, and the cure will not be-accompliſh« 


ed, or cannot be expected to continue. For: this 
reaſon I have ohjected to the early uſe of thoſe drying 
applications, which ſome empiries have entirely de- 
pended on; as well as againſt dreſſing ulcers with aq. 


with lead; which: I may venture ta fay, would, at 
leaſt, be uſed with more ſafety. and ſucceſs at z later 


period; when ſores are well cleanſed, and nature flags 
under fruitleſs efforts to cover a large ſurface ſne cans 


not firſt ſufficiently contract. And here, I cannot but 


remark, that there are but very few parts of the 


body, on which we meet with ſores ſo large as thoſe 


on the legs, where the whole ſutface is to be covered 


with entire new ſkin. Surgeons are always cateful to 
preſerve a great deal of ſkin when they take off any of 


the larger limbs, or a tumor of any conſiderable fize ; 
by this means, although the ulcer, a few days after 


the operation, may have been very extenfive, the 
_ eicatrice at laſt is often not larger than half'a'crown« 
piece, or even a ſhilling : and it is on this account, 
that large ſurfaces are ſometimes ſo readily healed: 
But there is frequently great difficulty in thoroughly 
clofing a fore occafioned by a burn, on any part of 


the body, when the true ſkin and adipoſe membrane 
have been deſtroyed to a conſiderable extent. Such 


| caſes, | 
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caſes, in this reſpect, approach the neareſt to the 
ulcers in queſtion, of which the old ſkin can be 


brought over only a ſmall part of the ſurface, andthe 
reſt is covered entirely by new. In all ſuch caſes, 


the aſtringent lotion already hinted at will wWon⸗ 
derfully aſſiſt the cure, by enabling nature to con- 
tract the ane _ lefſen bd eee 


ce 2 | Rn 


But en nene ie Ape 
are uſed to the legs, they ſnould not be continued 


throughout the cure, nor longer than is abſolutely 


neceſſary; but being gradually weakened, the laſt 


ſtage ſhould be effected, if poſſible, by ordinary 


means, and with the cautions laid (Gowns? in the * 


| going Pages. 


The ſolution may freqently al * ule of many 


_ to'waſh the ſurface of the ſore, or ſometimes may be 


applied on a piece of double linen, (for lint ſticks 
t60-cloſe to the ſurface) its edges, (in very bad-caſes) 
being firſt ſpread with any mild cerate, to prevent them 
from adhering too tightly to the ſkin; and thereby 
confining the diſcharge; and ſhould therefore be 
ſomewhat larger than the ulcer. There are, how- 


ever, ſome very large forces that require a more ef- 


fetual method, and the ſolution is more advan- 
tageoully applied, for a ſhort time, on a thin piece 
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are apt to ſay, that the conſtitution long accuſtomed to the diſ- 
charge, is thereby indiſpoſed to ſuffer the ulcer to eloſe. But it 


is very probable, it may often be better accounted for, on the 
principle juſt now mentioned. 


of 


ULCERS: or tf LEGS © 139 
of ſponge; but as the ſore contracts, and becoties 


dryer, the granulations are apt to ſhoot into it, and 


the furface will bleed on taking it off. A ſlice of 
new bread may then be ſubſſituted, a little time 
longer, in its ſtead, which will equally abſotb the 
acrid diſcharge ; but this will be neceſſary only when 
the ſore is yet vety large, and has / been much diſ- 
poſed to ſpread, or very unwilling to heal! And 
ſhould we, now and then, meet with a caſe, where · 
in the application of che ſolution upon bread, may 
ſeem neceſſary for many days together, as this may 
be thought an uncommon, and àwkward manner of 
applying a dreſſing, the vitriol, which forms the haſis 
of the ſolution, may be mixed up with a proper quan- 
tity of oil, and made into a mild cerate, or ointment; 
with ingredients more or leſs ſuppurative, or other- 
wiſe,” according to the particular circumſtances of 
the caſe. But above all theſe, bathing the limb for 
a quarter of an hour before each dreſſing, in a tepid 
ſolution of the calcined vitriol * ſhould be made trial 
of; an expedient I was not acquainted with when 
the former edition appeared. But if none of theſe 
difficulties appear upon leaving off the dreſſing with 
ſponge, a piece of linen wetted in the ſolurion, may 
be laid on the ſore; or even waſhing it with the ſo- 
lution may now be ſufficient, and a mild digeſtive, 
or in very obſtinate caſes,” the: cerate with erocus 
martis, or Goulard's pomatum and bole, be applied 


* 
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to its futface, , To this, à little precipitate, or hots 
wre ſublimate, may ſometimes: be added to ad- 


Tontagk, if an ulcer has hitherto been in a very irri- 


table fiate; and it is — mw not benen 
perfectly digeſte uu. 
Some af theſe phagedenic loch with a; Þ tun | 


ſurſace, and of very long ſtandiog, are of a- naſty 


greeniſh hue, exceedingly foul and indigeſted, and 
fo'pdinful that they cannot endure the tediqus proceſs 
of ordinary deterfives, but as hath been obſerved, 
ate excerdingly aggravated. by them: they will ſome- 
times, indeed. be beneſited by the application of the 
therlaca venet. but are very apt to prove foul again, 
They may be cleanſed, however, in one or two dreſ- 
ſings, by ſome ſuch lotion as the aqua phagedænica, 


for the lotion that paſſes under that name, is too ſtrong 


to be ſafely applied with. freedom to very large ſur- 
faces. 4 Or, if ointments containing mercury ate 
thought proper, the unguent. citrinum is one of the 
moſt powerful, or an ounce of ung. baſil. flav. with 
a ſeruple of the mercur. corroſ. ſublim. will form an 
excellent deterſive. But it ſometimes proves a very 
painful application, and ought never to extend beyond 
the ſore, as it may bliſter the part all around, and 


bring on an eryſipelatous inflammation. 


The lotion I juſt now hinted at, is, indeed, a 
nerally preferable; this I have called a deterſive 
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It is likewiſe a very inartificial preparation, formed upon er- 


roneous principles, by which the intention is very much fruſ- 


lotion, | 
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lotion, todiſtinguiſh it from chat Iformerly mentioned, 
and conſiſts of a mild ſolution of fal. martis, with a very 


ſmall portion of mere. corroſ. foblimatus ; a thick 
piece of crumb of new bread well ſoaked in this 


ſolution, and bound on the fore at going to bed, will 
often cleanſe it in one night, and produce a diſcharge 
of as laudable pus as the ſurgeon can with for; nor 
will frequent repetitions be neeeflary. It will then be 
fufficient in general, to waſh the ulcer with it before 
the ordinary dreſſings are applied. But ſhould the 
ulcer ſpread again after a while, though it has been 
perfectly digeſted, and looked as well for a time, as 
a common fore on the arm, recourſe muſt be had to 
the firſt mentioned lotion. The looſe flabby ſurface 
muſt be braced, and contracted, (and this is 'fitly 
done by aſtringents, which inyigorate and warm 
without relaxing) which every ſurgeon knows always 
produces a freſh and pleaſant appearance, lightly gra- 
nulated, but without a diſpoſition to bleed upon 


every touch of an armed probe; which by the bye, 


is ſotmetimes uſed more freely in wiping the ſyriace 
of ſores than is ſafe, and generally uy Wo 1 
is neceſſfary. 

This lotion is very ſimple, yet is 3 5 
terſive, and by means of its bracing powers, gently 
corrugates the ſurface, and by kindly urging nature 
to action, gives the ſore 'a florid and ſtrawberry ap- 
pearance, but without leaving that dryneſs upon it, 
which common aſtringents, and particularly allum, 
always induce. And it may be neceſſary here to 


obſerve, that though, een "IE = 
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drying, are in general very improper, for reaſons, that 
have been repeatedly hinted at, experience proves 


there are ſome things of the aſtringent kind, which 
are likewiſe. deterſive, that may frequently be uſed 
with advantage and ſafety. It was not, however, 
vuithout long attention to the ſubject, and numberleſs 
attempts, chat a ſafe and ſuitable preparation has been 
diſcoveted; ſuch an one, as will not only brace, but 
cleanſe the ſore, and preſerve a pleaſant appearance 5 
of its ſurface,” whilſt it diſpoſes it to heal; ſuch an 
one, as according to the ſtrength it is made of, will 
abate, or preſerve the diſcharge, will ſtimulate the 
riſing granulations, and urgenature to exert herſelf, 
or will more powerfully corrugate its extreme veſſels, 
and diſpoſing them to contract, prepare them to 
cicatrize at the edges of the ſorfte. 
Such, it is thought, is the ſolution N kine- 
en, and that it will often anſwer all the purpoſes re- 
quired in many obſtinate ulcers. It may ſafely be uſed 
to every very large one, and in perfect conſiſtence with 
the plan of not compelling them to dry up, if it be 
not uſed too early, or continued too long; and which 
the prudence, and experience of the ſurgeon will de- 
termine. This is made of the vitt. virid. ad albitu- 
dinem calcinatum, diſſolved in aq. font. and prepared 
of ſuch a ſtrength, according to the nature and extent 
of the ſore, as the practitioner ſhall think fit. But 
it ſbould be only in the hands of ſurgeons, who will 
vary its aſtringent quality and ſtrength, to the cir- 
cumſtances of the caſe, and will not attempt to dry 
up old ulcers in the mode of empirics: for if made 
of an improper ſtrength, it becomes a very different 
ap- 
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application, and will alone induce a ſkin, on the fur, | 


face of many ulcers that are yet in a very undigeſied 
tate, and unfit, to be healed but fitneſs and ſafety 
are not always the objects of that elaſs of practitioners, 
and to whom es 2 little ee is a very 
dangerous thing. 5 t 

Tos far ſome een way be ſaid, ke 
gone, but how much farther this plan may with 
ſafety and advantage be extended, it is time only can 
prove. It has been obſerved, however, that my ex- 


perience of its, advantages over every other method 


hitherto made public, has been greatly confirmed 
ſince the former edition of this work; and I have 
therefore farther ground for hoping that the treatment 
laid down in theſe pages, may be applied to ulcers 
attended with caries of the bone. At leaſt, when the 
ulcer is only of a moderate ſize, and the injury has 
not penetrated ſo deeply, or the pain and inflam- 


mation are ſo great, as to render a very long conſine- 


ment abſolutely neceſſary, the methods propoſed ſeem 
to promiſe ſucceſs; though my own experience may not 
warrant me to promiſe it where the caries is conſider- 
able. And allowing only-a certain time of conſine- 
ment at a neceſſary period, when the bone is exfo- 
liating, (which may be haſtened by light perforations 
into the ſound part) exerciſe will have a very con- 
fiderable advantage through the reſt of the cure; for 
as a degree of inflammation is the proceſs, by which 
nature throws off ſphacelated portions of bone, it being 


perfectly fimilar to that which takes place iq the ſofter 


TY of the body, 1 may 1 venture to N this pro- 


ceſs 
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ceſs may go on better, and if it ſucceed, far more 
ſafely, with moderate exerciſe than by abſolute reſt, 


rs the cure is likely to be more laſting. We know ]⸗ꝙ 


how much can be done, even in the foul air of an 


hoſpital, under the hands of experienced praQtitioners, 
in ſome very bad caſes; though -this is certainly 


the patient accidentally taking a fever.# If thefe 


Hafety; permitted to take as much exerciſe a part of 
the day, as might maintain him during his cure, 


Perhaps now and then a limb, or a life might be 
| ſaved; or, at leaſt, minen en e 2 4 s 


"oy juſtified, | 
But after all that can be ſaid, the neceſſity of am- 
Pen, in ſome cafes, cannot be diſputed ; but 1 
am daily more perſuaded, there is good reaſon to 
ſuch will not often occur, after this method 


hall have been for ſome time adopted. For patients 


will then have been informed, that ſore legs are 
cured without confinement from their families or 
labor, and that ſo cured, they will not be afterwards 
Rable to return, but from the ſame eauſes that pro- 
duced them at firſt. Theſe confiderations will, pro- 
"Py ee woſt — to ſeek AAP TOY 
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— diſydravtages — —e— | 


ſometimes prevented by the cloſeneſs of the place, or 


riſks could be wvoided by the patient being,” with | 


dpi; vdich js che cuſtow of taking-alf che dreſings em fore 


legs, ſometimes an hour or more before they are dreſſed vp agaip · 
The bad effects of this practice muſt be evident to every man, bus 
vil de e ane 1. ol leaving it off SIT, 


ſoon, 


8 


r 


# 


£ 


ſoon aid though» ſome of the poorer amangſt them 
ſhout procraſtinate longer, many of theſe may ne- 
vottheleſs get effectual help when they apply: which 
will be likely, at leaſt, to prevent the diſmal effects 
of mere temporary cure. iv: $33 240116290 212097538 


Btsipg the” few: caſes which, but for amputationg; 


are beyond che reach of artj others have been men · 
tioned, which manifeſting the exiſtence of internal 
g iſeaſe, with morbid affection of ſome of the viſcera, 
where it has always been prefumed an external drain 
muſt prove ſerviceable, it may become a, matter of 
doubt, whether their cure may be ſafely attempted, 
r of iſſues ene ſupply in 
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4 4* Mleers anreading the 12 1 01d n looked, 
upon as critical, , and therefare ſhould , pot be healed. Ar Dian 

80 Hs rs Is TER 4 bnd many other eminent writers, —Tbe opinion of 
Avicenna is ſo very emphatical, I hope I ſhall be excuſed 

Live he quotatibn. „Sed in ſeniotibus non fanantur corum 
ulcera—er- "quandoque. ſanantur, deinde reſeinduntur, 'queniant 
non generatur in Ms earo, niſi ante mundificatjonem; quando 
ergo retinetur in eis ſuperfluitas non munda, oportet inde ut 
corrumpatur continuicas proveniens ſecunda.” De Lleorib. 
Lib. v. —I have ventured, however, to cure ulcers of many years 
| fanding i in very old people, and one many years ago in, a” lady 
ypwards, of eighty. years of age, whom a very eminent ſurgeon 
had cautioned.again(t ſuffering it to be healed; all of Wh om have 
knce enjoyed good health, and the ulcers have ſhewp no diſpo - 
ſuion to, break aut again. , This practice bas alſo the, ſupport 
of Mr, Bell, who, though ſo great an advocate for iſſue, conſiders 
bote legs, except in taſes of ſpecific infection, merely as lagal 1 
3 , ACTS. at's 
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tient will probably chuſe to err on the fafe ſide. 
There are certainly facts which favor cither fide of 
the argument, and therefore ſome latitude: muſt be 
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their ſtead. Here the phyſician ought to be con- 
ſulted, and, indeed, it were io be wiſhed this were 
much ottener done in ſurgical caſes, than it is; he 
would furniſh the ſurgeon; with ſome uſeful dints on 
various occafions, and whilſt they would proceed pati 
paſſu together, the patient would not have to repent 
it in the end. Zut in the preſent inſtante, ſhould 
they be of opinion that the diſcharge frotn a large 
iſſue would be inadequate * to the drama from the 
ulcer, they may perhaps be in the right, and the po- 


allowed, and the diſcretion of practitioners muſt de- 


termine in particular caſes. Wiſeman, for inſtance, 


gives us a remarkable one Bont ij. cb. 9.) of 2 young 
woman afflicted with a bad ulcer on her leg, which 
for a long time reſiſted all the means uſed by him- 
ſelf and others, on account of ſuppreſſed catamenia, 
which periodically occaſioned a foulneſs of the ulcer ; 
till at length the fore being healed by the aſfiſtance of 


. " . 
4 4 4 
_— 7 «as 3 or 4.4 PL CITY YET 1 e a WEE 
* — — 


* See Brir, On Ulcers, Part ii. & 2. on the nature and quan- 
tity of pus diſcharged from a common iſſue—add to this, the very 
moderate diſchatye many ulcers furniſh when left to themſelves, 
or dreffed as they ufually are by paupers, with a little very bad 
eerat, epulot. But reaſoning from facts, it appears full as pto- 
badle, that the advantages of natural, or artificial drains, arife 
more from -W Sora wat See 
. lere 3, 32. 


a laced- 
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» laced-ſtotking,# the woman enjoyed perſect health, ; 


ant the menſes ſoon afterwards teturned in their na- 
tural courſe. | Suſſice it to ſay, that great numbety 
have -been-cured where the bad canfequences appte- 


very few. have ever broken out again, 

Some Caution however is neceſſary, 5 ab 
in very few things, viz. Purging,” Temperance; and 
continuing the Bandage for ſome tima. 
| Tzoven purging has been ſo ſtrictiy forbidden; 
wich a view to invite the ulcer to heal; during which 
proceſs, to prevent conſtipation is ali that, ip general; 


ſhould be aimed at; yet when the cure is nearly ace 
compliſhed, ſoch a courſe is ſuggeſted with the 
greateſt propriety. A few briſk purges, at convenient 


4og 10 the age and firength of the patient. The 
ry 0 Nan P19 _ y 


| * That his at his HWY wills 4b ai; bb 
by a tight bandage, ind often by a free uſe of preclpirate, is e- 
ceedingly apparent Speaking of ulcers with great loſo of ſub- 
fance, which he dreſſed with bafiticon mixed with preeipitace, 
(which he there obſerves he uſually carried is bis ſalvatory) be 
expreſſes himſelf thus. I then rolled it up with * ban» 
«« Jage, the cure indeed conſiſling mainly in the well-rolling 
* the uſe of it, both the influx was taken off, and the member 
* ſtrengthened.” And again ch. viii. on the ulcer with«callouy 
Tips, he ſays, *©* the ſpeedy eure of this I imputed to the laced- 
6 ſtocking, it performing all the Nur pn Tg ch ny. 

6 of many ſuch like ulcers.” .. 


K2 dir 


bended bave hot enſued, e 20” Rp . - 


omas 
£ 
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. 


ras DADDTABWwTÞSS Eflypoxt 7 


roller! it>wns7 ſaid pi ſhould be continued for fore 
time ; che ſia and duration of the ulcer, with ſumllat 
circuniſtatees; whith every ſurgeon will have reſpect 
to; will determine the length of this period; > for 

if the ulcer has been very large, and of long ſtanding, 
it will be neceſſarys to continue the roller a oonſider- 


able time. It need} however) be worn only Tor a few 


weeks during the night. tv ergati: 721 T0 i, 
This is all that is requitet ; adviffng, however, 
that caution! proper for every vonxaleſcentj to attend 
too his general health, and to take a purge now and 
then, if a conſtipared” ſtate of the bowels ſhould re- 
quire it. To Theſe; indeed; was added a eaution to 
the intemperate, fince, doubtleſs, a certain manner 
of diving, may reuder this, and the cure of any other 
eomplaintþ of very uncertain duration. If men will 
run u. duvitzgulay they muſt themſel ves, and not the 
phyfician or ſurgeon, who has nal or more cured 
them, abide by the cn Ee ed 
1. 7 way of Cqngluſion, 1 Ir may why amiſs to bripg 
principal. intentions into one view, as well as 
— ec for ſo bold an attempt to ſet 
aſide the common remedies and applications for 
ulcers on the legs, and even to recommend a me- 


thod, in many reſpects di ametrically oppolite to thoſe 


th vogue; 3 as. kxerciſc inſtead. of Reſt and Coptine- 


ment; 3 inſtead of a firi — 


p 2 1 . bytgmi I rig: NyI 7:53 T4, CIR is 
- $7 (7's 2 77% * — Destut 50 n galten aof | 
dee Dr. Enid ive on n the der u patients, in Mn bo 
geen. p It R : 
178 egi- 


* 


 WECERT pam EOS. 4 


Regina p ang frong. Digeſtive. Oiatg gots, cpther 
than mild Poulticeg, NE SETS kr 2 700g 
255 the ſucceſs of AE; in ſuch e 1 5 
9 5 hy Lid 5; e e fo Rey” "thould 
12 aibe advantag es will not be i 
Gag oe fo men of : 7 55 of buſi bels, but 
ſpecially t 'to o the ſufferin poor; who 8 croud the p pub 
ſic hof af much mor on OH accoynt of thele di 5 
than 5h "others" TW hey can, be ured Without being 
oblig ed tb. leave cen Kal 8, "164" that Tabor by 
Wiles vt families age fbpported, fe is thought 66 
grand obſtacle to their applying fot relief 105 'prope 
time will be removed: and the ſutgeom will doubk- 
lefs be glad, on many accbunts, to he ſaved the Very 
diſagteeable neceſſity of receiving ſuch objects inte 
the hoſpital, moſt of whom may with more ſafety and 
propriety; be cured out of the houſe. Bat important 
and deſirable as is ſich deſign, the author is awite 
of the obſtacles there ay be to the exterifive uſeful 
neſsthe has had! if view, In fendeting ſuch a plan 
general amongſt thd very pooreſt and heedleſs part of 
mankind, who are ſeldom faithful to ' themſelves: 
Satisfied however; of may advantages it will have 
amongſt thoſe of ſoperior tank and Wherever patients 
can be depended on; he is confidetit! foe good will 
be effected vpon this plan; that has never been accom- 
pliſhed by any other. He only requeſts his brethten 
will eondeſoend to make uſo of the preceding hints, 
and allow a little time to prove the utility of the 


—— he doubts not 2 Kilpfiud W 


5 K 3 


22 7 * * - — a 1 5 * 
1 * 5 he. 1 Cites * 1 ys 
7 3 - 2 * W p 
„ o — el + * 2 , 
\ . © RO OI PF — Y y-v 
„ - * F 
. 9 ju 
* 4 
P " — 
* 
— 4 , Pi \ 
4 3 
- 
: 


have paid particular attention to them; and ſhould 


"A PREAPISE veok 


to nb them to perſevere, val farther m. 
e win be made by hem, | 

"He b as, however, diſcharged hi js part ; ; he Yas de- 
Yivered his ſentiments as the, reſult of long : attention 
to the ſubject, and muſt he's his readers ro. paſs 
what ſentence they pleaſe. In the mean time, it 
is his ſatisfaction to have aimed at things, which it 
can be no crime to bave attempted though bis deſign 
thould not perfectly ſucceed ; whilſt — have con- 
cealed what was judged likely to be of ſuch public 
utility, would have been criminal i in the eye * N 
benevolent. wind, "4 

Jt may. be. proper to add, N not been his 
8 other ſurgeons are without 
their ſucceſs in theſe caſes, ſome of whom he knows 


any know already as much as he has to fay, and be 
able to beal old ulcers without confinement, or pro- 
bability of heir return, it is pity the public has. ot 
been made acquainted. with it, It would have ſaved 
tho compiler of theſe ſheets fome trouhle; who had 
no ſuch defire.of appearing in public, as needleſaly 
to have expoſed himſelf to the hazard of cenſure, ſor 


opinions he has ſuppoſed novel among regular prac- 


titioners, To ſuch he now ſubmits the foregoing 
pages, perſuaded they contain ſome improvements. 


But ſhould they, after, a longer trial, be found in- 


adequate to the end, and any other method be painted 


aut mote rational, eaſy, and certain, it will be the 


3 | A duty 


ULCERS or mmz LEGS. ur © MM 
ö duty of every candid practitioner to adopt it. Till 4 


then, the author can only ſay, | = 
Vive : vale. Si quid novifti reflius iſlis, 1 
Candidus imperti: fi non, his utere mecum. _ 
Hon. Epiſt. VI. | i. I 4 
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HEN I began to reſlect on the great advan« 
"VY- tages that had reſulted, in many bad ulcers 
of the legs, from a bold uſe of the mercur. corroſive 
ruber, and of ſome digeſtive ointments of a warmer 
compoſition than thoſe in common uſe, as well- as 
from a generous diet and exerciſe, it was natural 
enough to extend the trial of them in other trouble- 
ſome ſores. The reſult of theſe experiments has, in- 
deed, exceeded my expectations, and I can now 
venture to recommend them to the trial of other 
practitioners, and particularly, for cold glandular 
tumors about the neck, ſuppoſed generally to be of 
the ſcrophulous kind ; which, however, frequently 


appear, and break into very / troubleſome ſores, 


without any other marks of that dreadful com- 
plaint. 


I'ws 


every part © his practice. His ideas o 
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I was farther encouraged in theſe attempts, by 


was a man of a lively and warm imagination, and 
ſometimes a little eccentric, but was, nevertheleſs, a 


ae en Pl AE AP 9 Ig for 


aſes 
(as well as of diſeaſed bones) ſerved to confirm me 
in the opinion I had, ,entertained, both of the diſeaſe 
and the remedy... 

I have now, for ſome tim A uſed the Nh 


wich gie at freedbm in fcrobbl lus! Ifitions of 


neck, and to very great advantage.— If the OY | 


are at all diſpoſed to come forward, but are not 


broken, or have only«aadmallowfice, I always baſten 


the maturation, and the diſſolution of the ſkin as far 


as it is diſeaſed, by means of epithems made of honey, 


flour, and yolk: of egg, toc which-alſoltndyji b& 77 of 
a little yeaſt. Jam very little concerned to 

extent the ſore may run, as I know! I, ſhall have 
much diſtempered gland to deſtroy underneath, and 
that if the latter be not effectually done, the ſore will 
either not heal entirely, however ſmall : it may be⸗ 
come, or will ſoon break out again, Thel ſcars, 


however, ate even ſmaller, than when the ulcers ate 


treated in the ordigary way. For: the ſxin, in his 
part, being thin, frequently looſe, and yielding, the 
tumor beneath it removed, and the ſores healing up 
much ſooner than under the, lenient method, I have 
known, them, when, cured by the above means, 


e no more than a, ſeam, and a * —_— 
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be obſehnes afterwards, without any Page ſcar un 


the part. "Or 186117 er 
e >The 80l}24ifagivenble Heodent os avithethcals attend 
ſut hu ptactice, Lapprehend, is the poſhbility:of u 
ſalivation, of which I can ſay only, that it has never 
happened to hey *thought before T relied ſo much op 
external means as I now do, I bave given mercurial 
medicines in ſmall doſes, for a couſiderable time; 
whilſt L have made uſe of precipitate daily with great 
frerdom. Moreover, as it is very common to pre- 
ſcribe ſea- water, or ſome other laxative, in theſe 
cafes, the riſk of a ſalivation, I imagine, will in 
general be very little. But ſhould even ſymptoms of 
it appear, every practitioner; as he will know the 
cauſe of we 1 unn take care not to in- 
creaſe itt. al 07 539811 3599 od 

I am now, Iser verfodded, thete will San 
be little or no occaſion, for adminiſtering mercurials 
inwardly, or any other medicine under the idea o 
an alterative, (at leaſt, I am afraid, we know of 
none peculiarly adapted to the diſeaſe) mueh leſs 
for frequent purges, which ſerve only to reduce the 
vis vitæ, which, in theſe caſes, is always too languid 
already. I find likewiſe, the ſores heal up as kindly 
without, as where mercurials, antimonials, cicuta, 
neutral ſalts, or ſea - water are made uſe, of, all of 
which I have formerly preſcribed with great- fte 
dom; and I doubt not that the plan I mean to 
recommend, eſpecially when this diſeaſe is conlner' 
fo the neck, will be very . ſucceſsful” 
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88 of every other gentleman, CHI 


fair trial to it. 
If the patient is wobealtby in other reſpedts, fuck | 
medicines ſhould be directed as appear {uitable-to his 
complaints, when the bark will, I believe, be fre. 
quently found as uſeful as any; and I have found 
tvident good effects from a ſtrong decoction of the 
woods, and crude antimony. But in a general way, 
I depend upon nothing ſo much as procuring a good 
and early maturation of the tumors, and ſuppuration 
of the diſtempered fkin and glands, by means of the 
aforementioned epithem; a very bold and continued 

uſe of the precipitate ; a nouriſhing diet, and as much 
exerciſe as the patient can well bear; eſteeming walk- 
ing the beſt of all, To this end, the patient ſhould 
be encouraged to be continually on his feet, and abroad 
in the air as often as the weather will ſafely admit 
of it; and of whatever age be be, after beginning 
this exerciſe in a way that ſhall be quite agreeable, 
to increaſe it daily, till he ſhall go to bed every night 
thoroughly fatigued. ' Of the advantage of this,* I 
have bad ſuch proofs, as leave me no room to doubt 
of the propriety of venturing to recommend it, as far 
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Nihil eſt, quad vtilifimam ſuperflui et nocentis humidi perſ- 
Pirationem tam egregie; juvet, quam motus corporiſque exercitatio, 
qua tuendæ fanitatis vix præſentius datur aun ium.— Peregrinatio 


ad omnium ſalubritatem Periinet, quia non modo cum continuo 


motu, ſed frequentioti etiam aeris infalubris in ſalubriorem muta- 
none conjuncta eſt, quæ tuendæ ſanitati et corpori a pluribus morbis 
præſerrando egregiè velificatur. 

Horunax. De Motu oftimo Sanitatis Preſidio. Cap. is. et ſeg. 
| a8 
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as ſuch experience may be fuppaſed capable of doing 
"on And of this I recollect two remarkat+- inſtances; 
the one in a lad who came to, Londen, exceedingly 


ſcrophylous, and was hired to £9 behind the carriage 


of a gentleman, v who was in it many hours every 
day. The other was the.ſon of an exciſeman, who 
having very long walks, took the child, who was 
about fix years old, conſtantly with him. Neither 
aof theſe patients took any other, medicine than a dram 
* two of Epſom ſalts, four or five times 2 week ; 
yet both got perfectly well, | 
To obtain the advantages that have bean binted 
fac the uſe of the precipitate, ſcrophulous wlcers 


ſhould be filled with it, and if a ſlough is formed by. 


it, (which will not always be the caſe) the ſuppu- 
rative epithem is the beſt dreſſing till the flaugh is 
thrown off; when the precipitate ſhould be imme- 
diately repeated. The firſt, and a very early advan- 
tage, from ſuch a uſe of it, will be a change in the 
diſcharge, both in quantity and quality, which from 
having been too little, or from an abundance of cor- 
roding ſanies, will be changed to a moderate diſcharge 
of good and laudable pus; and the fore, except 
when a ſlough is produced by the application, will 
always look clean. In a little time there will 
alſo be a favourable change in the parts contiguous 
to the ulcer, the ſwelling will ſubfide, and from 2 
ted and heated appearance, the ſurrounding ſkin 


will acquire its natural color, and the patient himſelf, 
or his friends, will be able to Judge of the favorable 


turn in his caſe. 


I have adviſed a daily uſe of the precipitate, which, | 
indeed, 
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g 4 8 
0680 ao intetid Loft lite erally; for when? { bod 
deaf of the glagd Nas been deftröped, the ſore and 
| furrounding fein will be found to contract undet tlie 5 
dle of it, as jf ati aſtringent appifcation were mide uſe 
of; and the parts will actually heal up to the breadth 
ar 4 2 10 Whilſt this active mineral, which has 
already deſtroyed 2 cluſter of tendered glands, i 
RAP bonded 0 ine lin0n bid! mos fP2 unde 
1 'F have elfewhere taken notice, æ that Ray | 
deen found Very fervictable' in theſe fores, and that 
becomes fo by communicating powers! to the parts: 
But it will be farther neceffiry to remark, that it — 
only forwards maturation in ſuch tumors as are pre- 
viouſly diſpoſed to ſuppurate, but does it in the 
moſt advantageous manner, as well as expedites' their 
healing, and often without fo much as 4 ſcar. For 
tumors brought by this means to ſuppuration, fre- 
queptly break only into very ſmall apertures, from 
which, however, the matter runs very freely by the 
daily uſe of electricity; and when they are diſpoſed to 
deal, the Ein on the ſurface becomes attached again 
to the parts below, and only perhaps half a dozen 
very final! e in che form — pin belt 
ieee 51s 2 a 
Since the former anon, 1 — had ſome farthet 
experience of the virtues of camphor in cold tumors; 


and I can now recommend it, in conſequenee of fadi 
de 2 ca wore of 18 — ſoch as have 
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long been in a quieſcent ſtate, and not diſpoſed to 
ſuppuration. Such tumors have. ſometimes proved 
exceedingly troubleſome, on this account, remaining 


indolent after others have ſuppurated plentifully. 
In this ſtate, oil well ſaturated with .camphor,* has 
become a very uſeful and ſafe application, and by 
reſolving the ſmaller indolent tumors, ſerves to com- 
pleat a cure, that would otherwiſe have remained 
imperfect, after all thoſe had been healed, which the 
epithem had brought to ſuppuration. Electricity 
likewiſe, though it forwards. ſome tumors, will 
aſſiſt the reſolution of ſuch as are not Men to 
ſuppurate. ed Pe, of As blue af 

I xxow it is an | opinion wich ſorne people, that 
ſcrophulous ſwellings ought not to be invited to.ſup» 
puration ; though not from an idea that they will 
heal leſs kindly in conſequence. of eatly maturation, 
but ſolely from the difficulty of healing them .when- 
ever ſuppuration takes place, and the abſceſs is burſt, 
But fince ſcrophulous tumors, and particularly thoſe 
of the neck, almoſt conſtantly end in ſuppuration, at 
one time or other, though not at all invited to it by 
art; and ſince experience has proved the very con- 
ſiderable advantage of dey them to an n and 
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, \ This i is likewiſe the beſt remedy, I believe, for the deli 
bronchocete, which'it diſperſes ſometimes in the ſpace of a few 
 . weeks, if very well rubbed into the part at leaſt three times a 

day, and a piece of flannel well greazed with it, be kept oonſtantiyx 
to the throat. The patient at the ſaſbe time ought to take a am 
* ius of the Sal Ropil. every * 

L copious 
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topious maturation, which both prevents ſo much of 


the glands being affected, and occifions'a more per- 


fect diſſolution of that which is already diſtempered, 


I can confidently adviſe the early uſe of the ſuppu- 


rative epithem, x in preferenee to every other remedy, - 


unleſs it be convenient to make trial of ſea- bathing. 
It will de a means of preventing many of the fad 
effects of leaving theſe tumors for months, and even 
years to themſelves, (as 1 have ſeen them) in habirs 
of body fo il}-calculated to get rid of diſeaſe; and 
wherein medicine 1s wen rr une 
fo little affiſtance. 

But ſhould a ſcrophulous tumor in this part be 
unvſually large; it may be treated in a ſomewhat dif- 


ferent! manner ; it mould, however, be ſpeedily 


brought to ſuppuration, by the epithem already men- 


goned; or ſhould this be done to our hand, as it win 


ronſeqvently contain i good deal of pus, the glands 
will thereby be already conſiderably diſſolved. On 
this account, there will not only be leſs occaſion for 
Io bold a ule of the precipitare, but the extent of the 
tumor being confiderable, it will be of conſequence 
to preſerve a good deal of the ſkin, if there be no 
obzection to deing it. Therefore, if chat is not in a 
very bad ſtate, (which it frequently indeed is, before 
__ tumors ſuppurate plentifully) it will be found 
very convenient to open the abſceſs, by a * 


mb dtd ems. a cocLANINNEISS. nn th. n 1 1 1 1 2 6 
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* * Hence, bebe, it CY that the * Waters have ſome- 


times ' proved ſobeneficial in theſe caſes. See a note on the Matvers- 4 


Waters, in the Treatiſe ion Der, pages 101, 102, 
ina. wan a punc- 


* 


- ww wn N89 ﬀ(RRK-R9X9 


SCROPHULOUS ULCERS. tt 
x puncture with à landet, firſt at the top, and then 
at the bottom of the tumor, ſufficient to paſs a ſeton 
through it; or it may be done at once by a ſmall 


ſilk. -Befides every other advantage of this method 
of diſcharging the matter, which will alſo be gradual, 
is the excluſion of air; a point ſcarcely enough at- 
tended to in the treatment of abſceſſes. The ſeton 
being introduced, ſhould be drawn up and down 
at leaſt twice every day, and ſometimes be moiſtened 
with ſome proper deter ſive ointment ; and occaſion 
ally ſprinkled with precipitate. The conſtant irri- 
tation of the ſeton, will tend to diſſolve the remain · 
ing hardneſs of the glands, far more than any com- 
mon poultice, which frequently ſerves only to de- 
ſtroy the ſkin without affording that ſtimulus to the 
parts underneath, which this fore always requires. 
The irritation of the ſeton will alfo diſpoſe the bot- 
tom of the abſceſs to throw up healthy granulations, 
the moment the hardneſs is diffolved, and the 
fore will thereby heal up kindly, more expeditiouſly, 
and with much leſs ſcar, than could be expected 
ftom the extent of the tumor; no more than the 
marks of the punctures, and a little redneſs of the 
ſkin, as it was obſerved, remaining afterwards to be 
Teen; | | * 4 5 
Should the punctures made by the ſeton, however, 
vot be diſpoſed to heal in a reaſonable time, after 
the filk is withdrawn (which ſhould be gradual, by 
temoviog a few threads at a time,) and yet no freſh. 
hardneſs rake place, nor the diſcharge be increaſed ; 
Crt L 2 5, the 


a 


ſeton-needle, armed with a lender ſkaign-of cotton or 
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the little orifices may be eaſily dried ey by dreſſing 


them twice a day with bits of lint dipped in a mix - 
ture, conſiſting of a little new milk, and a drop 
or two of. extract. ſaturni, Which by this means 
will be thickened to the conſiſtence of a liniment, 


and becomes a very uſeful application to many other 


very troubleſome ulcers; of which. I firſt ſaw the 
good effects ſome years ago, in a very different caſe, 
under the direction of MW. NMalſon.—If the edges of 
the punctures become: callous; a few touches with 
the lunar cauſtic will ſoften BS and diſpoſe, the 
punctures to heal. f 

If I might be permitted t to offer any canes hints 
on theſe troubleſome ſores, and to judge from ſome 
favorable circumſtances joined to a little experience, 
I-ſhould hope the laſt mentioned method may afford 
ſome conſiderable aſſiſtance in ſome ſcrophulous ab- 


ſcefles about the joints of the upper extremities, if 


the patient be likewiſe ſent to the ſea ; which I have 


ſeen attended with the happieſt effects. As for thoſe 
on the lower ones, beſides every other diſadvantage 


they labour under, that of depriving the patient of 
good air and exerciſe, forbids me to expect any very 
material improvement ant ye common method of 


treatment. 


' Theſe things are all I mean to eo for theſe iu. 
conditioned tumors, which I believe, indeed, will of- 
ten require no other aſſiſtance, And I am perſuaded, _ 
more may be effected by them, and much ſooner, 


than is frequently done by the various alterative me- 
dicines, and other means rs are 3 preſeribed; 
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unleſz in ſome inſtances, it be ſea-bathing; the great 
advantages of which are extreamly uncertain, and to 
be known only by the trial of it :© every praRitionor 
having found his utmoſt expectations exceeded by it 
in ſome caſes, whilſt in others, his patients have re- 
turned from the ſea much worſe than they went there. 
At all events, the above plan may with propriety 
take place in the winter ſezſon, when ſea-bathing is 
thought by ſome practitioners to be attended with ha- 
zard, to delicate habits : or ſhould even that be de- 
termined upon, the ſores may be treated in the * 
manner at the ſame time. 

It is not unlikely, that, ſuch a uſe of the precipitate 
as I have now been recommending, may be already 
known to other gentlemen of the profeſſion, but it is 
certainly not the common practice, nor has it, I be- 
lieve, ever been made public ;* and from what I 
have known myſelf, and been informed of by others, 
of the ſucceſs of ordinary” means, I can venture to 
ſay, that the cure will often be more expeditious and 
certain, as well as leſs  unp} „if the plan ſhould 
be generally adopted cl is ſcarce neceſſary to add, 
that after the cure, or juſt before it is compleated, 
it will often be adviſeable to open an iſſue in ſome 
convenient part of the body, as well as to attend 


— 


* Since the firſt edition, I have obſerved in the Praxis Barbet- 
tiana, that the uſe of eſcharotics is recommended as adapted to 
theſe fores 3 but it is mentioned only in a general way, as being 
ſerviceable after lenient applications have been made uſe of in vain ; 


which is a maxim equally applicable to moſt other fores. 
31 care 
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carefully to che diet, and continue the exerciſe for a 


thalmia, or have other mark of ſcrophula in the habit, 
theſe will be additional inducements for making a 
trial of ſea · bathing, which he ſhould not only con- 
tinue through the ſeaſon, but return to it the fol- 
lowing ſummer, if it has been evidently beneficial. 
Should a difpoſition to ophthalmy return, or other 
weakneſs of the eye take place, other remedies will be 
requiſite, as will be noticed in the following tract. 
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AVING in the preceding obſervations had 
occaſion to mention the ſcrophulous oph- 
thalmy, I ſhall in this edition drop ſome: farther 
hints on that complaint, in a few additional pages 
on the more common diſorders of the eyes, which 
may, at leaſt, ſerve to direct the young practitioner. 
There is, I believe, no part of the human body | 
whoſe diſeaſes have been more the ſubject of em- 
pyriciſm than the eye, though no part can be more 
important to us, nor intitled ta more cautious 
treatment, 

A princi ipal occafion of theſe * . 
into ſuch hands, is, perhaps, the very great uncer- 
tainty in the operation of the beſt remedies, owing 
to the variety of conſtitutions in the ſubjects of 
them, as well as to the very different treatment theſe 
diſorders require at different periods. Hence the 

nu- 


* 
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numerous eye · waters we hear of (and ſo much extolled 


8 . X NOTtens 
I doubt not, have been very ſerviceable i in | their turns, 


9 are all equally improper, as general .xemegyes. 
s. receſſary diverſity of treatment i 15, however, 
very well known to every good practitioner, though 
the preciſe period for a N in the remedies is not 


S 


ſo readily aſcertained; © 

Tax chief difficulty in the cure of . 
_ ariſes, I apprehend, from the great irritahility of the 
organs of Aght, and their diſpoſition ts exceſſive 
relaxation; but between theſe alſo, there is a diſ- 
tinction frequently to be made, that is of the greateſt 
importance, but has not, I think, been very gene- 
rally obſerved. Theſe ſymptoms, indeed, ſome- 
times exiſt together, and are 'dependdnt on offe 
another; but what I defign' to remark is, chike 4 m 
diforders of the eyes, there is a ſpecific! difference 
between them, to which we are . 
as to an important guide in our Practice. And this 
will be very evident to the attentive practitioner, 
from the conſideration of ſedative applications fo 
frequently failing of ſucceſs, in apparently irritable. 
Naces of this organ, whilſt bracing applications will 
as-often prove exccedingly prejudrcial in cafes at- 
tended with er relaxation,® Hence it muſt happen, 
Aris e in 1 2 | "Y 15 —_ 
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1 1 ig wag Forres iy be on this account, that the 
* tincture has proved fo beneficial in a dea variety of eaſes, 


\ related by * Ware, wherein peicher the wine alone, nor opium 
2 2 54 . © diſſolved 


— SE ct 2 * LA * * — 
x 7 


5 1 


Or rA B TJ B. 29 


that either the particular affeQion. has been miſtaken, 
where only one of them has exiſted, or it has not been 
rightly aſcertained which has been the primary af 
fection, and the proper cauſe of the other. 

Indeed, ſurgeons are well acquainted with the cir- 
cumſiance of relaxation, and have well known how 
liable the eyes are to be ſo affected in conſequence 
of almoſt every confiderable inflammation ; and have 
therefore. paid great regard to it in their treatment 
of common ophthalmias. On this account, they have 
carefully avoided urging any antipblogiſtic plan be- 
yond a certain time, and particularly as to the uſe 
of very relaxing, and warmed: applications; which 
aften occaſion irreparable miſchief... L have however 
reaſon ta believe, there is yet occaſion. fot ther cau- 
tions on this head, and room for improvement. A 
very different obſervation may therefore be made 
reſpecting bracing and invigorating applications, 
which notwithſtanding the irritable diſpoſition of the 
organs of viſion, and the pain that frequently attends 
ſuch applications, are ſometimes moſt uſeful when 
rendered ſharper, and more irritating than thoſe in 
general uſe—Dolor dolorem cedat, is a well known 
adage, and often as applicable to painful affections 
of the eyes, as to many other inſtances of ſpaſmodic 
aſſections; though the good effects of irritating, ap» 
e may, e be otherwiſe ne 
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Uiſolred in water have ba a like good effect: 2 circumſtance I 
am diſpoſed to credit, n I never __ a — the ex · 
periment. in DAL * 
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for. But the frequent uncertainty of our reniedies, 

for the want of making adequate diſtinctĩons in regard 
to the length of time theſe complaints may have con- 
| tinued ; their various cauſes; and the habit of body 
of the patient, has given riſe to a hundred different 
'remedics of the ſame claſs; has puzzled young prao- 
rifioners ; and has promoted the cauſe of em- 
ene | Bar ol 2NG09 71 W 

As the intention of ſuch obſervations as can be 

contained in the limits 1 have aſſigned to myſelf, cab 

-only be general, I ſhall haſten to attempt ſome im- 
provement of the above remarks, and to point out 

ſome practical directions for the treatment of theſe 

ver common, and very diſtreſſing complaints. 5 

Ax firſt, in reſpect to the period of true inflam- 

Aude it may be remarked, that whilſt the beſt 
practitioners have been properly cautious of not con- 
tinuing too long any antiphlogiſtic plan, they have, 
perhaps, ſometimes not done enough in the period 
devoted to it. The fact is, that in very conſiderable 
and recent inflammations, in athletic habits, the an- 
tiphlogiſtic plan ought to be purſued boldly in the ' 
beginning, whereby the inflammation will be more 
certainly overcome, and with leſs riſk of bringing 
on hurtful relaxation, than by gentler means, and a 
feebler proceſs, longer continued. To this end, 
both hands (if I may be allowed the expreſſion) 
ſhould be laid on the diſeaſe, and whatever may appear 
requiſite for ſubduing the inflammation, ſhould be 
done at once. Hence, bleeding in all the different 
forms, bliſters, cathartics, and nitre, (which latter 


ſhould 
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ſhould. be exhibited with great freedom) ſedative. col- 
| Iyria, (and ſometimes anodyne fomentations) become 
the proper remedies; as well as defending the eye. 
from a ſtrong light: and if the pain be very con- 
ſiderable, an opiate ſhould be taken at going to reſt. 
Where the diſcharge is acrid and abundant, a drop 
or two of ſome ſoft mucilage inſtilled between the- 
lids, is very friendly to this delicate organ; and: 
when the inflammation has begun to give way, two 
or three drops of laudanum applied in the ſame man- 
ner, at going to bed, has aanatimen. removed the 
complaint before the next morning. 1 

When ſuch an antiphlogiſtic plan has been ch 
purſued for two or three days, it becomes time to 
think of guarding againſt relaxation, and which a 
much longer continuance of ſuch a plan would, in 
many inſtances, infallibly produce. Tonical appli - 
cations and internal remedies, and among the latter, 
eſpecially the bark, are to be uſed, which if it be the 
proper time for them, will immediately produce a 
good effect; and if they do not, muſt not, for, the; 
preſent, be perſevered in. It is not, however, a diſ- 
tention of the veſſels of the tunica conjunctiva with 
red blood, that forbids a recourſe to ſuch means, or 
to the continuance. of them; for this will happen 
either from relaxation, or from. an. irritable ſtate of 
the part, as well as from true inflammation ; between 
each, of which, it has been ſaid, the practitioner 
ought to make a careful diſcrimination, and to dare 
his remedies accordingly. 5 

Indeed, the treatment of very recent indem 
9571 of 
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of che eyes, is genetally plain and obvious, and no 
one is at a lofs for ſuitable remedies ; but in habitual 
affections of theſe organs, where frequent returns have 
indaced other ſymptoms, and diſpoſed the parts to 
peculiar relaxation, or irritability of its veſſels and 
nerves; the greateſt ſkill is required to diſtinguiſh 
them, in order to war! A e me 5 

thod of cure. a | il 
This is a matter of . nn importance, and 
it has been hinted, is not always fo eafily done; it is 
4 knowledge to be acquired as much from experience 
and great attention, as from thoſe juſt principles of 
art, acquired by a regular education. There is a ſome- 
thing, however, in the appearance of the eyes, which 
is not eaſily deſcribed,” that will aſſiſt us in making 
this. diſcrimination 5 and which taken in connexion: 
with the preſent occaſion of the complaint, the 
frequency of its appearance, and the eonſtitution of 
the patient, will lead the attentive and experieneed 
practitioner to diſcover, whether ſimple relaxation, 
the mere. effect of the antiphlogiſtic plan, and habit 
of the patient, or whether the great irritability of 
the organ, and perhaps of the whole ſyſtem, be the 
ſymptom to be particularly attended to. For in 
caſes attended with great nervous irritability, or 
where the relaxation is immediately occafioned by 
it, beſides a frequent, but variable relaxation of the 
iris, there is often to be perceived a fulneſs, and a 
fenſe of weight is felt, in the upper eye- lids, which 
are inclined alſo to drop, accompanied wich a yel- 
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ſenves the parzent entiiely, 20d is ſoddently recurring | 
upon every little cold, or inexeaſed exertion of the 
organs of fight.” Beſides the! indications to be 6b4 
tained from un attention to the habit of body, the 
above ſymptoms will not be uſually met with in 
caſes of ſimple relaxation, where mere aſtringent 
applications prove uſeful, which in the former will 
always ferve to aggravate the complaint; as will even | 
daſhings with eold' water, ſo often very ſerviceable 
in the other. Whether the complaint be owing to 
fimple relaxation, or to mere irritability of the parts, 
when this is once fully aſcertained, good practitioners 
ate at no loſs for ſuitable remedies, and as 1 would 
not appear to multiply them by needleſs preſerip- 
Hons, where practitioners are acquainted with va- 
rieties enough, I ſhall only ſay, that if it be mere 
relaxation, the aſtringent ſolution I have ſo often re- 
commended is among: the beſt” in à fluid form, 
where a powerful bracing application is called for:; 
and may be made of any firength, as occaſion may 
require. 

But chere is in many people a an ircitabiliey of habit, 
af which every complaint they are ſeized with, will 
very powerfully partake, and more eſpecially com- 
plaints of the eyes; and when that organ has been 
often affected, the ſlighteſt oecaſion will cauſe a re- 
turn of them. Here, the practitioner will be at no loſs 
= a proper diagnoſtic, and I ſhall therefore only 
.obſerve, that applications partaking both of a ſedative ' 
\ and invigorating nature, ſhauld be immediately had 
mn to. A very powerful remedy very often in 
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theſe caſes, is an aromatic volatile vapor, & conveyed 
to the eye-lids, through a ſmall inverted funnel, eſ- 


pecially at going to bed; and from which I have 
ſeen aſtoniſhing effects, where the patient has been 


for years ſubject to diſtreſſing complaints, and in 
danger of loſing the fight. Some benefit may like- 
wiſe be obtained by daily touching the upper eye : 


lids and parts about with the Spir. Volat. Aromat. 


Theſe little means have alſo been very uſeful where 
J have ſuſpected a diſpoſition to cataract and gutta 
ſerena: in which, as well as the above-mentioned 
caſes, the cautious and long continued uſe of elec- 
tricity, it is now well known, has alſo been very 
frequently ſerviceable. i 

I may here add another obſervation, derived from 
repeated experience in what I would call a nervous 
ophthalmy, in regard to the uſe of collyria; which, 
though @ priori we ſhould, preſume ought ever to be 
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* Two drams of the Sir. volat. aromatic. in two ounces of 
water, kept boiling, will anſwer this purpoſe very well. 

+ By the fame means, I likewiſe once removed a very painful 
nervous affection of the teſtes of long ſtanding, which had rendered 
the parts ſo exceedingly irritable, that it eould ſcarely endure the 
lighteſt touch, and had rendered a married gentleman very miſ- 
able; having withſtood many ordinary means of cure. 


f For the firſt hints of the great advantages ofa long continued a 


courſe of electricity in the gutta ſcrena, and even a perfect cure 
in ſeveral recent caſes, I was indebted to Mr. Hey, one of the 
ſurgeons of the Infirmary at Leeds; ſome of which caſes have 


fince been publiſhed in eee 
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uſed cold, are nevertheleleſs oftentimes inſtantly bee 
neficial upon uſing them actually warm, eſpecially in 
cold weather. Of the propriety of this change, the 
ſenſations of the patient upon the uſe of cold collyria 
will frequently be a guide to us; and I have only 
to remark, that they ought not to be uſed warm for 
any length of time, in which reſpe& however, the 
intelligence of the ROY Mr ſerve wal 
rect us. * 

Amongft the means for temoviug great inflam« 
mation, was mentioned the defending the eye from 4 
ſtrong light, which is indeed indiſpenſibly neceſſary. 
This ſhould, however, be rarely extended to keeping 
the Patient“ room perfectly dark, or covering the 
eye itſelf in ſuch a way as to exclude all contact of 
lightz® as ſuch TIO wy heating the eye, will 

on always | 
Lee 


I hope it may not be deemed altogether impertinent in this 
place, to offer a few obvious cautions, ſcarce ſufficiently attended 
| to by thoſe whoſe eyes are naturally. weak, of ſhgbtly diſtem- 

pered. Such people ought to be peculiarly careful not only of 
not continuing any occafional exerciſe of the eyes after it becomes 
painful to them, but ag much as poſſible, to be always expoſed to 
the ſame degree or quantity of light. This attention is particu- 
larly necefſary when engaged in reading, writing, or other em- 
ployment that is likely to fatigue them: too little, or too much 
| light being equally improper when the eyes are much exerciſed z 
and is, indeed, at any time injurious. - The fuilden trauſition 
e OE nn and eſpecially if oftea re» 
peated through the day, has nearly produced blindneſs in ſeverdl 
taſtances ; and patients have been recavered from the danger by 
| W For the like 
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always add to the complaint. But in caſes of bon- 


ſtitutional ophthalmias, and particulariy in ſero- 


phulous habits, a perfectly erett poſture, throughout 


the day, with the head raiſed as much as may be, at 


night, is eſſentially neceſſary, and eminently uſeful; 


inſomuch that frequently, no means of cure will ſuc- 


ceed unleſs this be very ſtrictiy attended to. In re- 


peated inflammations, in patients of ſuch a habit of 
body, I have known this alone efficacious, after 
many means had been preſcribed in vain by men of 
long experience, and where an obſtinate inflammation 


had been kept up for ſeveral weeks, and the patient 


unable to endure the leaſt glimmering of light, or to 
open the eye-lids without the moſt excruciating pain. 
And ſuch ophthalmias, indeed, very frequently need 
nothing more than this caution, except it be to give 


a laxative occaſionally, and to touch the eye-lids, now 


and then, with an ointment I ſhall preſently mention; 
and eſpecially roadmitlight gradually intotheroom, as 
the patient ſhall be able bear it. In regard to medi- 
cine, nothing, I beheve, does ſo much good as the bark, 


— — 


reaſon, reading in the duſt of the evening, and then, ſuddenly, 
by a ſtrong candle light, may induce miſchief in weak and diſ- 
tempered eyes, that may not be diſcovered till too late to be re · 


medied. I ſhall cloſe this note by obſerving, that when reading 
2 ſmall print, without the help of glaſſes, becomes painful, ſuch 


reading ſhould be laid aſide; as glaſſes, in this caſe, only ftrain tbe 
eyes, and ſhould: never be taken up till a uniform neceffity ſhall 
Þblige, and then ſhould not afrerwards be laid afide ; it being a 


to the optic netves to have the like objects * * 
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and ſhould this not prevent frequent relapſes, the pa- 
tient, it has been ſaid, ſhould make trial of the 
ſea; which is more frequently uſeful in ſerophulous 
ophthalmias than in any other inſtance. 

Something has already been ſaid in favour of in- 
vigorating applications, which for the chronidal 
ophthalmia, and that tedious one which ſometimes 
follows the meazles and ſmall-pox, as well as in many 
ſcrophulous caſes, ought to be made much more 
active than they uſually are, and of which I have had 
many happy: inſtances. But, indeed, many inflam- 
mations of the eyes, that are apt to return frequently 
and upon flight occaſions, are rather owing to an 
atony of the parts, than a true inflammatory cauſe, 
and will therefore always be benefited by ſuch appli- 
cations. And theſe ſhould be applied in an unctuous 
form rather than in a way of lotion, and will be 
found to be a very conſiderable improvement. 
Hence it is, I apprehend, that Sir Hans Sloane's lini- 
ment formerly gained ſo much reputation, and has 
ſo often been of. ſervice ; its only virtues, however, 
conſiſting in its form and the powder it contains, 
which affording a flight ſtimulus to the parts, is 
rendered more permanent in the form of a liniment, 
than any fluid. collyria can afford. Ointments 
againſt inflammatory affeftions ought not uſually, 
however, to contain ſuch kind of powders, which 
often, do harm, and can furniſh no powers that 
cannot be otherwiſe obtained, and eſpecially by ſome 
preparation of mercury; which indeed will do more 

in many ophthalmias than any other kind of eme · 
| M 2 dies. 
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dies. The due irrtetion bl diſchatge ſuch reme- 
dies occafon, the firſt two or three times they are 
made uſe of, throw the atonic parts into healthy 
action, and liberate the veffels ; from which 1 have 
feen more good effected in one or two nights, than 
has been done in weeks and in months by facchur. 
ſaturni, white vitttol, and all the 1 1. 
aanstref fluid collyria. 

Such may be made by the addition of the ges- 
tum cærul. fortius to the ceratum album, or if a 
greater ſtimulus is required, by one or two drachms 
of the mercur. corroſiv. ruber, very finely le vigated, 
to half an ounce of unguent. alb. and the like quan- 
tity of olive oil; or What is frequently more effica- 
cious, a kind of unguentum citrinum, of different 
firengths, prepared with Freſh butter, and to which 
camphire ſhould be added. The infide of the eye- 
lids only need to be touched with one of theſe, at 
going to bed, and thongh they will ſometimes oc- 
cafion very conſiderable pain at the time of their ap- 
plication, and on fitſt opening the eyes the next 
morning, they will render the parts very eaſy and 
pleaſant through the reſt of the day.— Indeed, had 
I nothing elſe to offer on diſeaſes of the eyes, than 
the careful diſtinction between the true inflammatory, 
and chronic ophthalmy, (which is ſeldom ſufficiently 
attended to) and the ſubſtitution of theſe liniments 
for fluid collyria, I conceive I ſhould deſerve well of 
the public, I am not ignorant, indeed, that fuch re- 
medies are made conſtant uſe of by ſome gentlemen 
of me profeſſion, who my been far from taking 


pains 
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pains to make their virtues generally knoun; * 
they certainly are not. Nor ſhould gentlemen of 
more liberal ſentiments, at the head of — profeſſia 
conelude every publication needleſs. that may con- 
tain nothing new to them; nor ſuppoſe, that becauſe | 
they make no. ſeeret of their Knowledge, that the 
generality of pale are 28 e as them- 
ſelves. sx 
A comuma8 * Doc to the cure -of ophihatonias, 
is a bad habit af bady, Which though an obſtacle 
common to other complaints, is. eſpecially trquble- 
ſome in theſe. Amongſt the various remegies in com- 
mon uſe. on; theſe eccaſions, beſide iſſues, the bark, 
and warm pediluvia, which are very frequently bene- 
_ fieial, I ſhall venture ta ſuggeſt one, that may. be 
given to advantage where no other remedy. way be 
peculiarly indicated; this in cologne jained with 
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2 Since has paper was * he vp, 1 have feen Mr. Bel. obler⸗ 
vations on opa, the early publication of which does 
him great credit; but as he fpeaks more from the praftioe of 
Nr. Pyllier thaa his own; there ſeemed ſtill to be fuſſcient 

ioducement for adding my mite of enperience It Nas long after 
the above note was added to the manuſcript, that I was informed 
My. Ware bad written ſo fully as he has done, on thee com- 
plaints. And had I ſeen his uſeful publication before I had pre- 
pared the preſent tract, I ſhould not have thought of writing on 


the ſubjecl. I can, however, declare, chat as T bare made nd ad- 
dition nor altoratian, whatever, (except the notes inſerted at poges 
18, and 334) bose 1 beard ey thing af Me, Wares, treatiſe, ſo 
did I not hope there may be hints in the preſent that will have their 
uſe, I ſhould even now have ſuppreſſed it. | 

5 M 3 cicuta, 
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cicuta, a remedy not in very common uſe, but well 
adaped to many old and obſtinate diſeaſes of the 
NO common complaint is oftentimes more difficult 
of cure than affections of the eye-lids. Thefe are fome- 
times attended with a diſtention and redneſs of the vef- 
ſels of the eye, and ſometimes not; but viſion is always 
impaired. In ſome inſtances, likewiſe, the edges of 
the eye-lids diſcharge a very acrid matter, which ex- 
coriates the cheeks; and in others, t the nds are n 
and ulcerated, but almoſt dry. | 
In theſe cafes, it is well known, that a cautious 
uſte of the lunar cauſtic will ſometimes effect an almoſt 
inſtantaneous cure; but J believe, it has not been 
often enough noticed, that a turning inwards of the 
| eye-laſhes is ſometimes the ſole cauſe of this very ob- 
ſtinate complaint: the remedy for which is fuf- 
_ ficiently obvious. In other inſtances of the lippitudo, 
the common mercurial ointment, or that with red 
precipitate, proves very ſerviceable, but more eſpe- 
cially, the unguentum citrinum, prepared as before- 
mentioned, a remedy perhaps ſcarely to be equalled 
for this, and many other ſmall ulcers. I have alſo 
ſeep great good effected, in a few days, by a very 
old remedy made uſe of frequently in K. Bartho- 
lmew's hoſpital, and for which I am obliged to Mr. 
Poti, and doubt not his permiſſion for giving the 
preſcription ; though my own experience, indecd, 
goes to a preference of the unguentum citrinum. 


EX. La- 


: 2 Or rs EON B $1 


latein + Jaapis:Tutie ppf. ugh o. nga 
8 * A 24 4» 1.4 * 
Vn el r bar d ng 
7 36 45:5 eee. i ,jj ad: % n t 
0 oh NOH —— e oo eint 


10 
1,00% 7 hne an dt al 0 
e een <2 7 Sarcocolll oy yo' Han Sil: 
0 $3543 Viriol. ab: aa. © 93 & 210 *. 
99 50 Butyri inſulſi. . + Le. FIC 
bf % 8 nnn G 0 1-240 


| "Te HERE is aipthes 1 often fatal, 3 
eſpecially to infants, of which there is not much 
notice taken by writers; nor has it, I believe, been 
accurately diſtinguiſhed. till of later years: it is now 
uſually termed ophthalmia purulenta, on account 
of the vaſt n. of Shigk. matter 8 dil- 
charged. 

This may be end a | difordes both of. * 5 
and of the lids; but is in fact a ſevere inflammation 
of the whole tunica conjunctiva, which goes rapidly 
into a ſtate: of general ſuppuration, and. is ſo much 
thickened where it is reflected over the-lids, that it 
turns out a conſiderable way the moment they are 
drawn aſunder. Very frequently the "inflammation 
is communicated to the cornea itſelf, which will 
ſometimes burſt, and the patient is conſequently de- 
prived of fight, at leaſt for a time. Very ſoon 
after this, both the inflammation and diſcharge ge- 
nerally ceaſe; and the aqueous humour being in 
ſome caſes reſtored, and retaĩined by a ſpeedy cicatrice 
of the cornea, the patient recovers a very tolerable 
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degree of fight. At other times, ſome internal 
part of the eye, and particularly the iris, is ſo greatly 
injured, or the cornea is ſo much impaired, that it 
remains collapſed, and all hope of future viſion is cut 
off. In any caſe, the patient rarely recovers without 
the fight being more or leſs impaired for a time, by 
a greater or leſs number of ſpecks formed on the 
cornea. Nevertheleſs, we are frequently agreeably 
diſappointed at the decline of this dreadful inflam- 
mation, and have the happineſs of finding the eye 
much leſs injured than had been ſuſpected, either 
from the great diſcharge and long continuance of the 
inflammation, or from the appearance of the eye 
itſelf when we were firſt able to get a ſight of it. 
For I have ſometimes known the whole cornea ap- 
Parently much depreſſed, and at others, ſmaller in- 
dentations formed on different parts, and after all, 
the fight been perfectly good as ſoon as the inflam- 
mation had completely ſubſided, without either ci- 
catrice or ſpecks to be ſeen on the cornea. 
This being, perhaps, the moſt violent of all in- 
Samaras requires the ſpeedieſt aſſiſtance. The 
patient ſhould be let blood freely and repeatedly, 
(according to the age and habit of body), eſpecially 
in the neck, or by opening the temporal artery; 
the turgid veſſels paſſing over the ſclerotica ſhould 
be frequently divided; leeches ſhould be applied to 
the temples, and bliſters to the neck, and behind 
the ears; the patient ſnould be purged gently; and 
the thickened tunica conjunctiva ſhould be deeply 
ſcarified once or twice a day, as long as it falls out ſo 
N e ME . low 
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tow as to prevent a clear fight of the eye. The part 
ſhould at firſt be conſtantly wetted with cooling col- 
1ysja, to which afterwards a little brandy and vitrial 
may be added, and a drop or two ef laudanum be 
inſtilled into the eye, and every thing be attempted 
that may prevent or. diminiſh ſuppuration; which I 
have known take place in a very few hours. en oh 

Should theſe means fail, or what, very often hap- 


pens, affiſtance. be called in too late, the lids muſt be 


frequently drawn aſunder to let out the matter, by 
night as well as by day; and in the caſe of infants, 
in whom the matter will be more confined, the edges 
of the eye-lids ſhould be frequently greazed through- 
out the day, and at night be covered with a little of 
Goulard's Cerate, ſpread upon very thin linen, and over 
that a light compreſs, hanging looſely over the eyes, 
dipped in the vegito mineral-water and brandy, or 
| ſpread with a kind of liniment made by beating up 
Jum in the white of an egg. Should the inſlam- 
mation and diſcharge. ſtilt increaſe, a drop of laud- 
anum, or of a ſolution: of the green vitriol calcined 
to whiteneſs, ſhould be inſtilled into the eye, at leaſt 
once a day; which, whatever pain it may occaſion at 


the time, will counteract the inflammation more than 


any of tbe topical applications at a certain period of 
the diſcaſe, unleſs it be ſome one of the mercurial 
liniments before recommended. | 
; h 

* In Ms. Warz's Trexcfs os Oplthalmia, eee eee 
tion is given to Bates's aqua vitriolica campborata, diluted with 
about ſixteen times ats quantity of water, as a collyrium, to be 
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"In fine, the grand remedies early in the diſcaſe 
ſeem to be bliſters' and topical bleedings, eſpecially 
by leeches ; but then it is not the application of one 
or two that will anſwer any good end, though often 
repeated; but if fix or eight to a child of four or 
five years of age, and a dozen to adults, be applied 
at once; eſpecially at going to bed, a ſtop will fre- 

_ quently be put to the moſt formidable inflammation, 
and nothing farther be required than the uſe of ſome 
aftringent collyrium, and to attend to the ſpecks, 
ſhould any be formed on the cornea. On the other 
hand, ſhould the inflammation continue many days, 
aſtringent applications muſt be had recourſe to, and 
the cortex be adminiſtered in large doſes. ; 

Turk is an ophthalmia ſtill leſs noticed by 

writers than the former, which occurs ſeldomer than 

any other; and is rarely cured if not attended to 

very ſoon. It might be called oph1þalmia interna, being 

a ſuffuſion of blood within the coats of the eye, apy 

pearing through the pupil; while the conjunctiva 
oftentimes preſerves for a while its natural colour, 
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— oſe of * the Grſt appearance of this 5 1 have 
1 had only three opportunities, indeed, of making trial of it ſince 
» that excellent tract was put into my hands, and in which it fuc- 
ceeded very well. But apart from this little experience of its 
efficacy, Ma. Warz's ideas of the complaint appear fo perſectly 
| * to correſpond with my own, that it would ſeem to me an injuſtice 
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to ſuch readers as may not be acquainted with that work, not to 
£98 mention. a remedy apparently ſo well calculated to counteract in- 


flammation, and recommended upon ſuch ene ond ex · 


perience. +3 
| though 
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though at others, I believe it has, from the firſt, the 
appearance of the common ophthalmia; this, how - 
ever, uſually comes on in one e or other of the 


diſeaſe. 

It is ſometimes a net of long Ringing, 
ſealing on for a while almoſt imperceptibly, till the 
patient is alarmed at being, ſuddenly, almoſt de- 
prived of fight; which ſometimes as unexpectedly te- 
rurris in a ſhort time, and goes away again as ſuddenly. 
It ſeems to be attended with ſome diſorder of the 
optic nerve, the pupil being ſomewhar dilated, 'and 
the retina rather indiſpoſed to contract, though the 
eye be expoſed to a ſtrong light, 

It attacks people of different ages, and in wil 
women is often attended with ſuppreſſion of the men- 
ſes, the return of which ſometimes removes the com- 
plaint. I never met with it in robuſt habits, nor 
have found general bleedings, or other antiphlogiſtic 
remedies of any uſe. Topical bleeding by leeches, 


and in the jugular vein, are preferable; and elec- 


tricity has ſometimes been ſerviceable, though it has 
in others appeared to increaſe the complaint, which 
ſeems to depend upon the irritability and relaxation 
of the organ. Bark, therefore, and a bliſter on the 


head, touching the lids with ung. citrin. and dtop- 


ping a little laudanum often into the eye, ſcarifying 
the under-lids, and in the end, I think ſea-bathing, 
are the moſt likely means of relief. | 

It will oftentimes be neceſſary to continue theſe 
remedies for a great length of time, having ſeen good 
effects produced by them after I had nearly given up 


all | 
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all hope of doing any good. It always, I believe, 
attacks both eyes, and if attention be not paid to 
the complaint before the conjunctiva is much inflam- | 
ed, the patient will after all moſt probably be in 
great meaſure deprived of ſight, the earnca, in that 
caſe, becoming perfectly opake. 6 

1 $843L only drop another hint or two, and all 
canchude all I mean at preſept to offer on diſotdets 
of the eyes. It may, perhaps, appear to be a bold 


one, and by many people be condemned, as likely 


to injure. fo delicate an organ; but it is given from 
experience, which at firſt aroſe from accident, and in 
proper hands may be as fafely, as advantageouſly 
uſed. This reſpects the extractum ſaturni, which I 
have known made uſe of, undiluted, to advantage. 
I have, indeed, never made trial of it in this ſtate, 
but have uſed it in the proportion of one drop to 
three or four of water, and bave never ſeen it do 
barm ; or the extract may be mixed up with olive 
oil into a liniment, which will give lels pain, and 
will remain longer on the part. 

It has already been ſaid, that the chronical _ 
thalmy. aſten ariſes from atony, and it as frequently 
depends upon a morbid, or undue action of the parts, 
which io. numberleſs inſtances. is more certainly re- 
moved by active applications, than by any other 
means, I have long been ſatisfied of the juſtneſs of 
this idea, which I have ſo much inculcated in the 
former parts of this tract, and am happy to find a 
gentleman of ſo much reaſoning and judgment as 
Ab, Hunter, ſupparting i it by 0 many ſtriking facts, 


in 
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in his late treatiſe on the venereal diſeaſe. Indeed, 
we have often nothing elſe to do in various old ulcers, 
in certain habits of body, than to create a contrary 
and due ſlimulus, in order to remove pain, tumour, 
or ſpurious inflammation, and various other local - 
indiſpoſitions, to which a morbid vation of the * 
has given riſe,® 

By this means it is, I doubt not, that the remedy 
laſt recommended, as well as the mercurial ones, 
have been of fo much fervice in the moſt 'obſtinate 
and long continued ophthalmias, after every uſual 
remedy had been tried without any laſting good 
effect. Rik 5 C 83 7 | : 


n 


* It may be objected, perhaps, that a great deal has been ſaid. 
in the courſe of this little volume io favour of active applications; 
but the writer bopes, without reaſon for the leaſt ſuſpicion of his 
ſoppoling them capable of doing every thing, or that a trial, at 
leaſt, ought to be made of them on almoſt every occaſion, No- 
thing, indeed, is farther from his own ideas, who wiſhes only to 
lead young practitionets to diſtiaguiſh. caſes with judgment; and 
having done ſo, he doubts not they will fiad, that powerful exter- 
nal ſtimuli will have their place, and perhaps more frequently than 
may have been ſuſpected, and upon the moſt rational principles.” 
And as a general apology, he would here obſerve, that he fat out 
with no peculiar theory of his on, but being gradually and na- 
tutally led to the various trials he has made, repeated facts have 
conſtrained him to purſue a practice which has been very ſucceſs- - 
ful, in his own hands and others; and he has the bappineſs, of - 
finding it may be ſupported by ſound reaſoning and argument, 
which ir required but flender abilities indeed to diſcover, or to 
arrange into as ſpeciovs a theory as a FR * r _ 
W Fi arp 1 = 


A very 
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A very ſmall portion of the former may be applied, 
by a camel-hair pencil, when the patient is in bed, 
and after a few times uſing, be repeated in the morn- 
ing, if the complaint be not greatly abated, nor the 
means diſagree. The vaſt diſcharge produced in 


many chronical caſes by ſuch ſtimulant applications, 


and the action into which they throw the parts, are 
often the moſt likely means of removing many ob- 


| ſinate complaints, not here particularly noticed, 


which have thickened the cornea, and not only great - 
ly impaired the fight, but have obliged the patient to 
keep the eyes in a ſtate of reſt for many wecks, and 
even months at a time, and occafionally for ſeveral. 


/ 


years. 
I ſhall juſt obſerve what every one knows, that ſe- 


vere ophthalmias induce ſmall ſpecks, and ſometimes 
very conſiderable opacity of the cornea : it is, how - 
ever, perhaps not very generally known, that ſo ſimple 
a remedy as two or three drops of the aq. ſapphir. 
inſtilled into the eye for a length of time, infallibly 
removes all that have not been of very long ſtand- 
ing, without the painſul and diſagreeable aſſiſtance of 
cauſtics or other remedy. | 
I ſhall now cloſe the above obſervations with the 
following extraordinary caſe, which may ſerve to 
ſhew what nature is ſometimes capable of doing for 
berſelf. | 1 
Mas. HorrEv, aged about thirty years, the wife 
of a grocer formerly of Great Ruſſel-ſtreet, Bloomſbury, 
was attacked with the common ſymptoms of oph-, 


thalmy, at a time I was making occaſional viſits to 
57-2 | one 
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one of her children, and was therefore deſired to 
look at her eye. The charge of the complaint was 
not} however, properly committed to me, but from 
time to time I gave ſuch directions as appeared to 
me to be requiſite; which were not, indeed, ſo per- 
fectly complied with, as perhaps, they ought to have 
been. At one of theſe viſits, thinking it neceſſary 
Mrs. Hoppey ſhould be blooded again, on account of 
the ſevere pain ſhe underwent, it was ſtrongly objected 
to, and as I afterwards underſtood, on account of 
fome ſcruples her apothecary entertained, who had 
formerly practiſed as a ſurgeon in the country. On 
this account, the late Six Czsarn Hawxins was 
conſulted, who approving of the plan that had been 
purſued, and intimating the importance of great at- 
tention in order to her ſafety,” I afterwards” viſited 
Mrs. Hoppey daily, and SIR . nee was 
occaſionally conſulted. . 

Soon after this time, yy on thi: ata the 
| inflammation, ſhe loſt the fight of the eye, which 

likewiſe began to be enlarged, and puſhed forwards, 
the veſſels of the lids, ſides of the noſe, and forehead 
were ſwelled, and were attended with conſiderable 
pulſation. Theſe ſymptoms increaſing for ſeveral 
months, notwithſtanding different means made uſe 
of, till the eye became greatly enlarged, and ſeemed 
nearly forced out of the orbit; it was therefore 
judged proper to extirpate it, in the apprehenſion of 
an aneuriſm within the orbit, which it was expected 
might ſuddenly give way. About this time, Mr. 
N58 was likewiſe conſulted ; the operation was 
, deter- 
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determined upon, and the day for it was to be fixed 
28 I ſhould ſettle with Six CESAR HAK IxsS . 
In this interval, I met with an accident by a fall, 
which conſined me for three or four weeks to the 
houſe, and I requeſted Sin Casar Hawkins to per- 
form the operation for me, if it ſhould be thought that 
waiting for my getting abroad might be hazardous to 
the patient. After making Ars. Hoppey a viſit with a 
view to ſettling this matter, Six CSR Hawxins cal- 
led upon me, and propoſed deferring the operation a 
few days; adding, that he conceived the eye had rather 
2 better appearance, and though he, perhaps, rather 
hoped, than was ſatisfied of this particular, he thought .. 
It might be truſted for a few days, with the cautions 
and directions he had given the patient. In about a 
week after this he acquainted me, that he wiſhed 
the operation might be poſtponed a while longer, as 
the tumour was certainly not increaſed, if it were not 
ditninifhed, and of which I ſhould be a better judge, 
as T had not ſeen. it for ſome time. 

As ſoon as I could get abroad I waited open. Adin, 
Hoppey, and was ſatisfied the eye was not more en- 
larged, nor projected, than it had been, and I 
thought the pulſation was diminiſhed; the pain like- 
wiſe being leſs, and time having encouraged our pa- 
tient as well as ourſelves, to hope there might be 
teſs danger of a fudden rupture than we had once 
apprehended, all thought of extirpation was ſoon 
afterwards: laid afide, unleſs ſome new ene 
ſhould indicate its neceſſit yx. 

2s — pain became vary incon- 

e ſiderable, 
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e Nes 8 fn. [ PL, 4 * ** 1 | 
Rdetabſe, and 1 ſaw toy paritht only bes b Week, 

ayd a while afterwards the pain leaving ber imirely, 
ccd ber lone 4d 2 Month. for 0 N a 
J vi er only once in a month, for above à Year. 


At one of theſe viſits I Was informed the Wäg wel 5 


and thobgh We Kpe pot For Certaiß Wen We chan 

bad firft kaken place, he” had a few mornings before 
obſetbech, butt gaudi at ber BARE; that the Af! 
fecttd &ye"466kef"nettly as welt "as the öcher; and 
thar vþ6n U8flirg the kater, die found ber hight ati 
was Pertesty) RAG 15 ui gui 19118 Das Io 


Upon thts" agreesbte heffs f tock 4 formal Leads 


of her okly when I had cb to Vint any of” the 
family, ot was at leite wheh F paſſec near her dbor, 
T ibquited after ber, anch Erxatnftec the" eye; ublehk 


for feverit yeats ecatinita” very well, having ooh? 


certain 4% Kwak Jock, And 4 Kind of este "tf 
never totally left Her.“ 9101607 967 VidD38%t9) Doane 

Eleven years after her recovery ſhe went to refide at 
Mancheſter, and continued there in very good health; 
the eye formerly affected becoming, as ſhe thought, 


ſtronger than the other, but was ſometimes a little 


painful in froſty w there.) , | | 
Nine years nhl into the country the 


ſquinting was obſe del to mcreaſe, till the eye was 


turned quite to dig fide. it was likewiſe puſhed 5 


a little forward , cbdegh the fight remained 
unimpaired. But Tome weeks after this, the: was 
ſuddenly attacked with excruciating pain, which 
obliged her 10 go to bed in the middle of the day, and 
ſend to her apothecary; who applied a bliſter io the 
nape of the neck. In a few hours after this attack, 
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ſhe loſt the ſight. of the eye, which inſtead of con- 
tinuing to puſh forwards, | was rather withdrawn 
within the orbit, and the upper eye· ld dropped; 5 
which ſhe never aſterwards raiſed. 2 
This violent pain continued for three 4ays, which 
ſhe compared to that ſhe had ſuffered in London, about 
the commencement of the complaint, and which ſheob- 
ſerved, continyed very ſevere the ſame length of time. 
At the decline of the pain, ſhe became at times co- 
matoſe, and after lying in that ſtate for five days, 1 ſhe 
expired at the time, as I am informed, ſhe was 
thought to be recovering. I am ſorry, to add, 
that, though ſhe bad very confiderately given her 
conſent to the head being opened after death, her hint 
was neglected ; which had ſhe died in Longon I ſhould 
have been happy to have embraced, and thereby have 
aſcertained * the nature of the e 
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MAMMARY-ABSCESS, Ge, 


E FO RE 1 Rk of the wilkablrk,, 1 ſhall 
in this place ob ſerve, what perhaps ſome gen- 
tlemen may thank me for, that 1 can ventute to ſay, 
the aſtringent ſolution I haye fo frequently recom- 
mended, is the beſt application . hitherto known for 
that obſtinate and painful fore on the nipples of ſyck-. 


ling women, for which almoſt every thing has been. 
tried—and almoſt, in vain. The nipples need only | 


to be touched with it ſeveral times in the day, eitber 
by the point of the finger, or a camel-hair pencil; 
the part being afterwards covered with the patient's. 
hand, or other contrivance, to prevent the ſolution. 
being wiped off; the ſtrength af which muſt be de- 
termined by the degree of tenderneſs and extent of 
the ſore. I think I baye found ſome advantage in 


theſe caſes, and certainly, in drawing, out. bad; 


nipple, by covering it with a large nutmeg, bollowed. 
N 3 | out, 
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gut and the edges left flat. But whether the warm 
#ornatic quality of he nur f ome 
or it has ariſen merely from defending the tender - 
nipple both from the, linen, which becomes rough 
by the milk drying upon it, and from the common 
air, I am not at all anxious to determine. Such a 
contrivance is always at hand, and attended with no 
trouble though worn pretty conſtantly, and I there- 
fore often adviſe the uſe of. it as ſcorn as the nipples 
begin to get ſore. This is likewiſe, doubtleſs, the 
beſt time to have recourſe to the ſolution, which 
has hitherto anſwered"exceedinglywell, ever fince I 
have been acquainted with it. In ſome very bad 
caſes, where the chaps are ſo deep that the ſolution 
cantiot' be retained on the part, and are exquiſitely | 
| render, eſpecially if of long ſtanding, it will be wſe- 

ful to cover the part with an ointment that is not 
relaxing, but moderately watm and drying, as the 
common white cerate may be rendered, by fimmer- 
ing a little brandy in it. A caſe ſometimes occurs, 
in which the nipple is not ſo much chapped, as it is 
enlarged and inflamed, and attended with an oozing 
of Tharp ſerum. Here, after waſhing the part with 
the ſolution made very weak, ſprinkling it with a 
little finely powdered gum tragacanth i is of very fin- 
| gular ſetvice. But in other inſtances, my chief de- 
pendence i is upon the ſolution, which if properly at- 
tended to, will remove tlie complaint. It has alſo ſtood 
the teſt of the Britiſh Lying-in  Hojpitat, where it has 
been for a long time made uſe of at my defice, and 


1125 the expected n ; though there are always 
in 
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in the hoſpital many women thus affected, and out 
of ſuch numbers, it is probable, all the various 
kinds of ſore nipples muſt have taken place. 
It may reaſonably be expected, that ſomething 
ſnould be ſaid of the ſuceeſs of this remedy ſince 
theſe obſervations firſt appeared; and the writer can 
with truth aſſure the public, that his on experience 
has not ſerved to leſſen the good opinion he enter- 
tained of it, though ſome other practitioners ſeem to 
have made uſe of it with leſs ſucceſs.” It is to be 
lamented, that if men are generally found partial to 
their own difcoveries, ' others are oftentimes” propor- 
tionably prejudiced againſt them; ſo that, if the ſuc- 
ceſs of any means ſhould depend on a more than or- 
dinary attention to its ſtrength and mode of appli- 
Cation, its credit is not likely to be inereaſed in their 
hands. All that the writer need to ſay of this re- 
medy is, that his own patients have been greatly 
benefited by it, and have been glad to recommend it 
to others; and that if applied with care and due at- 
tention to its ſtrength and effects, it will be found, 
at leaſt, much oftner ſueceſsful than any means hi- 
therto in general uſe. The tongue will be the beft 
ordinary teſt of its due ſtrength, which muſt always 
be varied according to the degree of pain and other 
effects; always beginning with it ſufficiently weak. 
On theſe accounts, it can be bo wonder, if it ſnould 
do leſs good when left in the hands of nurſes, or 
uſed merely at the diſcretion of patients, ſome of 
. 40 not make uſe 15 * frequently enough, | 
„ 23W0q e 1Þ21) "aw 20 N ",4_m>_ 
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whilſt-oth&rsarc inclibed;; as. improperly, to keep at 
conftantly un the part. Hut in the Hands of ꝓhy · 


fictans or ſurgeons, who! kom what effects n id de - 
ſgned to produce, add will m gulate it accordingly, 
it. eannot fail to gain them extdit, and give] ſatis- 
fact ion, provided they will for a few days attend 
to it themſelves, with + little of 3 
uſually beſtow: on inventions of their .πͤ . 1 
One great advantage of — 11 55 
perfectly barmleſs, and does not therefore require 
che caution of being - wiped: off from the part, when 
the child is laid to the breaſt. Being alſo lightly 
aſtringent and deterſive, without creating the pain, 
or that unpleaſant and hatſh dryneſs, which other 
aftringents produce, renders it as promifing, as ex- 
perienee bath proved it te be ſucceſsful in this ob- 
Rinate complaint; which beſides the great pain that 
attends it, has frequently fruſtrated a moſt laudable 
and pleaſing, impulſe of natute, by preventing the 
fond mother from ſupplying the firſt wants of the 
fender infant, to which ſhe has given birth, + 
But the evil dots not frequently flop here; the 
e inflammation of the nipples oſten extend 
to the breaſt itſelf, and ſuppuration takes place.—1 
proceed therefore to make ſome obſervations on this 
ſubjoct, which though important, has mots eat * 
n of, been yet publely treated f. 
It would be needleſs, in this place, to take up the 
W time, by adverting to the various ether oc- 
caſions which threaten fuck a complaint, ſince, per- 
haps, the only « one in the/ patient's power to pre- 


vent, 


vent, is chat of taking cold: as frequent an occaſion, 
" Indeed, as any, and againſt which every precaution 


ought to be taken. . With a view to this, it may be 


obſerved, that the cuſtom of bathing the breaſts of 
women, who do not ſuckle, frequently proves very 
injurious, though it has not, perhaps, been generally 
ſuſpefted. The rubbing in à little oil and ſpirit, 
as ſoon as the patient is delivered, may be harmleſs 


enough; though if ſomething muſt be done, in com- 


pliance with cuſtom, the application of a diachylon 


any of the diſadyantages which attend the frequent 


part to taking cold. And as the above, and any 
other ſuch lotions as nurſes uſually recommend, and 
place great confidence in, have no ſuch power as is 
generally attributed to them, they are certainly much 
better let alone. And if it ſhould be thought proper 
to: have recourſe to ſuch as actually poſſeſs any con- 
ſiderably repelling property, they will, of courſe, be 
directed by the practitioner himſelf, who. will give 
every neceſſary caution; as the conſequences of cold 
taken in the application, are generally much more 
Nkely to give rile to r than _— the bu- 
ſineſs to nature.?“ de : 


— 1 — _ — — — 


It is e FRO of remark on this FEVER that the | 
mammary<abſceſs was for a number of years a very common com- 
plaint in the Briti/h Lying-in Hoſpital ; and has always been attri- 


| buted to cold, as the moſt general cauſe. The juſtneſs of chis 
ſuſpicion 
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plaiſter will anſwer every ordinary intention, without. 


repetition of uſeleſs embrocations, which expoſe the . 
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IHE firſt ſorproms of ſuchin unfvourible — 


are uſually a deep lancinating pain, | hardneſs and 
tumor in ſome part of the breaſt, and a confiderable 
diminution of the cuſtomary diſcharge of milk by the 


nipple. This is the moment to prevent the appre- 


hended miſchief, as a very ſhort. delay renders the 
means ineffectual ; the: ſkin ſoon becoming diſco- 
loured, and the breaſt greatly enlarged. To remedy 
this, immediate recourſe ſhould be had to bleeding, 
and to laxative and anodyne medicines; but above all 


to ſedative applications, which are uſually found to be 


the moſt powerful diſeutients. Sometimes, however, 
ſolutions of crude ſal ammoniac, with the addition 
of a good quantity of ſpirit, and if the inflammation 
be very recent, ſome vinegar, will be more adviſe- 
able than ſaturnine remedies. Compreſſes of coarſe 
linen-cloth, wetted in ſuch a liquor made moderately 


warm, and renewed as often as they become dry, ate 


abundantly preferable to heating and relaxing fo- 
mentations -or poultices, to wir ſurgeons have 
uſually. had recourſe. „ e Ps GIFT 

When the above means are made uſe oy in e 


— — _ — A —— _— —_ 
4 "_ 


ſuſpicion has been confirmed ſince water-cloſets have been con- 
ſtructed on every floor. Previous to this, ſeverai women, from 
motives of delicacy, were inclined to go, too early, acroſs a paved 
yard, though continually cautioned againſt it: But for full to 
years, - fince that contrivance has been made, there have been only 
two inſtances of the mammary abſceſs. Though this circumſtance 


may, perhaps, be thought to prove too much, it ann, 


1 a fact, ought. to have 1 its proper weight. 


time, 


* 


time, the inflammatory ſymptoms will ſoon diſappear, 
the pain be entirely removed, and if the milk runs 


freely again from the nipple, there will be no farther 


danger of ſoppuration. On the other hand, if there 
be not a very early and copfiderable- abatement of 
the firſt ſymptoms, however ſlowly the proceſs may 
g0 on, the breaſt will ſeldom fail to ſuppurate. In 
this ſtate, thereſore, the plan ought very ſoon to be 
changed, in ofder:to forward the work of maturation. 
And this, wherever the pulſe will allow of bleeding, 
will often be haſtened by taking away a ſmall quan- 
tity of blood, once or twice, from the arm; though 
the patient ſhould already have been let blood with a 
very different view; This will likewiſe be always a 
ſafe practice in plethoric. habits, or where the in- 
flammation is attended with fever, and the event yet 
doubtful : ſhould ſuppuration finally take place, the 
bleeding will likewiſe tend to leſſen the ſize of the 
abſceſs. 

The whole breaſt ſhould now be covered with a mild 
ſuppurative poultice, e which muſt be continued till 


a 


3 | 


* A very good poultice of this kind, is that formerly made uſe 
of by Plunket, and is preferable to the linſeed-cake, To half a 
pint of milk ſhould be put about three table ſpoonsful of finely 
powdered linſeed : after boiling a few minutes, add a ſmall quan- 
tity of crumbs of bread, ſufficient to bring it to the confiſtence of 
a poultice, to which is to be added, on taking it off the fire, the 
yolk of one egg. This will make a very ſmooth poultice, and 
much lighter than mere bread and milk; an advantage, in ws 
caſe of much inflammation, eſpecially in glandular Re "Toy 
obyious to be particularly inſiſted upon. | 4p 

the 


1 
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the matter can be felt, and may then ren er 
one of mere bread and milk: the part ſhould alſo be 
fomented twice a day, if the abſceſs threatens to be 
large, and does not incline to ripen faſt, after there 
are evident tokens of ſuppuration. The circumſtance 


of early maturation is of the greateſt importance, for 


in proportion to the length of time taken up in that 


- proceſs, will be the ſize of the abſceſs, and the time 


afterwards neceſſary for its cure; at leaſt, this * 
protty uniformly the caſe,  -/ : 

Of no leſs importance is the manner of treating 
abſceſſes after the matter is well formed. And here 
I am conſtrained: to oppoſe the antient and common 
method of / ſurgeons, that of makipg a large opening 
with the knife; which can ſeldom, or never be neceſ- 
fary. This happy idea originated from the late in- 
genious Dr. Hunter, (to whoſe unremitted labors in 
the improvement of his profeſſion, as well as in many 
other inſtances, the public is ſo eminently indebted ;) 
and I believe, that gentlemen in the department of 
of midwifery, at leaſt in London, are well acquainted 
with the many advantages of ſparing women this 
painful operation: but as it has not been noticed by 
ſurgical writers, nor, I think, ſufficiently approved 
of by the generality of the profeſſion, there are pro- 
bably many practitioners who are not ** een 
wich it. 

The impropriety of making mink openings in the 
breaſt, arifes, I apprehend, from its glandular ſtruc- 
ture, and. peculiar uſe, together with the harmleſs 


nature of the complaint. But I ſnall not enlarge © 
| eie 


4 
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here, on the many unfavorable circumſtances at- 
tending ſuch a practice, and the tediouſneſs of the 


cure as the inevitable conſequenee. I mean only 
to hint at a' method every way preferable- to' fo 
painful a proceſs. But not only are the larger in- 
cious highly improper, which are made with the 
knife, but ſmaller openings with a lancer are gene- 
rally better let alone; not! only becauſe commonly 
needleſs, and very diſtreſſing to the patient, but the 
breaſt will heal fooner when the abſceſs is left to 
burſt of itſelf. Hereby, we are ſure the ſuppuration 
will become as bompleat as the caſe will admit of, 
and the little jagged round aperture nature makes 
for herſelf, will keep open- much better than the 
| ſmooth puncture from a lancet. All that is com- 
monly neceſſary, is to cover the part with a ſoft 
bread and milk poultice; to keep it well ſupported 
by an eaſy bandage; and carefully to preſs out the 
matter, and renew Cons 1 cer . or three times a 
day. TRET GO 

I cannot avoid taking notice in this place, that 
whilſt 5 in one Reviery this practice is ſaid to have been 
long underſtood, and even publiſhed to the world, 
(though I moſt ill confeſs, that I never happened 
to meet with it,) a critique appeared in the Engl iſh 
Review of a very different caſt. To the Editor of 
this (as well as thoſe of the Monthly and Critical 
n- I, indeed, feel as much indebred for 


een of this work. Objections, however, are 
„ leaving milky abſceſſes to burſt of them- 
. ſelves, 


— 
- 
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ſelves, and perhaps ſome of the firſt ſurgeons may be 
of the ſame. opinion; which renders this point very 


worthy. of farther. diſcuſſion. It; ſcarce need be ob- 


offered certain exceptians. to this rule, which, how. 


ever, as a general of, 1004 ene beſt malints- 
inclined to defend. | eta, d ian 

1 am aware, hel 2 Patient. may. ſometimes un- 
dergo ſome very conſiderable. pain for twelve or four 
and twenty hours, by the, matter being leſt to make 
its own, way through the ſkin, and I have myſelf 
formerly made this circumſtance an argument for 
opening ſome ſmall abſceſſes; but, from a fair com: 
pariſon of all the effects of each mode, am ſatisfied 
to which the preference ought to be given. For, be- 
ſides that the pain which leaving an ahſceſs to burſt 
of itſelf, may without any diſadvantage be much 
abated, or intirely removed by a doſe or two of 
laudanum, I have on the other hand, after having 
opened theſe abſceſſes in order to obviate that pain, : 
received no thanks from my patients; who partly 


| from the dread ſome people have of any cutting in- 


ſtrument, and partly from the actual pain of the 
little operation, and its conſequences for ſome hours 
afterwards, have on a ſubſequent occaſion determined 
to leave the buſineſs to nature, and to endpre with 


patience the effects of her operations, or at moſt, to 
ſtun the pain by an opiate taken at bed- time. But 


it has been ſuggeſted, that there are other, and more 


material advantages reſulting from a well - timed 


Hering mw by the lancet, and that for the want 
. 


71! 
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of it, the little orifice will often be closed up, and a 

freſh abſceſs be formed. In anſwer to this, I muſt 
ſay, that I am conſtrained to doubt the juſtneſs of 
this obſervation. I was myſelf bred up to be of 
this opinion, and was with difficulty led to change 
it; but a long and pretty extenſive practice, and 
much obſervation have, as I think, led me to form 
a more juſt! opinion of the matter. The fact, in- 
deed, is, that. the little apertures may be very eaſily 
and certainly kept open, as long as there remains 
any thing to be diſcharged from parts with which 
they communicate, and that freſh impoſthumations 
will not be formed, but in caſes where other parts of 
the breaſt are in an obſtructed and diſtempered ſtate, 
and not yet inclined to ſuppuration; in which caſe, 
let the firſt abſceſs be opened, and treated in what- 
ever manner it may, new impoſthumations will be 
formed, and, indeed, in this caſe, are to be deſired. 
Whereas, when other diſeaſed parts have commu- 
nicated with the firſt abſceſs, I have without difficulty 
kept an oriſice (not larger than à pin's bead) for 
many weeks open, till the various indurated paris 
having ſuppurated, the matter has found its way to 
the firſt and only orifice, which has diſcharged very 
conſiderably, and for a long time together, without 
any interruption; and when the breaſt has got well, 
only the ſmalleſt ſear imaginable has remained. And 
it might be here noticed again, that the little jagged 
aperture which nature has made for herſelf, keeps 
open much better than one from the lancet, though 
-_ four or five times as large: every ſurgeon 
HOT | knowing 


| 1. 
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| knowing bow ſoon-inciſed wounds are diſpoſed:to heal 


vp at the angles, eſpecially if extended into the ſound 
Kin, leaving only a Kind of :fiſtulous orifice in the 
centre. So that upon the whole, after having be- 
ſtowed much attention on this ſubject; it is ſtilh my 
unprejudiced opinion, that it is in general beſt to leave 
the buſineſs to nature; and that if there may be any 
merit in being the firſt publiſher of ſuch an opinion, 
it properhy belongs to this little Wo-. 
The above method of diſcharging the matter, it 
was ſaid, is uſually the beſt; there àre however in- 
ſtances, here I have thought ſmall punctures made 
with the point of a-lanect have their uſe. Such are 
caſes, wherein the whole breaft is very hard, and the 
habit not diſpoſedito form matter ſo plentiſully, as 
the indurated ſtate of the part ſeems to require. Here 
a great number of very ſmall impoſthumations ate 
formed, come very ſlowly to à head, often thicken 

and harden the ſkin, are but little difpoſed to break, 
and ceaſe to diſcharge, as ſoon as they have vent. 


The little tumors will even ſometimes ſubfide, if an 
opening is not made ſoon after the matter can be felt; 


and the induration remains à long time nearly the 
fare. Poultices of more N heat than thofe of 


e and milk, are here particularly ſervice- 


able, as well as light frictions with a weak volatile 


luniment, and ſometimes a cautious uſe of the un- 


guent. cæruleum: which ſhould not be forcibly 
erubbed id, but [ſpread lightly: over the breaſt. At 


| [this period, the exhibition of the bark is found uſeful 
ge" . : in mall ddfes of cor- 


gain | roſi ve 


decoction of ſar ſa patilla, and powder of millipedes, 
or ſweating with pulv. Doveri of very eonſidetable 
ſervice; as well as purging nom and then with 
rhubarb and calamel. Met it n © Minni l 
The worſt caſes I have met with, have ariſen from 
cold taken aſter the end of the month, and are, per- 
haps, more common in women who have not ſuckled 
their children, nor been properly attentive to the 


ſmaller ones almoſt inſenſibly run tagether, and accy- 
py a great part of the hreaſt; are always exeredingly 
hard, but are not uſually painful at firſt. The ap- 
pearanee, in ſore jiaſtances, is very alarming, but 
they all nevertheleſs end perfectly well if prudently 
managed. I heve been called to caſes of ſeveral 


its natural appearance, had become hard in every 
part, » flattened, and the nipple been almoſt obli- 
terated. When the diſeaſe extends to ſuch a-degree, 
ſuppuration muſt take place, and, indeed, is a do- 
firable event, as otherwiſe miſchief would enſue; 


not to be effected. Hence, ſaturnine applications, 
Which bave been much too indiſcriminately made 
uſe of, are here highly improper. I have ſeen no- 


of the unguent. cærul. fortius, from half a fcruple to 
half a drachm, repeated pro ratiane Feltus, and now 
and then taking * ſwall quantity of blood ; 
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cofive ſublimate s and I have iſometimes! found the 


turn of the milk, Here, one or more very large 
lumps are aften pretty ſuddenly formed, or ſometimes 


months ſtanding, where the breaſt had entirely loſt 


for I believe, an entire reſolution of the tumor is 
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while the body has been kept open by the fal ru - 
pellens. polychreſt. or other cooling laxative. 
By theſe means, I have ſucceeded in caſes: to ap- 
pearance exceedingly unfavorable, and not at firſt 
to be diſtinguiſhed from incurable ſchirrhi; which 
have nevertheleſs got well in a very reaſonable time, 
and the patients have afterwards ſuckled children 
without the leaſt inconvenience. In ſuch caſes, more 
eſpecially, the abſceſs when formed ſhould always be 
left to burſt of itſelf, the uſe of the knife having a 
direct tendency to increaſe the induration of the parts, 
as well as to injure the ſtructure of the breaſt; and 
at the beſt, it has been _ is z unne- 
3 
Sometimes, where the We has gone on 

very ſlowly, an oozing of ichor or ſanies will remain, 
and often a diſcharge of milk from the ſore, long 
after the tumor and hardneſs are removed. And 1 
have been applied to, where a ſmall fiſtulous ſore has 
remained for ſome months, which I have ſafely dried 
up in as few days, by dreſſing it with aq. vegitab. 
mineral. made very ſtrong: but if the finus runs 
deep, the aftringent ſolution before-mentioned, uſed 
by way of an injection, may be preferable. 
The above hints are thrown together, as the reſult 
of long experience both in the Briti/h Lying-in Hoſpital, 
and in private practice; not, indeed, as a treatiſe 
upon abſceſſes of the breaſt, but as the out- lines of 
a pleaſant and ſafe practice, which every man of ex- 

perience will know how to apply, and the young 

TIRE may * profir from. 15 
We . 


But in whatever way any ſuch abſceſſes may be 
treated, and however preferable this lenient method 
moſt certainly is to the uſe of the knife, and to 
the large inciſions formerly made, the milk-abſceſs 


will very often prove exceedingly painful, while the | 


neceſſary long uſe of poultices muſt render this com- 
plaint very diſagreeable to the patient. If the num- 
ber therefore may be in the leaſt diminiſhed, by 
the ſpeedy cure of ſore nipples, ſuch a remedy muſt 
be acceptable, in a double reſpect, to gentlemen en- 


gaged in the department of midwifery, Perhaps, 


ſurgeons in general may be glad to hear, that the 
aſtringent ſolution is very uſeful in other fiſtulous 
ſores than thoſe juſt mentioned, and is alſo an ex- 
cellent application to expedite the healing of large 
+ burns, as well as ſome troubleſome venereal ulcers. 


And I am yet in hopes, when it ſhall come into 


hoſpital uſe, (which I do not know it eyer has,) it 
may be found very ſerviceable from its friendly aſ- 
tringency, in many caſes which I ſhall not yet take 
upon me to ſpeak of. The vitr, czrul. calcined to 
' redneſs is a very different preparation, as well as a 
ſolution of it in its natural ſtate. The latter has been 
long in hoſpital uſe, and particularly &. Thomas's, 
but this is not only a very drying, but a cauſtic ap- 
plication, and frequently offends irritable ſores, un- 
leſs it be made extremely weak; by which it will 
be rendered greatly inferior to the ſolution J have 
recommended, 
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H OUGH various ate the ſources of know- 
ledge" in this country, they muſt ſtill be con- 
fidered as imperfect; and, perhaps, nothing is ſo 
much wanted for the improvement of the healing 


art, as a public inſtitution fimilar to the Academic Royal 


de Chirurgie, as eſtabliſhed in Paris. In London there 
have been of late years, indeed, ſome private So- 
cieties ſomewhat of that kind ; but the number of | 


their reſpective members is too limited, aud familiar 
admiſſion, as a viſitor, is permitted only to a few. 
Beſides, the members of theſe ſocieties confiſt chiefly 
of ſtudents, who attend rather to learn than to in- 
ſtruct; whence ſuch eſtabliſhments are rather cal. 
culated to communicate a little ſuperficia | know- 
ledge, i in 2 ſhort time, than to perfect any of the 
O4 | members 
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embers; many of whom continue only a year or 
two in London. "The Inſtitution, in ſome reſpects; 


more reſembling that of Paris, is with the College of 
Phyjici ians, whoſe Fellows, at ſtated times, read papers, 


5 drawn up byAthenelvesiand others, on medical ſub- 
jects. But though their judgment and impartiality 
will not be ſuſpected, and their ſelection of papers may 


give more ſatisfaction, thanlany private editors; yet 
this inſtitution likewiſe falls ſhort of the preſent in- 
tention : for befides that their plan is too limited, 
their readifſgs and obfefvatidny are tiot ogbn to thy 
profeſſion in general, and eſpecially to the younger 
part of it, who have every thing to learn. 

For the want of ſuch an Inſtitution, young men, 
eſpecially ſuch as are to o practiſe i in the metropolis, are 
conſtrained to read a great deal, and often at a ven- 
rure z ot if they do not, they will loſe, many a uſctul 


but little might be expected. On the other hand, 
many à point of ufeful knowledge i is loſt, or confined 
fo a very {mall circle, not o much for its want of 
importance, as from its being oftentimes a ſingle ob- 
feryation, which. for want of a an eaſy mode of com- 
munication, can circulate obly, in a way of - conver- 
tation; whereby t the young "artiſt, conceiving him- 
ſelf. unlikely to receive the credit. of the obſervation, 
very frequently confines it to pimſelf. But Societies 
With the frſt Phyficians and Surgeons at their head, 
and open, under proper regulations, to all the ſtu · 
dents in medicine, where public ſpeaking, and read- 


properly 
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properly diſbuſſsd, and the reſult; of experience'and 


inquiry duly publiſhed, would quickly ſpread uſe- 
ful knowledge through the kingdom, reſcue many - 


a good practical hint from oblivion, and prevent a 


great number of larger works on the ſame ſuhject, 


(each of which inquiſitive men ave obliged to made 


rhrough;) and would nearly, if war entirely Hines 


many trifling publications. d Hon 

I have been led into theſe refleQians Sa conſider : 
ing different- parts of the preſent little work, and 
eſpecially the ſubject immediately in hand un which 


Ideſign to ſay ſo very little, that ĩt might well have 


been ſuppreſſed, but from the perſuaſion. it: will 


contain ſome hints not. ſufficiently known, eſpecially | 


by. ſtudents, and for which the young reader | of the 
former parts of the work may poſſibly find ,gnces 


Bon, ane aden, e Ann fall in his | 


ways . enen 18 Ju ob Hieb 


It was 1 . eee 


| my Treatiſe upon Ulcers of the Legs was not ꝓub- 


' liſhed by-itſelf ; to which alone, however, I had firſt 


tuned ' my. thoughts, Perſuaded, nevertheleſs, a8 I 
was, that the treatment of ſome ſcrophulous tumors 
might be improved upon, and that the moſt eaſy and 
ſafe method of managing the milky abſceſs, as well 


as Other matters there treated, were, by no means, 


generally known ; the work was ſuffered to; put on 
that miſcellaneous appearance, and for the like rea- 


ſdns has received the additions now ſubmitted to he 
Public; aware of the cenſures to which it may be op 


| this as. well as other accounts, expoſed, I am, be- 
| vey 
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ſuch as ariſe from irritation, attended with more or 
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vertheleſs, ambitious to add my {mall mite to a 
treaſury of knowledge ſo uſeful to the world as the 


Hialing- art, howevet the execution may be criticized, 


or the author misjudged. With the candid, how- 
ever, it is hoped, the apology may be accepted, 
(though immethodically introduced in this place) as 
well for the work at large, as for the preſent digreſ- 
ſion, by way of introduction to the very few hints | 
to be offered on the ſubje& of Gangrene. 

-:GANGRENES may be diſtinguiſhed into four kinds ; 


leſs of local inflammation ; from an A 
diatheſis of the ſyſtem ; from general debility ; an 
from dyſcracy. To each of theſe ſpecies, exter- 
nal injuries ey _ rity" or become the remote 


cauſ. | 


From this variety, Mean er clearly un- 
aued, have ariſen the different means of cure ex- 
tolled in different ages and countries, and by different 

ractitioners in the fame age and ſituation. 

The moſt dangerous and frequently fatal gangrene, 
is that which attends, and is ſupported by a bad ha- 
bit of body; in which opiates, cordials, tonics ex- 
ternal and internal, have been found equally inef- 
ficacious; a permanent cauſe of morbid irritation 
or atony prevailing, which is ſometimes out of the 
teach of art, eſpecially” in aged e and in 
infants. 

More however may bs effected even ning or at Jeaft, 
in ſpreading ſphaceli ſuſpected to depend upon a cer- 
tain habit, as well as in gangrenes from other cauſes, 
"4% / $474 5 #4 00 | | by 
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by mere external applications, than may have uſually | 
been imagined, and has been one inducement to me 
to intrude theſe hints on the Public. AT 
It is not my. intention to enlarge on this diſorder 
in general, or to review all that has at different times 
been advanced; this diſeaſe having been largely di, 
cuſſed, and various ſucceſsful modes of treatment 
been oe, It is certain, however, that 
neither cordials, volatile falts, opiates, nor even the a 
bark, are efficacious alike, or by any means proper, 
in every ſpecics of gangrene; though the latter, fince | 
the time of Douglas, has been ſo much depended 
upon, that even Mr. Po, when be firſt recommended 
the uſe of opium in gangrenes of the toes, for which 
the public is ſo much indebted to bim, ſeems cau- 
tious of being ſupected of ſpeaking diſreſpectfully of 
a medicine, which in every other ſpecies of gan- 
grene, he himſelf appears to eſteem almoſt a ſpecific. 
Every art is confeſſedly imperfect, but there 
would certainly be leſs of imperfectioꝑ in the prac- 
tice of phyſic, were ſtudents better directed in their 
firſt reſearches; which muſt, however, greatly de- 
pend upon their teachers, who ought to lead them 
between the extremes of implicit confidence, ;and 
what may be called ſcientific ſcepticiſm, There is a 
degree of empyriciſm pervading every branch of me- 
dicine, and too many aware of this, are found run- 
ning into the maze of theory, and therefore give cre- 
dit to nothing that they cannot explain, though their 


arguments are frequently convincing to none but 
min e 


Every 
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Every N however; ſhould have ſome 
direct view in every th ing he preſcribes, and ought to 
know what he is to expect from eyery medicine or 
topical ap plication,” however at a loſs about its pre- 
eiſe mode of operation. For the want of this, means 
of cure for various diſeaſes haye been handed down 
to us, which numbers implicitly adopt without any 


diſcrimination of cauſes; and therefore fail of effecting | 


a cute, whilſt they are employing excellent remedies 
for one ſpecies x of a diſeaſe that has various modih- 
cations. Hence it is, thar the bark and cordials have 
been ſo univerſally extolled for their wonderful ſuc- 
ceſs in gangrenes, for different ſpecies of which they 
are almoſt ſpecifics, whilſt they as canſtantly fail in 
others, to the furprize only of thoſe, who are pre- 
ſcribing to the name of a diſeaſe, without attending 
to concomitant ſymptoms, and different conſtitutions. 

The bark failing in ſo many inſtances, opium, it 
| has been ſaid, has of late years become a faſhionable 
medicine in gangrenes, eſpecially of the extremities ; 


and though it has been ſerviceable in other caſes than 


thoſe 'for which it was ſo happily adviſed by M.. 
Pott, has alſo been productive of miſchief when pre- 
ſeribed without that due diſcrimination, (more at- 


tended to, perhaps, by Mr. Hunter, than any other 


writer on this ſubject, that I know of,) which I ſhall 


now in a few inſtances endeayour to 5 out to 


Younger practitioners, 
G 


1 
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As it is a long time ſince theſe obſervations were drawn up, 
(which have been delayed for want of time to review the tract 
| | open 
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Gangrenes are frequently attended with much true 
inflammation, and ſometimes are preceded and cauſed 
by it; and in this caſe, however rapid the progreſs 
of the gangrene may be, both the bark and other 
tonics, with every kind of cordial, ought entirely to 
be refrained from; and bleeding, laxatives, and cool - 
ing medicines be exhibited in their ſtead, with emol - 
lient fomentations and cataplaſms, (not applied too 
hot) to abate the ſenſibility of the part, and promote 
ſuppuration. After theſe evacuations, an opiate 


ſhould generally be adminiſtered at night, (and is 


proper in every gangrene where the pain is conſider- 
able) ; and theſe means ſhould be continued as long 
(though rarely many days) as the inflammatory dia- 
theſis ſhall evidently prevail, For ſo long as this 
ſhall continue, the blood remain fizy, and perhaps 
the bowels coſtive, loading them with bark, which 


the ſtomach cannot digeſt, is only adding fuel to 


fire, by augmenting the load, or increaſing the action 
of the ſyſtem, and rendering the partially n 
veſſels totally impervious. 

But there is n youu: inflammation and great 
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upon ulcers) I had not then ſeen the laſt edition of Mr. Bell's Sur- 
gery, in which are many valuable practical obſervations, and ex- 
cellent diſtinctions of gangrenes. Had he more completely accom- 
pliſhed this deſign, and he himſelf had experience of the great ad- 
vantages arifing from a due recourſe to opium, in very many caſes, 
I had thought the expediency of theſe hints entirely ſuperſeded. 
But My. Zell does he miote than barely mention that remedy, in 
a note, as —_ brew decade Wok the N of 
Mr. Pott. 


| pain, 
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pain, attended with a quick and even tenſe Pulſe, 
that depends more upon ſpaſm, than a true inflam- 
matory cauſe, eſpecially in old people. Here, muen 
caution and general knowledge is required; but uſu- 


ally opium is the beſt remedy, and may be ſafely ad- 


miniſtered every four or ſix hours, as the pain may 
require, after two or three ſtools have been procured 
by a gentle laxative or a glyſter. Should opium be 
the proper remedy, it will almoſt immediately prove 
uſeful ; after which, the bark and wine, or other 

cordial ſhould be directed; but more eſpecially the 
bark, as in old people the ſyſtem is debilitated. For 
bark is evidently a tonic, and as ſuch has a tendency 
to ſtrengthen the general ſyſtem; whereas cordials 


are only temporary ſtimuli, ' and where the habit 


continues debilitated, only act as an increaſe of 
power in mechanics, and ſerve to omg the ; 
tion of the machine. 

But ſhould this, or any other N fa of. pro- 
ducing ſome amendment, it ought not to be long 
perſevered in, as it is poſſible we may have miſtaken 
both the cauſe of the diſeaſe and the conſtitution of 
the patient; for if our remedies be properly adapted, 
however rapid the progreſs of the gangrene may have 
been, it will uſually. be very ſoon checked. Whereas, 
when a gangrene has continued to ſpread for days, 
and even weeks, under the ſame treatment, (as I 
have ſeen under eminent practitioners in regard to 
the bark;) if it has at length ſtopped, and the patient 
recoyered, the recovery may ſafely be attributed. to 
the ſtrength of the conſtitution, of which the inflam- 


matory 


UFO GANG RENE. wen 
matory diſpoſition has been brought, down, by the 
length of the diſeaſe, rather than to the propriety if 
the means that have been made uſe of. | 

On the other hand, I haye ſeen a rapidly. Faro 
ing gangrene, even. in advanced. years, here bark 
has been. adminiſtered freely without any good ef- 
fect, immediately checked, upon taking away twelve 
or fourteen. ounces of highly inflamed... and fizy 
blood, unloading, the bowels, and inſtead of. cordials 
and wine, refreſhing the heated patient with ſaline 
draughts, and afterwards: quieting with opium. So 
alſo in the ſpurious inflammation dependent on ir- 
ritation, I have known, opium keep off a diſpoſition - 
to gangrene in the toes, even for years, where. the 
diſcolouration and pain have conſtantly returned ſoon 
after the opium has been laid aſide; although the 
patient has died at laſt of a gangrene of the extre- 
mities, at an advanced age of life. * 

By whatever means, however, the gangrene may 
be ſtopped, there are but few caſes, I believe, where 
the bark, cordial medicines, and wine, will. not be 
found proper at ſome period of the diſeaſe. Should 
the gangrene take place from atony, general or local, 
the one ar all of theſe will be proper from the begin- 
ning, and the patient muſt be ſupported by a-generous 
diet throughout the cure. Should they fail in caſes 
evidently of this claſs, the vitriol.. carul. ſhould be 
given inſtead of the bark, beginning with very ſmall 
daſes, ſuch as an eighth of a grain, or leſs, four or 
fix times a day, diſſolved in a ſpoonful of ſpirituous 
cinnamon water: a medicine excellently adapted to 
gangrenes 
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attending that atony of habit induced by 
In ſropaired digeſtion from hard drinking; and as 
far as my experience has gone,” is more _efficacions | 
that! the bark, whenever the ſtomach will beat it. 
I once ſaw a remarkable inſtance of this in a large 
ſpreading ſphacelus, which was immediately checked 
by it, after the largeſt doſes of the bark had failed; 

and repeated re- appearances of the gangrene upon 
returning to the 3 eden ghee by 1 

| —— 9 8 * 
To conclude this hind; let Wed general habit of 
the patient, and the ftate of the part diſeaſed be pro- 
perly aſcertained ; let us ceaſe preſcribing to the 
Name of a diſeaſe, and caſt off the ſhackles of preju- 
dice; let us only make uſe of our underſtanding, 
and give attention to the ſymptoms peculiar to the 
ſeveral caſes we are treating; and we ſhalt find many 
gavgrenes of the moſt unpromiſing appearances, and 
ina very ſpreading and ſphacelated ſtate, frequently 
checked by very ſimple and obvious means, and ſoon 
converted into well-conditioned n e e to 

heal up in a reaſonable time. f 

The habit is either in a ſtate of inflammation, 
and the patient more or leſs athletic, and then there 
will always be much true local inflammation; or the 
habit is atonic, with more or leſs of ſpurious in- 
flammation of the parts, the conſtant concomitant 
of a debilitated ſyſtem. To check the inflammation 
in the one caſe, and to ſupport the vis vitæ and 
allay the local morbid action in the other, as well by 
external as internal means, is equally agreeable 
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c ſoond theory, as it is ſupported by ſucceſs and 
experience. 4" ' 
Before quit the ſubject of internal remedies, I 

cannot avoid taking notice of an inflammation too 
frequently terminating in dangerous ſuppuration, or 

gangrene, that has not, I believe, had that attention. 
paid to it which it deſerves; I mean, the caſe of punc- 
ture by an invenomed inſtrument. This misfortune 
uſually falls to the lot of medical people, when em- 
ployed in opening dead bodies, and on other occa- 
ſions ſomewhat fimilar; and has too often proved fatal. 
Such accidents appear to me to be frequently very 
ill treated from the beginning, by purging, bleeding, 
and other antiphlogiſtic remedies, to the excluſion of 
the only proper, and very oppoſite means, that of 
invigorating the ſyſtem. I have known ſeveral ſuch 
caſes treated in the firſt-mentioned way, and all of 
them followed by great local miſchiefs, and ſome 
have even ended fatally. Whereas, in others, where 
there have been evident marks of infection, and ab- 
ſorption of the poiſon, along the courſe of the lym- 
phatic, the evil has been ſtopped, and the perſon 
been perſectly well the next day, by the oppoſite 
treatment, The beſt remedy of this kind, I believe, 
is wine, which ſhould be partaken of freely, accord- 
ing to the conſtitution and habits of the patient, and 
if had recourſe to on the day of the accident, or any 
time before rigor, lowneſs, thirſt, or other ſymptom 
of affection of the ſyſtem have taken place, will ge- 
nerally prevent farther infection, by ſtirring up the 
vires medicatrices nature to expel the poiſon, This 

| | | P may 
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may be farther promoted by proper doſes of the bark, 
taken on the next day. The punctured part ſhould 
alſo be touched with the lunar cauſtic, or if the in- 
jury be confiderable, with the cauſtic alkali, which 
will penetrate deeper. 

Hav given theſe brief hints, 1 ſhall now cloſe 
with ſome fimilar reflections on topical applications, 
When the probable cauſe of the gangrene has been 
diſcovered, together with the general habit, and pre- 
fent circumſtances'of the patient, the ſurgeon will be 
at no loſs how to adapt his applications and dreſſings; 
and this ſhould be invariably done. To ſtimulate 
and irritate an inflamed part, already too much in 
action, by balſams and ſpirits, when the general 
habit needs to be cooled and unloaded, were as con- 
trary to good principles, as it muſt be unſucceſsful 
in practice. Here, emollient and relaxing fomenta- 
tions, poultices, and ointments, are the molt likely to 
abate the inflammation, to liberate the veſſels of the 
part, and affiſt nature to ſeparate the eſchar. On 
the other hand, poultices of ſtale beer and oat- 
meal, ſo frequently and indiſcriminately applied to 
fphacelated parts, are not only always improper 
where there is much true inflammation, but even in 
| the atonic ſtate, often do harm from their weight: 
in the former caſe, a poultice of fine linſeed-meal 
with a little ointment of Elder-flowers, will be found 
preferable ; for the latter, a ſoft bread and milk 
poultice with a good deal of theriaca, For gangrenes 
in old people, and often for thoſe of infants, eſpe- 


cog if the gangrene is "on, the theriaca alone is 
N 0 a very 
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a very convenient application. It is light, potentially 
warm, and yet ſomewhat ſedative; it does not very 
ſoon get dry, and is more conveniently renewed than 
poultices and fomentations; and is ſeldom improper 
in ſuch ſubjects, unleſs the local action be confider- 
ably greater than, the powers of the ſyſtem. But 


even then, the attempt may often be made with ſuc- 


. ceſs, as a contrary ſtimulus will ſometimes change 
the undue and morbid action of thEparts, - and o- 
cafion a fayorablg turn to the diſeaſe. a1 
But the parts contiguous to the ſeat of gangrene, 
are almoſt always very painful, as long as the, ſpha- 


celus continues to ſpread, and are in this painful * 2 


ſtate often improperly irritated by heating applica- 
tions. The propriety of topicals ſhould ever be 
determined by their effects, and are generally hurt- 


ful, in theſe caſes, if they occafion much pain; and 


ſhould this effect of ſtimulating applications, or even 
of fomentations and warmed poultices, continue for 
ſome hours after the gangrene has been dreſſed, they 
ſhould be changed for thoſe of a different quality, 
unleſs there be an evident atony of the parts. There 
may be, it has been ſaid, a ſtate of general debility, 


though from irritation there may be too great loca! 
action, which if not ſoon removed by a contrary 


ſtimulus from active applications, the continuing 
of them will increaſe the complaint. Here; ſeda- 
tives, and ſometimes poultices of bark, applied cold, 
may be made uſe of for a while, and will often do 
wonders, by allaying the morbid action of the parts, 
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pK” mitigating the pain; aftet which, tonics external 
and internal, ſhould be employed. | 


ing poultice * has been found of late years ſo very 
ſerviceable, and is a grand acquiſition in ſurgery ; 
but is too little known, by appearing only in a work 
not generally read by young ſurgeons. Its effects 


| avrapping; up the parts above the gangrene in com- 
preſſes wrung out of ſpirits, and@enewed as they 
become dry. It may not operate, however, alto- 
gesther in the way A. Pozwer has conceived, nor 
pet by creating heat, as others have ſuppoſed, but 
as much from its being a ſedative, and applied in a 

cold ſtate, as from any ſpecific quality of its con- 


from its abſorbing, or correcting the acrimonious 
5 Juices contained in ſphacelated parts, if it ſhould be 
2 -allowed to have any tendency that way. However 
this may be, I believe it has effected cures, where 
ſeemingly from a bad habit of body, gangrenes have 
peen in a ſpreading ſtate for a long time together. 
In tegard to ſcatifications, I believe it may be 
aid, that if we only cut through the eſchar, and do 
not penetrate the ſound parts, they will ſometimes 
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2 * may * 5 of flour, 3 „and water, NEW up . 
"yeaſt, and ſpread into a thin paſte, and ſet near the fire till it ſhall 
begin to ferment; and in that ſtate ſhould be laid on the part, 
once or twice a day, if the pain be very great. See Appendix ia 
: Medical Tranſattions of the College of Phyficians, Vol. ii. 


be 


By this means it is, IL apprehend, that the Gaps | 


have been aſtoniſhing, and perhaps are aſſiſted by 


_ . tents; and therefore derives not its chief virtues 
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be uſeful, both by taking off from the Wad and 


preſſure, and letting out an offenfive ichor: like- 
wiſe in ſome inſtances, ſcarifications above the gan- 
grened part where the limb is greatly enlarged, and 
the parts loaded with extravaſated ſerum, appear to 
prevent the ſpreading of the gangrene upwards, and 
are eventually beneficial. 

I have only farther to obſerve, that as not a few 
patients fink in conſequence of th diſcharge, even 
long after a ſcgpration-.gfuparts ag. taken place, in 
caſes where amputation is imprafticaBle-3-agthing. .. * 
can be more evideptly indicated at this period, 4 
good air, a nouriſhing and generous diet, a moderate 


quantity of wine, and other cordials; with ſuch tone 


a> , 
medicines as wy beſt agree with the flomach, 2 
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